
AMENDED TO ADD 

8a.  To approve the License Agreement with the  

County of Putnam  

​
 

TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY 

Town Board Meeting​
September 16th, 2026 

Town Hall​ ​ ​ 6 PM 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~​
AGENDA 

 

Meeting called to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

1.​ Community Reports 
2.​ Legislative Reports 
3.​ Supervisor’s Comments 
4.​ Discussion on Natural Resource Index (NRI) 
5.​ Accept Resignation of Town Planner & Wetlands Inspector 
6.​ Approve Stipend for Additional Code Enforcement Services 
7.​ Parks & Recreation: 

a.​ Approve September 2026 Personnel Changes 
b.​ Approve September 2026 Refunds 

8.​ Building Department: Approve Waiver of Electrical Permit Application Fee 
9.​ Finance:  Audit of Monthly Bills 
10.​ Public Comment [Three-Minute Time Limit Per Person] 

 

Adjournment 

Next Town Board Meeting:  ​
Pre-Work Session, Wednesday, September 30th, 2026, 5 PM​
Work Session, Wednesday, October 14th, 2026, 5 PM 

 

 

                                                 

 

                                     TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY 
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TOWN BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, September 16th, 2026 

6:00 PM 

 
 
 
PRESENT:​ ​          Supervisor Jolicoeur 
                                         Councilman Brooks 
                                         Councilman Russo 
                                         Councilwoman Howard 
                                         Councilman Luongo 
 
ALSO PRESENT: ​         Deputy Clerk Amy Cargain  
                                         Town Counsel Lillian Mead 

 

 

Supervisor Jolicoeur opened the meeting at 6:00 pm with the Recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance, followed by a moment of silence, sending out thoughts, a wish, a prayer, 
whatever feels right for you, to someone who needs it.  

 
AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 
RESOLUTION #R26-297 
 
Item 8a was amended to include approval of the License Agreement with the County of 
Putnam  

Seconded by Counselman Russo, unanimously carried.  
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COMMUNITY REPORTS 

 

Gretchen from the Historical Society gave the following report: 

We have our big event for the year coming up on Saturday, October 3rd, also at Town Park, so 
just two weeks away. It is our Revolutionary War-ish event. It's from 12 to 4. It is evolving by 
the day. We are going to have live music. We're going to have a story time for kids. We're going 
to have colonial and revolutionary era games. Kids can play, kids at heart, and adults. 
Everybody's welcome to play. We welcome a little competition. There will be food available for 
purchase. Several groups and organizations will have tables. We're still finalizing who's going to 
be doing what, but there will be a lot of hands-on stuff. Again, kids, grown-ups, everybody is 
welcome. There are going to be some other events coming up after that. October 31st, we are 
unveiling the historic marker we got for Route 250. That's going to be in front of the museum, so 
it'll be at Adams Corners. November 14th and 15th, we're going to be trying something new this 
year. We're moving up our holiday boutique into November to see if it works better for us. So 
that's going to be November 14th and 15th at the museum. And then tentatively scheduled for 
December 19th, and I heard some people just talking about this, we're going to have a Santa 
look-alike contest. We know nobody can compete with the real Santa, but, you know, we're going 
to have some fun. I think Santa's going to give you a run for your money, just saying. But we're 
looking to combine that with the gingerbread pancake breakfast, because you can never have 
enough pancake breakfast. We're in talks back and forth, nailing everything down. Yeah, but start 
growing your beards, and we'll see you at Town Day. 

 

 

 

 

Sam Olivero from Putnam Valley School District gave the following report:  

Sam Olivero for the Putnam Valley School District. Thank you, Madam Supervisor and Town 
Board, ladies and gentlemen. If you pass by the elementary school, you'll see their flashing sign: 
Off to a great start. And indeed, it has been a great start for all three of our buildings: The 
Elementary, The Middle, and High School.  

