
AMENDED TO ADD  

1. Audit Report Presentation by O’ Connor Davies 

2. Approve PAYMENT TO KINGSTON  

    EQUIPMENT 

3. AUTHORIZE FINANCE DIRECTOR TO GO OUT  

TO BID FOR RENEWAL OF THE BOND 

4. DISCUSS SURVIVING SPOUSE EXEMPTION 

5. Approve Amendment to Max Garfinkle's contract for Wetlands Inspector​
 

TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY 

Town Board Meeting​
August 19th, 2026 

Town Hall​ ​ ​ 6 PM 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~​
AGENDA 

 

Meeting called to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

1.​ Recognition of Go No Sen Karate 
2.​ Community Reports 
3.​ Legislative Reports 
4.​ Supervisor’s Comments 
5.​ Parks & Recreation:   

a.​ Approve Personnel Changes 
b.​ Approve 2026 Children’s Center Employee Salaries 
c.​ Approve August 2026 Refunds 

6.​ Highway:  
  a.       Approve Driveway Opening Permit Report 
  b.      Dismissal of Employee 

7.​     Finance:   
a.​ Budget Transfer & Amendments 
b.​ Audit of Monthly Bills 

8.​ Public Comment [Three-Minute Time Limit Per Person] 

 

Adjournment 

Next Town Board Meeting:  Work Session, Wednesday, September 9th, 20 
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                                                  TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, August 19th, 2026 

6:00 PM 

 
PRESENT:​ ​          Supervisor Jolicoeur 
                                         Councilman Brooks 
                                         Councilman Russo 
                                         Councilwoman Howard 
                                         Councilman Luongo 
 
ALSO PRESENT: ​         Town Clerk Michelle Stephens 
                                         Town Counsel Lillian Mead 

 

 

Supervisor Jolicoeur opened the meeting at 6:05 pm with the Recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance, followed by a moment of silence by Councilman Russo for all our men and 
women who are fighting for our freedom overseas. 

 

AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 

Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 

RESOLUTION #R26-273 

 Item 1A was amended to include the audit report presentation by O’Connor Davies.  
 Item 7C was added to approve payment to Kingston Equipment.  
 Item 7D was added to authorize the Finance Director to go out to bid for bond 
renewal.  
 Item 7E was added to approve an amendment to Max Garfinkle’s contract as the 
Town’s Interim Wetlands Inspector.  
 Item 8A was added to discuss surviving spouse exemptions. 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 

 

RECOGNITION OF GO NO SEN KARATE 

Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 
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The Town Board welcomed and recognized a new business in Putnam Valley, Kyoshi & 
Lauri’s Karate, which recently opened in Oregon Corners. The Town presented a 
proclamation welcoming the business. 

The owner expressed appreciation for the opportunity to become part of the Putnam 
Valley community. He explained that the family has been teaching martial arts in the area 
since 1993 and emphasized the importance of helping children develop physically, 
mentally, emotionally, and socially, while encouraging them to spend less time on 
electronic devices and become more connected with others. 

He shared that martial arts had a significant impact on his own life growing up and that 
his mission is to provide children and families with the same positive experience. He 
noted that the business is a family operation, with his wife, son, and daughter-in-law 
involved. 

The business offers a variety of programs, including karate, fitness kickboxing, adult 
boxing, Tai Chi, and a women's self-protection program. He also mentioned partnerships 
with local organizations and programs intended to benefit members of the community. 

Residents were directed to KidsLoveKarate.com for additional information about the 
programs and locations. 

The Town Board congratulated the owners and welcomed them to Putnam Valley, 
expressing appreciation for their commitment to the community and to making a 
positive difference in children's lives 

 

Audit Report – O’Connor Davies 

Jeff Shaver, with O’Connor Davies, appeared before the Town Board to present the results of the 
Town’s audit for the fiscal year ended December 31, 2025. He was accompanied by the audit 
manager. Mr. Shaver stated that the audit team spent approximately one week at Town Hall in 
March reviewing the Town’s financial records. 

Mr. Shaver thanked the Finance Department for its assistance and cooperation throughout the 
audit process, noting that the audit proceeded smoothly. 

Mr. Shaver explained that the auditors issued an unmodified opinion, commonly referred to as a 
“clean opinion,” on the Town’s financial statements. He explained that this is the most favorable 
opinion an entity can receive and means that the financial statements are fairly stated in all 
material respects. 

