
 
TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY 

Town Board Work Session  

May 13th, 2026 
Town Hall​ ​ ​ 5 PM 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 
Meeting called to Order 

Pledge of Allegiance 

 

 

1.​ Approval of Minutes 
2.​ Resolution on New York State Electronic School Bus Mandate 
3.​ Districts:  

a.​ Approve LOMAC Reimbursement for NYSFOLA Conference 2026 
b.​ Approve 2026 Northview Spring Cleanup 
c.​ Approve Contract for Sewer Station Generator Replacement 
d.​ Approve Lake Oscawana Harvester Operators Appointments 2026 

4.​ Finance:  Approve BAN Renewal 
5.​ Approve NYSFOLA Regional Conference for Lower Hudson Lakes 
6.​ Facilities Department: 

a.​ Approve Putnam County Humane Society Shelter Contract 
b.​ Approve SPCA Dog Control Officer Contract 
c.​ Authorize Computer Lease Purchase Agreement with Hewlett Packard 

7.​ Approve New Seizure Fee Schedule for Shelter Services 
8.​ Approve Standard Workday Resolution 
9.​ Approve Engagement of Michael Towle for MS4 Support Services 
10.​ Discuss Town Day Fees for Not-for-Profit Organizations 
11.​ Approve Payment to Max Garfinkle as Interim Wetlands Inspector 
12.​ Review Consent Judgment in Settlement of Tax Certiorari Proceeding 
13.​ Building Department: Daily Fee Report Summary April 1-30, 2026 
14.​ Public Comment [Three-Minute Time Limit Per Person] 

 

Adjournment 

Next Town Board Meeting:  Wednesday, May 27th, 2026 6 PM​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ [Please Note Date Change] 
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TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY 

TOWN BOARD WORK SESSION 

Wednesday, May 13th, 2026 

5:00 PM 

 

 

PRESENT:​ ​ ​ Supervisor Jolicoeur 
​ ​ ​ ​ Councilman Luongo 

Councilman Brooks 
Councilman Russo 
Councilwoman Howard 

 

ALSO PRESENT: ​            Town Clerk Michelle Stephens 
Town Counsel Lillian Meade 
 

 

 

Supervisor Jolicoeur opened the meeting at 5:05 pm with the Recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance, followed by a moment of silence by Councilman Luongo 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 📋 
Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-191 
 
              RESOLVED, that the Putnam Valley Town Board authorize the Supervisor to 
accept the Town Board meeting minutes from April 15th and April 29th, 2026 
 
Seconded by Councilwoman Howard 
 
RESOLUTION ON New York State Electronic School Bus Mandate 🚌 
Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-192 
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Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 

Councilman Russo presented detailed comments regarding the school district’s 
feasibility study on electric school bus implementation. 
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He stated that the district’s independent analysis determined that certain existing bus 
routes could not currently be completed reliably using available electric bus technology 
due to terrain and operational conditions. 

Additional concerns presented included: 

●​ projected electrification costs estimated at approximately $11.7 million before 
incentives,  

●​ projected costs remaining above $8.4 million even after incentives, 💰 
●​ uncertainty regarding future grants, inflation, utility rates, replacement battery 

costs, and infrastructure expenses,  
●​ required charging infrastructure upgrades,  
●​ trenching and electrical improvements,  
●​ new utility service demands, and  
●​ concerns regarding electrical grid capacity.  

He further noted that consultants involved in the study reportedly recommended 
delaying electrification of the district’s most demanding routes until future years in hopes 
that battery technology improves. 

Councilman Russo stated that while environmental goals are important, implementation 
timelines should also consider affordability, operational reliability, student safety, and 
taxpayer burden. He thanked the Town Board for considering a resolution requesting the 
state reevaluate implementation timelines and flexibility for local districts. 

Board members acknowledged that school transportation policy is primarily under 
school district jurisdiction but expressed concern regarding feasibility and infrastructure 
readiness. Additional discussion referenced recent reporting on aging electrical 
infrastructure throughout the Northeast and broader concerns regarding grid reliability. 

