
 

 

TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY 

Town Board Work Session  

September 9th, 2026 

Town Hall​ ​ ​ 5 PM 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Meeting called to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

1.​ Approval of Minutes 
2.​ Approve Termination of Intermunicipal Building Inspector Agreement between 

the Town of Philipstown and the Town of Putnam Valley 
3.​ Districts: Appoint Lake Peekskill Improvement District Temporary Laborers 
4.​ Parks & Recreation: Approve Headwater Forestry, Inc. Agreement 
5.​ Highway: Approve Hiring of New Employee 
6.​ Reject EV Charging Station Installation Bids 
7.​ Approve EV Charging Station Installation Agreement with Plug in Stations 

Online (PISO) 
8.​ Approve Code Enforcement Officer in CSEA Collective Bargaining Agreement 
9.​ Building Department:   

a.​ Approve Contract with ICC Community Development for Laserfiche 
System 

b.​ Accept Resignation of Full Time Employee 
c.​ Appoint Part-Time Clerk 
d.​ Approve Engagement of James Manno for Building Plan Review 
e.​ Daily Fee Report Summary August 1 – 31, 2026 

10.​ Discussion on Surviving Spouse Tax Exemption 
11.​ Public Comment [Three-Minute Time Limit Per Person] 

 

Adjournment 

Next Town Board Meeting:  Wednesday, September 16th, 2026 6 PM 
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TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY 

TOWN BOARD WORK SESSION 

Wednesday, September 9th, 2026 

5:00 PM 

 

 

PRESENT:​ ​ ​ Supervisor Jolicoeur 
​ ​ ​ ​ Councilman Russo 
                                           Councilman Luongo 
                                           Councilwoman Howard 
                                           Councilman Brooks 
 
ALSO PRESENT: ​           Town Clerk Michelle Stephens 
                                           Town Counsel Lillian Meade 
 

 

Supervisor Jolicoeur opened the meeting at 5:00 pm with the Recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance.  

A moment of silence was observed in remembrance of the 25th anniversary of September 
11th and in recognition of all those who lost their lives and all those affected by the 
events, by Councilwoman Howard. 

 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 📋 

Presented by Councilman Russo 

RESOLUTION # R26-284 

            RESOLVED, that the Putnam Valley Town Board authorizes the Supervisor to 
accept the Town Board meeting minutes from August 12th & August 19th, 2026. 

It was noted that an old legislative report had been submitted at the August 19th, 2026, 
Town Board meeting and that it needs to be disregarded. 
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Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried with the noted 
correction/clarification. 

 

APPROVE TERMINATION OF INTERMUNICIPAL BUILDING INSPECTOR 
AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE TOWN OF PHILIPSTOWN AND THE TOWN OF 
PUTNAM VALLEY 

Presented by Councilwoman Howard 

RESOLUTION #R26-285 

              

           RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves the termination of the 
Intermunicipal Building Inspector Agreement between the Town of Philipstown and the 
Town of Putnam Valley, effective August 22nd, 2026. 

 

Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried. 

 

APPOINT LAKE PEEKSKILL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT TEMPORARY LABORERS 

Presented by Councilman Brooks 

RESOLUTION #R26-286 

 

              RESOLVED, that the Town Board appoint Tom Kerr and Chris Karpish as 
part-time, per diem laborers for the Lake Peekskill Improvement District.  They will be 
working the fall 2026 bulk pickup for LPID.  The appointment will begin September 14th, 
2026, and end September 25th, 2026, at a rate of $16.00 per hour, with no benefits.  They 
will be called upon as needed, and the district will cover the cost.  

 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried. 
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APPROVE HEADWATER FORESTRY, INC AGREEMENT 

Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 

Supervisor Jolicoeur and the Board discussed a proposal from Headwaters Forestry 
concerning forest management on Town-owned property. 

The Supervisor clarified that the action before the Board at this stage is only to allow the 
applicant to proceed with an application to the Planning Board and does not constitute 
approval of the forestry project itself. 