Because the Town expended more than the federal Single Audit threshold in federal funds, the 
auditors were also required to perform a compliance audit. Mr. Shaver stated that the Town also 
received an unmodified opinion on compliance, which is the most favorable result. 
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Mr. Shaver provided an overview of the audit report and explained that, following the 
Independent Auditors’ Report, the Management’s Discussion and Analysis provides a narrative 
overview of the financial statements in more understandable terms. He then discussed the basic 
financial statements, followed by the notes to the financial statements and supplementary 
information. The federal compliance report is included toward the back of the report. 

General Fund – Budget and Actual 

Turning to the Statement of Revenues, Expenditures and Changes in Fund Balances – Budget 
and Actual, Mr. Shaver reviewed the General Fund, Highway Fund, and Special District Funds. 

For the General Fund, the original budget anticipated approximately $6.2 million in revenues, 
while actual revenues were approximately $925,000 higher than budgeted. 

Mr. Shaver noted several factors contributing to the favorable revenue variance, including: 

●​ Higher-than-anticipated interest income due to interest rates being higher than originally 
estimated.  

●​ Approximately $198,000 in additional revenue in the relevant category.  
●​ A federal grant of approximately $75,000 that was not included in the original budget.  
●​ Additional revenue associated with the Town’s RPA-related funding.  

General Fund expenditures were originally budgeted at approximately $6.9 million, later revised 
to approximately $7.2 million, while actual expenditures were approximately $6.66 million, 
resulting in expenditures approximately $571,000 below the revised budget. 

Mr. Shaver stated that no single expenditure category accounted for the entire variance, although 
employee benefits were favorable due in part to conservative budgeting for health insurance and 
retirement costs. 

He explained that the approximately $860,698 shown in the original budget as a use of fund 
balance was a balancing figure. Had the Town spent its entire budget and collected all anticipated 
revenues, fund balance would have been reduced by that amount. 

Due to the favorable revenue and expenditure variances, the Town instead experienced a positive 
budgetary result. The General Fund ended 2025 with approximately $3.588 million in fund 
balance, compared with approximately $3.1 million at the beginning of the year. 

Highway Fund 

Mr. Shaver next reviewed the Highway Fund. 

The Highway Fund had a favorable revenue variance of approximately $40,000 and expenditures 
approximately $105,000 below budget, resulting in an overall favorable budgetary variance of 
approximately $146,000. 
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However, the Highway Fund had approximately $650,000 of fund balance appropriated as a 
balancing figure. As a result, despite the favorable budgetary variance, the Highway Fund 
experienced a decrease in fund balance of approximately $515,000. 

The Highway Fund ended the year with approximately $864,000 in fund balance. 

Fund Balance 

Mr. Shaver referred the Board to the fund balance schedule and explained the various categories 
of fund balance. 

The General Fund had approximately $3.588 million in total fund balance, while the Highway 
Fund had approximately $864,000. 

He explained the categories as follows: 

●​ No spendable fund balance consists of amounts that are not available for expenditure.  
●​ Restricted fund balance is restricted by law or contractual requirements. The General 

Fund had approximately $41,000 restricted for debt service.  
●​ Committed/encumbered amounts include purchases or obligations carried into the 

following year.  
●​ Assigned fund balance represents amounts specifically designated for future 

expenditures. The Town Board had appropriated approximately $890,500 of General 
Fund balance to help balance the 2026 budget.  

●​ Unassigned fund balance represents the remaining unrestricted fund balance available 
for use at the Town Board’s discretion.  

The General Fund had approximately $2.382 million in unassigned fund balance, which 
represented an increase from the prior year. 

Mr. Shaver noted that unassigned fund balance was approximately 35% of actual General Fund 
expenditures, which he characterized as a healthy level. He explained that while the State does 
not establish an official minimum fund balance percentage, approximately 10% is sometimes 
viewed as an indicator of fiscal stress, while 20% is often considered a healthier level. 

He noted that the Town's General Fund is therefore in a relatively strong position with respect to 
fund balance. 

For the Highway Fund, approximately $600,000 was assigned to balance the 2026 budget, 
leaving approximately $154,000 in unassigned fund balance. Mr. Shaver advised the Board to 
keep this in mind when preparing the 2027 budget. 

Short-Term Capital Borrowings / Bond Anticipation Notes 

Mr. Shaver referred the Board to the section concerning short-term capital borrowings. 
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As of December 31, 2025, the Town had approximately $9.9 million in bond anticipation notes 
outstanding. 

During 2025, the Town issued two new bond anticipation notes for capital projects, including: 

●​ Approximately $500,000 for highway equipment; and  
●​ Approximately $1.8 million for reconstruction and improvements.  