 

 

 

 

 

The kids have acclimated to the fact that they are back to school, working hard, doing what they 
need to do in the educational progression that each and every student faces. If you've been up to 
the middle school and high school campus, you'll notice that the parking lot and the retaining 
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wall have been redone. They're absolutely gorgeous. The work that was done over the summer, 
second to none. And what makes it even more impressive, and I ask every one of you to do this 
over the weekend, drive by both levels of the parking lot and take a look at those paintings that 
the kids have put in their parking spaces. That's their legacy. It's about who they are, what they 
do, what they love. And every time I go by those and look at them, I am moved to such an 
extent. These are our young people, our future, and boy, are they just awesome. Also, work at the 
playground up at the elementary school has been completed. In fact, tomorrow at five o'clock is 
going to be the elementary school picnic, utilizing the new playground equipment that was put 
in, again through the capital project that went through two years ago. And just some activities 
that will be coming up. Again, the elementary school picnic tomorrow at five. We have the high 
school back-to-school night, which is Thursday, October 1st at 6 p.m. We already had the 
elementary and middle school back-to-school nights, and they were terrific. We also have—I 
can't even read my own writing. Isn't that something? We have the blood drive at the high school 
on Thursday, October 8th, and we have the homecoming football game, which is always huge. 
That's always a sellout. It fills the parking lot all the way from the high school all the way to the 
middle school. And that's October 10th at 5 p.m. And then we have the first responder football 
game Friday, October 23rd, where we invite every single EMS First Responder who's here within 
Putnam Valley to come to the football game and be recognized for all the great things that they 
do for our community. Just a quick update on some headlines you may have seen concerning the 
Board of Regents and our legislative branch up in Albany. They have recently announced that 
with the school year of 27-28, Regent’s exams will begin to be phased out. That's number one. 
And number two, only one diploma, one unified diploma, will be given. There are no more 
three-tiered diplomas like Regents, super Regents, or whatever. And they're calling all of this the 
Portrait of a Graduate, which basically is the International Baccalaureate skills and goals that 
Putnam Valley has already adopted at the high school and at the Middle Years Program at the 
middle school. So, we're already doing; we're steps ahead of the state. And what the state wants 
are graduates to have grasped and really understood, and that is creativity, the ability to think on 
their own, group work, which is really important, the ability to get along with others, and the fact 
that a quest for learning should be bred in every student so that it stays with them throughout life. 
Again, Portrait of a Graduate, and that's coming very quickly, 27-28. We've already begun that 
process. And that's it for Putnam Valley. Thank you. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Linda Thornton Tompkins Corners Historical Society gave the following report: 
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Julie Ruben from the Conservation Commission (CCE) gave the following report:  
 
Julie from our CCE. Hi, I'm Julie Rubin from the Conservation Commission, also known as the 

Environmental Commission, the CCE. And we have an open seat, and we would really like people to fill it. 

But we want people who have scientific knowledge, environmental knowledge, and ecological 

knowledge. That's an or in between those things, and can help us with other logistics about running our 

commission. We meet monthly, and we have a lot of things we're working on, so we're pretty busy. And 

our meetings are the second Tuesday of the month here in Town Hall. You're welcome to come. It's open 

to the public. Everybody should come anytime they have a concern, but we'd love to have your 

nominations for our open seat. Also, we have a table at Town Day, and we are going to have some 

participatory activities and some giveaways, and we'd really like you to come. So please look for us. 

Thank you. Thank you. 

 

Highway Superintendent Shawn Keeler gave the following report:  
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Councilwoman Sherry Howard gave the following report from Frank DiMarco: 

 
Forestry Project  
Forestry Management: progress; it's still in progress. I understand our community members have 

expressed some concern, which I am always willing to look into and consider. We are in the process of a 

long environmental assessment process, which needs to be completed, so we are not on any planning 

board agendas anytime soon. The majority of people do understand that the type of project we are 

pursuing was always with good intent from the beginning, which is primarily to manage the parks to 

ensure public safety in both our current trails as well as our power line infrastructure going up to camp, 

remove invasive species, enhance the local ecosystem, and encourage natural regeneration. This is 

normally considered a valid park maintenance project that is discussed among recreation professionals 

on a regular basis. For the trail system, it says it is on hold until results of the forestry project are 

determined. Either way, a plan will be submitted at some point after the new year. Bike path. Paving has 

been completed on the bike path, and the painting is 80% complete. Unfortunately, the weather slowed 

us down a bit with the painting portion of the stage. The research is not going as easily as I would have 

liked. Most options, whether mobile or fixed, are a considerable amount of money. We will continue 

researching. For the front field, it's in the process of getting estimates for several different options on 

how to proceed. Also, very early in the process and should be able to present those options over the 

next few months. For programs, with summer program officially over, we have moved on to the 

after-school and adult programs. We are currently running anywhere from 10 to 15 programs at a time. 