The Supervisor noted that the Town had previously approved the concept in April 2025. 
The purpose of the proposed work is to identify and address overgrown, diseased, and 
potentially hazardous trees within the Town Park/camp area. The Board discussed 
concerns regarding trees falling onto neighboring properties, damage to electrical lines, 
and public safety. 

Supervisor Jolicoeur asked for a second.   

Councilman Russo seconded for discussion.   

He stated that he wanted to clarify some concerns regarding moving forward with this 
portion of the project. He had received comments raising concerns that forestry work 
could create a risk of invasive species becoming established or spreading following 
disturbance of the area. He also stated that these concerns should be considered before 
proceeding. 

It was explained that invasive-species management is included as part of the 
comprehensive forest management plan and that the Town is continuing to investigate 
that component. A quote has been received for invasive-species management, and the 
Town intends to address the management plan on a section-by-section basis rather than 
undertaking the entire project at once. 

The Board discussed the anticipated cost of invasive-species management and whether 
those costs could offset or exceed any revenue the Town might receive from the forestry 
work. It was noted that the exact cost was not available at the time of the discussion and 
that additional information would be obtained. 

The Supervisor stated that the immediate purpose of the action was to begin the process 
and allow the forestry professionals to proceed with the appropriate application and 
review. The Supervisor emphasized the importance of public safety, particularly because 
the Town has recreational facilities and children using the property. The Supervisor also 
noted that properly managed forestry can contribute to forest health and that the Town 
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has experienced trees falling onto or near electrical lines, resulting in property damage 
and significant repair costs. 

Board members discussed the importance of proceeding cautiously and monitoring the 
project as it moves forward. It was noted that disturbance of a forest can affects the 
existing ecological balance and that appropriate precautions should be taken to protect 
the area. 

Councilman Luongo stated that allowing the process to move forward would permit the 
appropriate professionals and reviewing agencies to evaluate the proposal. He also noted 
that the Planning Board and other applicable agencies have roles in reviewing the project 
and that the Town Board would continue to monitor the process and address concerns as 
additional information becomes available. 

Superintendent Keeler also reported that a homeowner on Lindsey Lane had previously 
notified the Town about trees on Town-owned camp property that appeared to be in 
danger of falling onto the homeowner's property. He stated that he had recently met with 
the homeowners and observed several large trees leaning toward the residence. It was 
reported that approximately five or six trees may present a potential hazard. 

He further stated that two trees had already fallen and were blocking the brook, creating 
an additional maintenance issue for the Town. He indicated that they had contacted a 
tree/forestry contractor to evaluate the trees and would provide the Board with pricing 
once it was received. 

The Board generally agreed that hazardous trees and public safety concerns should be 
considered as part of the forest management process. 

 

RESOLUTION #R26-287 

 

               RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves and signs the proposal from 
Headway Forestry, INC for pursuing the Forest Management Plan based on the study 
previously conducted in the amount of $2,200. 

This plan works in conjunction with the DEC and their Forestry guidelines.  The result of 
this project will promote a healthier forest as well as provide an additional revenue 
source for the town. 

The bid details are attached for your perusal.  Funds will be coming out of our park 
improvement line and will have no tax or budget impact. 

 

Seconded by Councilman Brooks,  

Councilman Russo voted NO 
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All other members voted YES.  Motion was carried. 

 

APPROVE HIRING OF NEW EMPLOYEE 

Presented by Councilman Luongo 

RESOLUTION #R26-288 
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               RESOLVED, that the Town Board appoints Ryan C. Horan of 174 Church Rd, 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579 as a full-time laborer at the probationary rate of $34.56 per hour, 
effective September 14, 2026. 

He will fill the vacant laborer position. 

 

Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried. 

 

REJECT EV CHARGING STATION INSTALLATION BIDS 

Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 

RESOLUTION #R26-289 

The Supervisor discussed the bids received for installation of the Town's EV charging 
stations. 

The Town originally anticipated that using outside contractors would result in cost 
savings. After reviewing the bids, however, the Town determined that utilizing a New 
York State preferred vendor associated with the charging-station equipment would be 
more cost-effective and would provide a warranty. 

The Board therefore considered rejecting the two bids received from Light Electric and 
Spirelli Electric, Inc. 