The largest portion of the outstanding bond anticipation notes, approximately $6.95 million, 
related to emergency repairs associated with the Town's infrastructure. 

Mr. Shaver explained that as FEMA reimbursement funds are received, the Town can use those 
funds to pay down the outstanding bond anticipation notes. If the anticipated FEMA 
reimbursements are received in full, the amount ultimately borne by taxpayers should be 
reduced. 

He noted that approximately $2.1–$2.2 million in related federal/FEMA funding was expected to 
be received. 

Because of the significant amount of federal funding involved, the auditors were required to 
review the related program expenditures as part of the federal compliance audit. 

Long-Term Bonds 

Mr. Shaver also reviewed the Town’s long-term debt. 

He noted that the Town issued approximately $5 million in new bonds during 2025, with a 
20-year maturity, as well as an existing bond of approximately $1.5 million. 

Combined with the approximately $9.9 million in bond anticipation notes, the Town had 
approximately $13 million in bonds and bond anticipation notes outstanding. 

Mr. Shaver concluded his presentation by offering to answer any questions from the Board. 

The Town Board thanked Mr. Shaver and O’Connor Davies for the audit report and for their 
work with the Town. The Board noted that the audit report provides a useful overview of the 
Town’s financial position and the flow of Town funds. Mr. Shaver advised the Board that he is 
available to answer any additional questions. 
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COMMUNITY REPORTS 

Amina Chaudhri from the Library gave the following report: 
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Linda Thornton from Tompkins Corners gave the following report: 

 

Superintendent Shawn Keeler gave the following report: 

Good evening, ladies and Gentlemen 
I’d like to take a moment to thank the men and women of the Highway Dept. for their 
continued hard work and dedication. 

Just wanted to remind those who haven’t done so yet to sign up for the emergency alerts 
it is the best way to stay on top of road closures and other emergencies.  

 Cimarron Rd Bridge is open; there is still some cosmetic work needed, which we will be 
doing over the next several weeks. 

Milling and Blacktopping are complete for the year. Centerline restriping begins tonight 
and will continue for a few nights this week and a few next week 

Our Basins repair crew has been repairing basins; they will be out daily as we have 
several in need of repair. They repaired 98 YTD 

Vac-ALL crew has been out cleaning basins in Lake Peekskill; they have cleaned roughly 
635 basins so far.  

We replaced 140 feet 18 ft of plastic drainage pipe on Bonnie wood dr which was an 
outlet pipe that roots had amazingly grew through and caused a major blockage which 
was discovered when we had the heavy rains a few weeks ago will get back to that in a 
minute want to extend my thanks to the Carmel highway dept for coming over and 
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assisting us with trying to free the blockage as well as helping clean out some drainage 
pipes on Sprout brook rd. 

Back to the heavy rain storms as much as we understand that houses, basements and 
garages being flooded are not fun it is not the fault of the highway dept it is extremely 
frustrating to us as well we do our best to keep the runoff water in basins and drainage 
underground unfortunately when we get heavy rain some time things get blocked and we 
do our best to get it corrected asap. 

One good thing that did come out of those storms is I was able to get a meeting with the 
DEC ( The State of Emergency did help) and we toured the town at differ flooding 
locations caused by blockages in the waterways and was told as the Highway 
Superintendent I have the authority to go in and remove these blockages no permits 
needed which is great news now I just need about 100 extra hours a week, so if you live 
near a water way and see a blockage of any sort please notify us so we can take a look 
and see how we can remedy the problem, lastly if we need to enter any properties we 
will be contacting landowners as we must get permission first.  

  

The phones at the highway are monitored 24 / 7, and I ask residents with issues to call us 
and not post on Facebook, as we don’t troll for complaints.  

I can always be reached in my office at 845-526-3333, on my cell at 845-745-0795, and 
SKEELER@PUTNAMVALLEY.GOV 

127 Days till Christmas 
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Councilwoman Sherry Howard gave the following report from Frank DiMarco 

 
Parks and Recreation 

 

Programs – Concerts are going very well, we did reschedule one band so far, but have 
had great feedback. We’ve run approximately 30 programs to date and continue to 
increase and provide programming based on community input. We have recently posted 
10 new programs ------- that information can be found on PVPR.com along with the 
registration process 

 

Camp – We are in our final week of Day Camp as well as Sports Camps.  While we’ve had 
to make a few adjustments due to storms and Heat advisories, everything has gone well 
nonetheless.  

 

Children Center – Children Center preparation is in full swing as we prepare to open 
along with school in 2 weeks. As a reminder, we are always looking for help here, so if 
you are looking for part-time work, please visit our website or call the office for more 
information. 