Our basketball program preparation and registration will start in the next few days. Once again, I urge 

you to pay attention to the upcoming deadlines that will be happening within the next few days on the 

website and social media. We are also starting the planning for the second remaining events of the year, 

which are Harvest Fest on October 16th and our Winter Holiday event in the park. Information on both 

of those to follow. Children's Center and camp, we've concluded a great camp season. Our staff received 

countless compliments, and even in the face of a few emergencies, they performed their responsibilities 

as outlined in our emergency plans perfectly. Great job all around. Children's Center has begun and is 

going well, but we do need staff. Unfortunately, if we cannot consistently staff according to our 

requirements, we may need to downsize. This would be unfortunate as this program is often at capacity. 

Thank you. All right. 
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Amina Chaudhri for Putnam Valley Library gave the following report: 
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LEGISLATIVE REPORTS 

Bill Gouldman gave the following report: 
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SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS 

 

First, I'd like to thank everybody who's working so hard on behalf of the town, and including all of you for 

participating and showing up and being here this evening. I was very happy that last week Tuesday I 

attended a city council meeting in the city of Peekskill because we are in partnership with them. We 

applied for the DEC's Harmful Algal Bloom Research Grant, and it would take into account the entire 

watershed and to study the way the harmful algal blooms are transported between the water bodies and 

the creek. I'm very happy that Peekskill, the city of Peekskill, has partnered with us on that, and we'll see 

what happens. It is a highly competitive grant with people from the Adirondacks and Lake George 

applying for this, but as far as I know, we're the only one in the lower region of the state that has 

applied, and we have a very unique situation here where our water bodies impact the drinking water for 

the city of Peekskill.  I am excited to see what happens with that. And of course, we have to talk about 

Town Day. Town Day 2026 is this Saturday. You can find more information about it. I posted yesterday on 

the Facebook page, Little Map, and so you can see we're going to have the zip line and the dual slide and 

the bounce and climb, and the deluxe carousel, bumper cars, and ballistic swing, and even Dusty Stables 

will come for some horseback riding. And I'm happy to report that we have a record number of vendors- 

I think 46, 47 vendors- so you can actually see who's coming, and it looks like it's going to be a nice day, 

Sam. It's going to be a nice day, right? Right. It's going to be a beautiful day. It's going to be a beautiful 

day, so please join us, 2 to 10. We will have fireworks after dark, and there's overflow parking at the 

elementary school where you can catch the shuttle that will bring you up into the beautiful town park.  

We are excited for that, and I look forward to it. Oh yes, Oscawana Lake Road will be closed from 2 to 10, 

from Kramer Pond Road. Yes. So please be mindful of that, and come and join us to support many of our 

local nonprofits and organizations. We have some fun vendors and food trucks, and it's sure to be a 

beautiful time celebrating with the community. Thank you. 
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DISCUSSION ON NATURAL RESOURCE INDEX (NRI) 
 
Presented by Ted Warren, Public Policy Manager from NRI: 
 
Ted Warren, Public Policy Manager for the Hudson Highlands Land Trust, discussed Putnam 
Valley’s Natural Resources Inventory (NRI), which was created with HHLT’s assistance in 2018. 

An NRI is a reference document that identifies important natural and cultural resources, 
including forests, streams, wildlife habitat, soils, historic resources, scenic areas, and 
recreational assets. It does not create regulations or restrictions, but it can help guide land-use 
decisions, comprehensive planning, and conservation priorities. 

Putnam Valley’s existing NRI has not been formally adopted by the Town. Warren explained that 
there are three ways to adopt it: by Town Board resolution, by incorporating it into the 
Comprehensive Plan, or by adopting it as a local law. A local law provides the strongest 
framework for requiring the NRI to be considered during planning and zoning reviews. 

Warren noted that although the NRI is about eight years old, much of the information remains 
relevant. However, an update would be beneficial, particularly regarding climate resilience, 
flooding, drainage, stream areas, and changes to forested lands. HHLT is willing to assist the 
Town with updating the document. 

The Board also discussed the potential benefits of having an adopted and updated NRI when 
applying for state grants, as it demonstrates that the Town has established planning priorities 
and is prepared to implement projects effectively. 