 

                RESOLVED, that the Town Board rejects the two (2) bids received from Light 
Electric and Spirelli Electric, Inc. regarding the EV Charging Station installation, as the 
Town will be using the services of a New York State Preferred Vendor for this purpose.  
The cost with the new vendor is comparable and includes a warranty, which is important 
for the maintenance and preservation of the equipment and is not included in either of 
the two (2) bids received. 

 

Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried 
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APPROVE EV CHARGING STATION INSTALLATION AGREEMENT WITH PLUG IN 
STATIONS ONLINE (PISO) 

Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 

RESOLUTION #R26-290 

RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves and authorizes the Town Supervisor to 
enter into a contract with Plug in Stations Online (PISO) for the installation of two (2) 
EV Charging Stations on the Town Hall Campus.  This vendor is a New York State 
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Preferred Vendor, and the quote of $19,200 includes a warranty for eighteen (18) months.  
Funds will be appropriated from the Municipal Zero-emission Vehicle Infrastructure 
Grant received by the Town from the NYS Department of Environmental Conservation. 

 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried. 
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APPROVE CODE ENFORCEMENT OFFICER IN CSEA COLLECTIVE BARGAINING 
AGREEMENT 

Presented by Councilman Russo 

RESOLUTION #R26-291 

            RESOLVED, that the Town Board ratifies the Town Supervisor’s signature 
on the attached Supplemental Memorandum of Agreement for the inclusion of the 
position of Code Enforcement Officer in the CSEA Collective Bargaining Agreement 
effective from January 1, 2026 through December 31, 2029.  

Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried. 
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APPROVE CONTRACT WITH ICC COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT FOR LASERFICHE 
SYSTEM 

Supervisor Jolicoeur discussed the process of reviewing and verifying files by 
neighborhood/area before making the records publicly accessible. 

Presented by Councilwoman Howard 

RESOLUTION #R26-292 
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            RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves the Town Supervisor to enter into a 
contract with ICC Community Development for the use of their Laserfiche system in the 
amount of $11,300.  The funds will be appropriated from the building department budget 
line. 

                The agreement would include the movement of the content management 
system, currently storing all of our municipal files from the scanning project, from local 
servers to the cloud.  In the near future, this migration will allow for the fruition of our 
larger goal: to bring the files to the public via a public portal. 

                     Please let us know if you have any questions. 

Richard Quaglietta 

The amount stated in the proposal was corrected during the meeting. The correct 
contract amount is $10,850, rather than the $11,300 amount originally listed. 

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 
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ACCEPT RESIGNATION OF FULL-TIME EMPLOYEE 

Presented by Councilman Brooks 

RESOLUTION #R26-293 

 

                RESOLVED, that the Town Board accepts the resignation of Stephanie Conte 
from the role of Clerk to the Building Department, effective immediately. 

 

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 

 

APPOINT PART-TIME CLERK 

Presented by Councilman Brooks 

RESOLUTION #R26-294 

    

               RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves the appointment of Stephanie Conte 
as part-time clerk to the Building Department (Not more than 17 ½ hours a week), 
effective immediately, at the rate of $26.00 per hour with no benefits, to be appropriated 
from the Building Department budget line.   

Richard Quaglietta 

 

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried. 

 

APPROVE ENGAGEMENT OF JAMES MANNO FOR BUILDING PLAN REVIEW 

Presented by Councilman Brooks 

RESOLUTION #R26-295 

 

              RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves the engagement of James Manno at 
an hourly rate of $30.00 per hour, not to exceed 10 hours per week, with no benefits, for 
the purpose of building plan review.  Funding for James's services will be appropriated 
from the building department budget line. 

Richard Quaglietta 

 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried. 
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DAILY FEE REPORT SUMMARY AUGUST 1- 31, 2026 

Presented by Councilman Luongo 

RESOLUTION #R26-296 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried 
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Town Event Announcement 

Supervisor Jolicoeur announced that the Town event will be held on Saturday, 
September 19, 2026, at the Town Park from 2:00 p.m. until approximately 10:00 p.m. 

She recognized and thanked the event sponsors, including returning sponsors AAA 
Carting and Citywide Automotive, as well as the silver sponsors and other participating 
businesses and organizations. 