 

Parks – The Bike Pad at the park has been re-paved and is currently being painted. 
Looking ahead, some projects currently on the radar include improvements to our 
playing fields, refurbishment of the volleyball courts, and possibly developing a 
permanent or mobile stage for concerts and other community events at the park. 

 

We are also hoping to begin moving forward with our forestry project. The New York 
State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC) actively encourages local 
governments to create these plans to guide the long-term health, safety, and care of local 
public trees. The project would allow us to improve the overall health and management 
of the forest, enhance portions of our existing trail systems, and potentially generate 
revenue for the Town in the process.  

 

You can find a copy of our forestry management plan on both the Town and Parks and 
Recreation Department websites.  

https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/urban-and-community-forestry
https://dec.ny.gov/nature/forests-trees/urban-and-community-forestry
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Councilman Luongo gave the following report from the Fire Department: 

 

 

 

LEGISLATIVE REPORTS 

Councilman Russo read the following from Bill Gouldman 

Putnam Valley Report from Bill Gouldman 
8/18/2021 

 
 
Legislator Bill Gouldman is not able to be here today.  He has a County Legislative 
Committee meeting tonight, so he that Councilman Russo will give his report. 
 
He hopes that everyone is staying safe and enjoying their summer. 
 
** We are all hoping for a smooth re-opening of schools.  Bill would like to remind 
everyone that school will be opening soon; he wishes all the students a successful year. 
Let’s get back to basics and remember road safety.  These are our children, our 
neighbors’ children, and the future of our community.  Please keep them safe. 
 
** The Putnam County Home Improvement Board is seeking applications for an open 
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Board position.  Applicants for this position must live or work in Putnam County.  The 
position does not require experience in the home improvement field.  Please send your 
resume and letter of interest to. 
Putnam County Home Improvement Board 
110 Old Route 6, 
Building # 3 
Carmel, NY 10512 
 
** Legislator Gouldman says that the work has started on the bridges, and if you didn’t 
get a chance to come to the Town Hall Forum introducing the new Contractor for the 
Peekskill Hollow Road & Bridge Reconstruction Project on August 2nd.  You can watch it 
on the Town and the County Website.  If you have any  
questions about it, you can reach out to him in his office at 845-808-1020. 
 
 

** The Putnam County Department of Health is having the following vaccine clinics. 

Child & Adult Vaccines – August 17 & 29 

Travel Vaccines – August 25 

 

Please call 845-808-1332 for an appointment.  

 
** The Putnam County Medical Reserve Corps is looking for Volunteers.  They work to 
help improve the health and safety of our community.  Please go to the County website 
for more information. 
 
** Putnam County is considering a new state-of-the-art Fire Training Center in Putnam 
County.  The legislature will be discussing it at the Protective Services Committee 
Meeting on Thursday, August 17, and should be voting on it at the next Full County 
Legislative meeting on September 5th. 
 
** As always, Legislator Gouldman is interested in your concerns.  There is help out there 
for whatever you may be going through.  If you have an issue, please give him a call at 
845-808-1020.  He will make every effort to assist you. 
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SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS 

Supervisor Jolicoeur stated that the year has been going by quickly and began by thanking all of 
the Town departments, employees, boards, and committees for their continued hard work and 
dedication in serving the Town of Putnam Valley. 

The Supervisor reported that she has continued to keep residents informed through her monthly 
newsletters. She noted that the August newsletter was delayed due in part to returning from 
vacation in late July and the subsequent torrential rainstorm. The newsletter is expected to be 
released over the upcoming weekend. Residents interested in receiving the newsletter by email 
were encouraged to sign up for Town Alerts. 

The Supervisor explained that Town Alerts are primarily used to notify residents about road 
closures and emergency situations, including snow emergencies, heat emergencies, severe rain 
events, and power outages. She has also been using the system to distribute her monthly 
newsletters. Previous newsletters are available on the Supervisor’s webpage. 

The Supervisor reported that she recently met with the County Sheriff and Undersheriff and had 
a productive discussion regarding matters affecting the community. 

She also addressed questions she had received regarding what residents believed was a “Flock 
camera” located at Adams Corners. She explained that the equipment is actually a license plate 
reader. The Sheriff’s Office has opted out of the Flock system because Westchester County and 
the County have their own internal system. The information is used solely for governmental 
purposes and is stored on the County’s internal servers rather than through the Flock system. 