Warren explained that the Town can adopt the existing NRI now and update or amend it later. 
The Board expressed interest in moving forward while ensuring that significant changes, 
especially related to flooding and climate resilience, are incorporated. 

Supervisor Jolicoeur mentioned: Just going back to Town Day for one moment, I had to give a 

shout-out to our sponsors.  So, we have our Gold Sponsors: Triple A Carting, Beacon Bank, 

Citywide. Our Silver Sponsors:  Landworks Contractors, Semco, Tompkins Bank, Hutton Valley 

Petroleum, Hudson Islands. Oh, we just missed them. Maple Leaf Associates and Louie and 

Cheryl Longo just contributed. Thank you very much; we appreciate all the support so that we 

can have a successful Town Day. And while I'm giving shout-outs, I do want to give a shout-out 

to my Chief of Staff, Elaine McGinty, who's been working very hard putting all the logistics 

together. Very appreciative of that.  

 
 
 
 
 
ACCEPT RESIGNATION OF TOWN PLANNER & WETLANDS INSPECTOR 
Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 
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RESOLUTION R26-298 
 
 

 
 
Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried  
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APPROVE STIPEND FOR ADDITIONAL CODE ENFORCEMENT SERVICES 
Presented by Councilman Brooks 
RESOLUTION #R26-299 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried  
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PARKS AND RECREATION 
APPROVE SEPTEMBER 2026 PERSONNEL CHANGES 
Presented by Councilman Luongo 
RESOLUTION #R26-300 
 
From: Frank DiMarco, Parks and Recreation 
Subject: Personnel  
Date: September 1, 2026 
 
​ ​ ​ ​  

Please approve the following additions/changes to personnel.  
 

1.​ Amy Ramada, PVCC Childcare Asst. 1 @ $20.00 hr. 
2.​ Ariella Rogers, PVCC Childcare Asst. 1 @ $21.50 hr.  
3.​ Daniel Cruz, PVCC Childcare Asst. 1 @ $18.00 hr.  
4.​ Ariella Rogers, Programs Rec. Asst. @ $20.00 hr. 
5.​ Kenny Rohauer, Programs Rec Asst. @ $15.00 hr. 
6.​ Ava Patrillo, Programs Rec. Asst. @ $15.00 hr.  

 

 

 

Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried  
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APPROVE SEPTEMBER 2026 REFUNDS 
Presented by Councilman Luongo 
RESOLUTION #R26-301 
 

To: Town Board 

From: Frank DiMarco, Parks and Recreation Director 

Subject: Parks and Recreation Refunds 

Date: September 2026 refunds  

Santos Guzman​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $500.00 

632 Ridge Street​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ LPCC 

Peekskill, NY 10566​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Deposit refund 

 

Cary Sahler​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $37.00 

94 Lake Drive​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Programs 

Lake Peekskill, NY 10537​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Overpaid  

 

Juan Rodas​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $500.00 

192 Tanglewylde Road​ ​ ​ ​ ​ LPCC 

Lake Peekskill, NY 10537​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Deposit refund 

 

Edgar Xoan Martinez Duarte​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $500.00 

40 Tinker Hill Road​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ LPCC 

Putnam Valley, NY 10579​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Deposit refund 

 

Patricia Perry​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $550.00 

2 London Drive​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Day Camp 

Fishkill, Ny 12524​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Child had an Appendectomy 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ With Doctor’s note 

Patricia Perry​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $91.00 

2 London Drive​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ PVCC 

Fishkill, NY 12524​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Child had an Appendectomy 

 

 

Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried  
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APPROVE WAIVER OF ELECTRICAL PERMIT APPLICATION FEE  
Presented by Councilwoman Howard 
RESOLUTION #R26-302 
 

 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried  
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APPROVE LICENSE AGREEMENT WITH THE COUNTY OF PUTNAM  
Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur  
RESOLUTION #R26-303 
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Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 
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AUDIT OF MONTHLY BILLS 
Presented by Councilman Russo 
RESOLUTION #R26-304 

RESOLVED, that the town board approves the following bills, after audit, to be paid 

 

                         VOUCHER NUMBER ​ ​ ​           AMOUNTS 

                              56140-56408                                              $207,633.19 

                            56127-56494                                              $973,413.49 

                            56409-56472                                              $104,450.28 

 