It was reported that approximately 37 vendors had registered for the event. The public 
was encouraged to attend and participate. 

DISCUSSION ON SURVIVING SPOUSE TAX EXEMPTION  

John Wolham, the Assessor, explained that the law was signed by the Governor in 
February 2026 and requires local adoption by each taxing jurisdiction that wishes to offer 
the exemption. This includes the County, Town, and applicable school district. 

The Assessor stated that the information provided was his current interpretation of the 
law and that the Town had not yet received formal guidance from the New York State 
Office of Real Property Tax Services (ORPTS). He anticipated that additional guidance 
may be provided at the upcoming annual assessors' conference. 

He explained that the law appears to provide local jurisdictions with flexibility 
concerning the level of the exemption, up to 50% of the assessed value, meaning that the 
County, Town, and school district could potentially adopt different exemption 
percentages. 

The Board also discussed a local option that would permit the exemption to apply to 
certain cooperative housing interests, including tenant-shareholders of cooperative 
apartments, if adopted by the taxing jurisdiction. 

The Assessor noted that the language concerning a surviving spouse differs from 
language used in certain veterans' exemptions, which specifically refers to an unmarried 
surviving spouse. He stated that it remains unclear whether this difference is intentional 
or whether a technical amendment may be forthcoming. 

The Assessor further advised the Board that there are proposed related bills concerning 
surviving spouses of correction officers and paid firefighters killed in the line of duty. He 
explained that existing provisions concerning volunteer firefighters and volunteer 
ambulance workers are separate and that the Town has previously adopted applicable 
exemptions in that area. 

The Assessor advised that, in order for the Town to adopt the § 471 exemption for the 
2027 assessment roll, the exemption would need to be adopted by the applicable taxing 
jurisdiction no later than March 1, 2027. He recommended that jurisdictions considering 
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adoption do so by the end of 2026 or early 2027 to allow sufficient time for public notice 
and for potentially eligible individuals to apply. 

The Board thanked the Assessor for providing the information and indicated that it 
would await further guidance before determining whether and how to proceed. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Councilman Luongo, also a representative of the fire department, advised that members 
would participate in a memorial walk with all their gear on, in remembrance of the 
firefighters who lost their lives on September 11, 2001. It was stated that 343 firefighters 
were killed that day. 

Participants in the memorial walk are expected to gather at the bottom of Tinker Hill 
between approximately 5:15 and 5:30 p.m. to begin the memorial walk up Tinker Hill. 
Afterwards, the annual memorial service will be held at the Town Park beginning at 
approximately 6:30 p.m. 

The Board discussed the importance of remembering those who lost their lives and 
honoring their service. 

It was also clarified that the fire department facility would not be open to the public for 
the event, and that there would not be public parking available at that location. 

Supervisor Jolicoeur reminded residents about the Town's emergency alert system and 
encouraged residents who have not yet registered to sign up. 

It was explained that residents may elect to receive alerts by email and/or text message. 
The Supervisor noted that email alerts may contain more detailed information than text 
alerts. 

Residents were encouraged to visit the Town website and use the orange 
alert/emergency notification platform to sign up for notifications and select their 
preferred method of communication. 

 

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to enter into an executive session to discuss 
personnel matters at 5:28 p.m. 

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 

 

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to reopen the meeting at 6:28 pm 

No decisions were made, and no motions were passed 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried. 
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Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 6:29 pm 

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried. 

 

Next Town Board Meeting:  Wednesday, September 16th, 2026, 6 PM 

​
Supporting documents can be found using this link 

8-19-2026-Town-Board-Meeting-Agenda-with-supporting-documents.pdf 

A video of the meeting can be found using this link 

Town Board Work Session: September 9, 2026 

 

 

                                                                 Respectfully submitted,                                                  

                                                                             
                                                                                       Michelle Stephens 
                                                                                       Michelle Stephens 
                                                                                       Town Clerk 
                                                                                       9/10//2026 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

​
 

https://www.putnamvalley.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/8-19-2026-Town-Board-Meeting-Agenda-with-supporting-documents.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jIF-W5aRFp4