The Supervisor also discussed Town Day, scheduled for September 19th at the Town Park. 
She stated that the event will include free admission and rides, bounce houses, a DJ, karaoke, 
carnival games, vendors, nonprofit organizations, and fireworks. 

She noted that, due to budget constraints, the rescue vehicle that participated in Town Day last 
year will not be available this year. The Sheriff’s Office has indicated that another vehicle will be 
provided, which the Supervisor described as potentially even more exciting and requiring only 
one deputy rather than two. 

The Supervisor also reported on the Town’s Comprehensive Plan Steering Committee. She 
stated that the Town received a strong response to its request for applications from residents 
interested in serving on the committee. Applications continue to be received and are being 
reviewed by the Town Board. 

The Supervisor stated that residents who have not yet been contacted should not be concerned, as 
the review process is still underway. She hopes to complete the selection process by the end of 
August and begin scheduling committee meetings in September based on the members’ 
availability. 

The Supervisor concluded her report by thanking everyone for their continued support and 
expressing hope for continued good weather following the recent severe rain events. 

 

APPROVE PERSONNEL CHANGES 
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Presented by Councilman Brooks 

RESOLUTION #R26-274 

            RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves the following 
additions/changes to personnel.  

 
1.​ Hunter Bourgie, Seasonal lifeguard turns 16 new rate, @ $17.00 hr. 
2.​ Noah Ramos, Seasonal lifeguard turns 16 new rate, @ $17.00 hr. 
3.​ Jaxson Bowe, Seasonal lifeguard turns 16 new rate, @ $17.00 hr. 
4.​ Nicholas Randazzo, Seasonal lifeguard turns 16 new rate, @ $17.00 hr.  
5.​ Summer Scrocca, Programs recreation assistant, @ $20.00 hr.  
6.​ Reece Horan, Day camp recreation assistant, @ $13.50 hr. 
7.​ Itzel Tovar, Day camp recreation assistant, @ $15.50 hr. 
8.​ Madison Torres, Day camp recreation assistant, @ $12.50 hr. 
9.​ Kenny Rohrauer, Day camp recreation assistant @ $12.50 hr. 
10.​Grace Sampson, Day camp recreation assistant @ $12.50 hr. 
11.​Francis Herrera, Day camp recreation assistant @$12.50 hr. 
12.​Brynn Wassil, Day camp recreation assistant @$12.50 hr. 
13.​Lenay Williams, Day camp recreation assistant @$12.50 hr. 

 
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 

 

APPROVE 2026 CHILDREN’S CENTER EMPLOYEE SALARIES 

Presented by Councilman Brooks 

RESOLUTION #R26-275 

            RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves the following employee salaries. 

 

NAME TITLE 2026  

Vicky McDonald Child Care Asst II $27.50  

Alissa Aurigemma Child Care Asst I $21.50  
Patricia Barone Child Care Asst I $ 22.00  
Michelle Costin Child Care Asst I $20.00  
Marlet Dath Child Care Asst I $21.00  
Carol Esponeira Child Care Asst I $22.00  
Dawn Federico Child Care Asst I $21.50  
Janet Fochetti Child Care Asst I $20.50  
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Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 

 

APPROVE AUGUST 2026 REFUNDS 

Presented by Councilman Brooks 

RESOLUTION #R26-276 

              RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves the following refunds. 

Vanessa Duaman​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             $500.00 
63 Mathes Street​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             LPCC 
Lake Peekskill, NY 10537​ ​ ​ ​ ​             Deposit refund 
 
Katherine Rivas​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​             $500.00 
40 Tinker Hill Road​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ LPCC 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Deposit refund 
 
 
Maximina Giron-Jordan​ ​ ​ ​ ​  $500.00 
8 Hollowbrook Road 2A​ ​ ​ ​ ​  LPCC 

Abisay Hernandez 
Baeza 

Child Care Asst I $18.00  

Stephainie Herrera Child Care Asst I $20.00  
Tammy Holowiak Child Care Asst I $21.50  
Reece Horan Child Care Asst I $18.00  

Maria Hoyrt Child Care Asst I $22.00  
Elena Melfi Child Care Asst I $18.00  

Karen Meslener Child Care Asst I $21.50  

Cathy Montaldo Child Care Asst I $20.50  
Patricia Recuppio Child Care Asst I $20.50  

Jada Rennalls Child Care Asst I $18.00  
Andrew Salustri Child Care Asst I $20.00  
Rose Scalere Child Care Asst I $20.00  
Coribeth Serbay Child Care Asst I $20.00  
Rory Sheehan Child Care Asst I $18.00  

Wendy Staffieri Child Care Asst I $22.00  

Izel Tovar Child Care Asst I $18.00  
Samantha Vulcano Child Care Asst I $20.00  
Stacey Zwick Child Care Asst I $22.00  
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Putnam Valley, NY 10579​ ​ ​ ​  Deposit refund 
 
Chris Whittaker​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  $175.00 
101 Ludlow Ct.​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  Programs/Sports 
Cary, NC 27513​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  Baseball camp postponed n/a in 
Aug. 
 