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT  

Sam Oliverio 

Two things. Number one, very sad to hear about Bruce leaving. He's quite a gentleman. I mean a true 

gentleman; he had his eye on our environment left and right. I loved working with him when I was a 

supervisor. He knew the town, and he knew how fragile our environment could be, and he's going to be 

a great loss. And the second thing is, I would, since you're moving into the comprehensive plan right 

now, adopt that national resource inventory along with that plan. That's the easiest way to do this. If you 

do a law, you've got to do a public hearing. You got to advertise it. It's going to— doing number two, that 

second option, will expedite and fulfill the need because it will be part of your comprehensive plan, and 

it will be a permanent guide to what you have to do. For local laws, there's an easier way. Grab the easier 

way, and it's going to accomplish the same thing. I love that idea. When it was done back in 2018, we 

had discussed adopting it. Unfortunately, I couldn't get all the votes, so, you know, neither here nor 

there. You're doing it now, and that's great. Thank you. 
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Christie Kroll 
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Debbie Bronzo 

So, good evening. My name is Debbie Bronzo, and I live on Marshall Road, and I agree with the 

statements that Christy has just made. I oppose the forestry management project for some of the 

reasons she's stated, and also, as a concerned resident of Marshall Road, I would like to know why the 

town is proposing the project, why there has been no public hearing, even though it's been under review 

for more than a year. The board needs to explain the project clearly and state its purpose. And one of the 

questions I would have is: Is the goal to create an access road to the town camp? Marshall Road is 

currently identified in the materials submitted by Headwater as one of the project access points. 

However, there is no open access at the end of Marshall Road, only walking access to the hiking trails 

beyond it. To use this location, a logging road would have to be cut through land designated as open 

space. Marshall Road is only 18 feet wide, extremely steep, and has many tight turns. The road has no 

shoulder because the town wanted to preserve the rustic character. The drop-off from the road is 

significant and steep, and the road is already failing at the edges. Allowing logging trucks, typically 14 

and a half feet wide and weighing up to 80,000 pounds when fully loaded, to travel this road would 

create serious safety risks for residents, drivers, and school buses. Thank you for the opportunity.  

(Shawn Keeler, the Highway Superintendent, said he will take a look at the road tomorrow with his crew) 

William Goldman 

I love trees, and I think cutting down 1,200 trees is probably not the best thing. There are legitimate 

concerns here with doing that, and I do believe that the residents should have a say in what we do here. 

There should be a public hearing so everyone could, you know, say what they want to say and, in the 

end, make the decision. But right at the moment, the people really should know what's going on. I 

believe a public hearing really should be held, so everyone could say their say. Thank you. 

Julie Ruben 

There should be a public meeting, and this proposal is potentially very disruptive to our environment. I'm 

not speaking officially as a CCE member. I'm speaking as a private citizen who works a great deal on 

invasive species management throughout the state. And when you create space in the canopy and let 

the sunlight in, what takes advantage of that open space? Invasive species. If you don't have a plan to 

manage these invasive species that, by the way, will also come in with creating the roads and doing the 

logging, in the tires of the cars, with the birds drop the seeds, it will be the whole forest will become 

overrun eventually and quickly, as we're seeing in lots of areas. I think we need to slow down, halt this, 

and figure out what the motivation is for doing this. Is it to manage the forest? Is it to create revenue? 

And then move forward with what would be the safest thing for the environment overall? Because this 

forest is located in an area where it's contiguous to other forests in the region that are a very essential 

passageway for wildlife and for the movement of native plant species.  I really hope that the board will 

understand that this needs to be halted and a thorough investigation with facts and with input should be 

allowed to happen. Thanks. 

 

Other residents spoke who are very concerned about this and would like to request a public hearing. 
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Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to enter a brief Executive session at 7:21 PM 

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to reopen the meeting at 7:58 PM (no decisions were made; 
no motions were made) 

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to adjourn at 8:00 PM 

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 

 

 

 

Next Town Board Meeting:   

Pre-Work Session, Wednesday, September 30th, 2026, 5 PM 

Work Session, Wednesday, October 14th, 2026, 5:00PM 

 

The meeting can be watched in its entirety by clicking the following link: 

             https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=t8jKYHXBIT8                                                             

                                                                                      Respectfully submitted, 

 
 
                                                                                      Amy Cargain Fiorentino  
                                                                                      Deputy Clerk 

9/16/2026 

 

 

 

 

 
 