Kelley Prouty​​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $175.00 
21 Roaring Brook Drive​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Programs/Sports 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579​ ​ ​ ​ Baseball camp postponed n/a in​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Aug. 
 
Suzanne Mayer​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $175.00 
19 Jeannie Drive​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Programs/Sports 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579​ ​ ​ ​ Baseball camp postponed n/a in​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Aug. 
 
Michele Munoz​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​  $175.00 
15 Quincy Road​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Programs/Sports 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579​ ​ ​ ​ Baseball camp postponed n/a in​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Aug. 
 
Nicole Pilatzke​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $175.00 
53 Marsh Hill Road​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Programs/Sports 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579​ ​ ​ ​ Baseball camp postponed n/a in​ ​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Aug. 
 
Fernando Mathias​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $150.00 
15 Farmview Road​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Programs 
Wappinger Falls, NY 12590​ Unable to attend Volleyball camp 

due to a left ankle injury 
 
Fernando Mathias​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $2,127.50 
15 Farmview Road​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Day Camp 
Wappinger Falls, NY 12590​ Unable to attend day camp left 

ankle injury 
 
Fernando Mathias​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ $444.00 
15 Farmview Road​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ PVCC 
Wappinger Falls, NY 12590​ Unable to attend due to left ankle 

injury 
 
Patricia Perry​ $172.50 
2 Loudon Drive​ Day Camp 
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Fishkill, NY 12524​ Unable to attend due to left foot 

fracture 
 
Patricia Perry​ $27.30 
2 Loudon Drive​ PVCC 
Fishkill, NY 12524​ Unable to attend due to left foot 

fracture 
 
Sara Robertine​ $175.00 
70 Lake Drive​ Programs 
Lake Peekskill, NY 10537​ Musical theater camp cancelled 

low enrollment 
 
Kara Navas​ $175.00 
118 Pleasant Road​ Programs 
Lake Peekskill, NY 10537​ Musical theater camp cancelled 

low enrollment 
 
Shauna Callahan​ $185.00 
34 Argyle Street​ Programs 
Lake Peekskill, NY 10537​ Musical theater camp cancelled 

low enrollment 
 
Emilia Costa​ $175.00 
12 Woodleigh Road​ Programs 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579​ Musical theater camp cancelled 

low enrollment 
 
Emily Juric​ $141.00 
25 Greenway Ter. N​ Day camp 
Mahopac, NY 10541​ Could not attend day camp has 

Dr’s note due to illness. 
 
 
Alexandra Meisner​ $500.00 
5 Becker Street​ LPCC 
Lake Peekskill, NY 10537​ Deposit refund 
 
Jenner Noguera​ $500.00 
95 Lake Drive​ LPCC 
Lake Peekskill, NY 10537​ Deposit refund 
 
Jenna Conte​ $200.00 
87 Oscawana Lake Road​ Park usage 
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Putnam Valley, NY 10579​ Pavilion refund cancelled date 
 
Juan Rodas​ $500.00 
192 Tanglewylde Road​ LPCC 
Lake Peekskill, NY 10537​ Deposit refund for 8/8/26 
 
Juan Rodas​ $500.00 
192 Tanglewylde Road​ LPCC 
Lake Peekskill, NY 10537​ Deposit refund for 8/23/26 

cancelled 
 
 

Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried​  

 

APPROVE DRIVEWAY OPENING PERMIT REPORT 

Presented by Councilwoman Howard 

RESOLUTION #R26-277 

              RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves the following driveway opening 
permits 

For May & July 2026, the following application(s) were filed for driveway opening 
permits. 

 

PERMIT #​        NAME & LOCATION​ ​ ​ DATE​ ​ ​ FEE 

 

2026-02​ ​ Brenden Foran​ ​ ​ 05/12/2026​ ​ $200.00 

​ ​ ​ Wenonah Road 

 

2026-03​ ​ Frank EW. Rush​ ​            07/16/2026​ ​ $200.00 
​ ​ ​ Cayuga Road 
 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 

 



TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY​ ​ August 19th, 2026 
TOWN BOARD MEETING​ ​ PAGE 19 
 
DISMISSAL OF EMPLOYEE 

Presented by Councilman Russo 

RESOLUTION #R26-278 

             RESOLVED, as per Local 456 International Brotherhood of Teamsters, ARTICLE 
XII Section 1 Probationary Period, Stephen Marchetti has been dismissed from 
employment with the Highway Department  

August 13, 2026, was his last day of work. 

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 

 

BUDGET TRANSFER & AMENDMENTS 

Presented by Councilman Luongo 

RESOLUTION #R26-279 

                    RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves the attached Budget Transfers 
and Amendments for Year-to-Date as of August 9th, 2026. 
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Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried 

 

AUDIT OF MONTHLY BILLS 

Presented by Councilman Luongo 

RESOLUTION #R26-280 

              RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves the following bills, after audit, to be 
paid                     

                         VOUCHER NUMBER ​ ​ ​ ​        AMOUNTS 

                             55802-56108                                                      $488,852.36 

                             55784-56126                                                      $105,347.86 

                             56033-56125                                                      $126,504.28 

                             56136-56139​ ​ ​ ​ ​          $21,833.34 

 
Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 
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APPROVE PAYMENT TO KINGSTON EQUIPMENT 
 
Presented by Councilman Luongo 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-281 
 
              RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes payment of the third installment to 
Kingston Equipment Rental, Inc. in the amount of $461,660.20. 
This is for the Cimarron Road Bridge Project and has been signed off on by Todd 
Atkinson, Town Engineer. 
 
Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried. 
 

 



TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY​ ​ August 19th, 2026 
TOWN BOARD MEETING​ ​ PAGE 24 
 
 
AUTHORIZE FINANCE DIRECTOR TO “GO OUT TO BID FOR RENEWAL OF BOND” 
 
Presented by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried. 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-282 
 
               RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorizes the Finance Director, in 
conjunction with our Financial Advisors, CMA, to go out to bid for the renewal of the 
Bond Anticipation Note (Original $8.5 million in 2023) in the amount of ​
$6,179,500.  This amount is to cover the remaining projects from the 2023 storm repairs 
(FEMA-related). 
 
Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried 
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APPROVE AMENDMENT TO MAX GARFINKLE’S CONTRACT FOR INTERIM 
WETLANDS INSPECTOR 
 
Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-283 
 
             RESOLVED, that the Town Board approves the amendment to Max Garfinkle’s 
contract for Interim Wetlands Inspector. 
 
Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried. 
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DISCUSSION ON SURVIVING SPOUSE EXEMPTION 
 
The Town Board discussed a proposed property tax exemption for the surviving spouse of a 
police officer who died in the line of duty. 

Councilman Russo explained that, if adopted, the exemption would provide a 50% exemption 
from the Town portion of property taxes for an eligible surviving spouse. 

The discussion was prompted in part by a resident who contacted Councilman Russo regarding 
the issue. The resident had lost her husband, who was a police officer, although his death did not 
occur in the line of duty. She emphasized that she was not seeking the exemption for herself, but 
wanted the Board to consider the potential financial hardship that can accompany the loss of a 
spouse, particularly for families with children. 

Councilman Russo stated that the exemption could be viewed as a way of honoring the families 
of police officers who make the ultimate sacrifice while serving the community. She noted that 
the Town is unlikely to have a large number of eligible recipients, given the limited 
circumstances under which the exemption would apply. 
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The Board discussed information provided by the resident regarding the potential financial 
impact. Based on the resident’s research, the median value of owner-occupied homes in Putnam 
Valley was estimated at approximately $510,900, with the Town portion of property taxes 
estimated at approximately $1,876 annually. A 50% exemption would therefore represent 
approximately $938 per year for such a property. 

The resident also noted that Putnam Valley has more than 4,000 homes and estimated that, if the 
cost of the exemption were distributed among all households, the impact would be relatively 
small. The Board acknowledged that the actual financial impact would need to be determined 
using the Town’s official assessment and tax data. 

Board members expressed general support for continuing to explore the exemption, noting the 
sacrifices made by police officers and other first responders and the significant impact the loss of 
a spouse can have on a family. 

The Board discussed the need to obtain additional information regarding the financial impact and 
the legal requirements for adopting such an exemption. It was noted that the County has adopted 
a similar exemption and that several other municipalities have also enacted local laws. 

The Board indicated that it would continue to research the matter and consult with the Town’s 
attorney to determine the appropriate process and obtain accurate financial information before 
taking further action. 

No formal action was taken at this time. 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

A question was raised regarding the investigative authority and responsibility for reviewing 
existing property tax exemptions to ensure that applicants continue to meet all applicable 
eligibility requirements. 

It was noted that the Assessor’s role is to review applications and supporting documentation and 
apply the requirements established by law, rather than independently conduct investigations into 
whether an applicant is complying with requirements outside the information provided with the 
application. 

The Board discussed concerns regarding whether individuals receiving certain exemptions 
continue to meet all eligibility requirements. It was noted that some exemptions require 
supporting documentation, including income information and other documentation establishing 
eligibility. 

A specific concern was raised regarding senior exemptions and situations where other adults or 
children residing in the household may affect eligibility. The Board discussed the distinction 
between the responsibilities of the Assessor and those of the school district, particularly where an 
exemption may depend upon whether children in the household are attending school. 
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It was noted that the school district is not involved in the exemption application process and 
generally receives information regarding the resulting tax liability rather than the underlying 
application and qualification process. 

The Board agreed that additional information is needed regarding who has investigative 
authority when there is a question about whether an existing exemption continues to meet 
statutory requirements and what procedure should be followed to bring such concerns 
forward. The matter will continue to be reviewed. 

Library Parking Lot 

An update was provided regarding the library parking lot. The parking lot has been repaired and 
repaved, with new striping and improved visibility. It was noted that the work has significantly 
improved the condition of the parking lot and reduced concerns regarding access and safety. 

Library Program 

A Board member announced that the library offers a Widow’s program on Mondays at 4:00 p.m. 
Residents interested in the program, or those who know someone who may benefit from it, were 
encouraged to contact the library for additional information. 

School Opening and School Bus Safety 

The Board discussed the upcoming opening of the school year and reminded residents to use 
additional caution when driving in the community. 

It was noted that school bus routes and stops can change from year to year, and residents should 
allow additional travel time during the first week of school to become familiar with new bus 
routes and stops. 

The Board emphasized that passing a stopped school bus is extremely dangerous and can have 
catastrophic consequences for children who may be crossing the roadway to board or exit the 
bus. Residents were encouraged to slow down, pay attention to school buses, and allow 
additional time rather than rushing. 

The Board also discussed the increasing use of cameras to enforce school bus safety laws and 
noted that other municipalities have reported significant numbers of violations captured by 
school bus cameras. 

Town Day and September 11th Remembrance 

The Board reminded residents that the Putnam Valley Volunteer Fire Department will again 
participate in Town Day, providing a concession stand with food and refreshments. 
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The Fire Department also discussed its plans for the upcoming September 11th remembrance 
ceremony. Firefighters will participate in a stair-climb-style event using Tinker Hill. Because 
Putnam Valley does not have the type of tall stairway used for similar events in New York City, 
firefighters will climb Tinker Hill while wearing full turnout gear. 

Following the climb, firefighters will proceed to the Town Park for the September 11th 
ceremony. 

The ceremony will begin at 6:30 p.m., rather than the usual 6:00 p.m. start time, to allow 
additional activities to be incorporated into the program. 

The Board noted that this year marks the 25th anniversary of September 11th, and encouraged 
residents to attend the ceremony and support the Town’s firefighters. 

Moratorium 

A question was raised regarding the status of the Town’s moratorium and whether there has been 
any recent state legislation concerning the matter. 

It was noted that information had been circulated regarding proposed or recently enacted 
statewide legislation. The Board requested that the information be forwarded so that it could be 
reviewed and researched further. 

 

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to enter into a brief Executive session at 7:09 p.m. to discuss 
personnel issues. 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to reopen the meeting at 7:28 p.m.; nothing was passed, and 
no motions were made. 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to adjourn the meeting at 7:29 p.m. 

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried. 
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Next Town Board Meeting:  Work Session, Wednesday, September 9th, 2026, 
5 PM 

 

Supporting Documents can be viewed by clicking the following link  

8-19-2026-Town-Board-Meeting-Agenda-with-supporting-documents.pdf 

 

The meeting can be watched in its entirety by clicking the following link 

Town Board Meeting: August 19, 2026 - YouTube 

                                                                                      

                                                                                      Respectfully submitted, 

 
                                                                                                            Michelle Stephens 
 
                                                                                       Michelle Stephens 
                                                                                       Town Clerk 
                                                                                       8/21/2026 

 

 

 

 

 
 

https://www.putnamvalley.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/08/8-19-2026-Town-Board-Meeting-Agenda-with-supporting-documents.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2PtkHMCwuFc