Discussion also touched upon: 

●​ growth in electric vehicle usage,  
●​ effects on energy demand,  
●​ evolving vehicle technology, and  
●​ the possibility that hybrid technologies may presently be more practical in some 

circumstances.  
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APPROVE LOMAC REIMBURSEMENT FOR NYSFOLA CONFERENCE 2026 
Presented by Councilman Brooks 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-193 
 
               RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve LOMAC's request that Judy Dronzek 
attend the NYSFOLA conference in Lake George, May 1-May 2, 2026, and that she be 
reimbursed for expenses incurred while attending. The anticipated expenses are as 
follows: 

●​ NYSFOLA Conference: $350 
●​ Hotel @ $157/day x 2 nights: $314 🏨 
●​ Mileage reimbursement: Not to exceed 350 miles x $.72.5/mile = $253.75 

The district will cover the cost. 🚗 
 
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 
 
 
APPROVE 2026 NORTHVIEW SPRING CLEANUP 
Presented by Councilman Luongo 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-194 
 
              RESOLVED, that the Town Board accept the attached proposal from Landwork 
Contractors for the spring cleanup of Northview Estates.  The total cost for this work is 
$2,350.00, which will be covered by the district.  All organic debris generated from the 
cleanup will be disposed of at the Town Highway organic waste pile. 🌿 
 
Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 
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APPROVE CONTRACT FOR SEWER STATION GENERATOR REPLACEMENT 
Presented by Councilwoman Howard 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-195 
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       RESOLVED, that the Town Board ratify the Supervisor’s signature on the attached 
estimate for the replacement of the generator at the sewer station.   
While the current generator remains operational, it is outdated, and replacement parts 
are no longer available. It has been issuing continuous warning codes, indicating that the 
system requires immediate attention. This situation now constitutes an emergency, as the 
Town cannot risk a failure at the sewer station or potential DEC fines. 
The Board has agreed to award the project to Light Electric.  The scope of work includes 
the installation of one 26 KW auto-start, auto-transfer Generac generator, along with a 
10-year, full-coverage manufacturer’s warranty covering all parts and labor.  The total 
cost of the generator is $11,120.  The district will cover the full cost. 
I also request that the Town Board waive all permitting fees for this project.  
Your approval to ratify the Supervisor’s signature will allow this essential project to move 
forward without delay. 
 
Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 
 
 
APPROVE LAKE OSCAWANA HARVESTER OPERATORS’ APPOINTMENTS 2026 
Presented by Councilman Russo  
 
RESOLUTION #R26-196 
 
           RESOLVED, that the Town Board appoint the following personnel to the Lake 
Oscawana Harvester Crew for the 2026 season (May-October).  These positions are paid 
on an hourly rate with no benefits.  They will work on an as-needed basis. The cost will 
be paid for by the district.  

●​ Mathew Florio Lake Oscawana Harvester Operator @ an hourly rate of $26.50 
●​ Brendan O’Brien Assistant Harvester Operator @ an hourly rate of $25.00 
●​ Mike Smith Assistant Harvester Operator @ an hourly rate of $24.00 
●​ Earl Smith Assistant Harvester Operator @ an hourly rate of $24.00 
●​ Kenneth Sills Assistant Harvester Operator/Truck Driver @ an hourly rate of $20 
●​ David Contini Assistant Harvester Operator/Truck Driver @ an hourly rate of $20. 

Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried 
 
AMENDMENT TO LAKE OSCAWANA LAKE HARVESTER 
OPERATORS’APPOINTMENTS 2026 
Presented by Councilman Russo 
  
RESOLUTION #R26-197 
                    
                RESOLVED, that the Town Board amend the hourly rate of Kenneth Sills and 
David Contini as Assistant Harvester Operators from $20 to $24 per hour with no 
benefits.   
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Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried 
 
 
 
APPROVE BAN RENEWAL 
Presented by Councilman Brooks 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-198 
 
               RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Finance Director to go out to bid 
for the renewal of a (combined) Bond Anticipation Note in the amount of $935,000.00. 
This amount is to cover the remaining amounts of previously issued BANS for Highway 
Department equipment ($425,000, originally issued in 2023, and $450,000, originally 
issued in 2025), notes for other highway equipment ($25K), and the purchase of the 
Aquatic Weed Harvester for Lake Oscawana District ($35K of the original $175k) issued 
in 2021. 🏗 ️
 
Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 
 
 
 
APPROVE NYSFOLA REGIONAL CONFERENCE FOR LOWER HUDSON LAKES 
Presented by Councilman Luongo 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-199 
 

       RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Town Supervisor to attend the 
Lower Hudson Lakes New York State Federation of Lake Associations Regional 
Conference on June 5, 2026, at a cost of $35, which will be appropriated from the general 
fund.  
 
Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried 
 
 
APPROVE PUTNAM COUNTY HUMANE SOCIETY SHELTER CONTRACT 
REMOVED FROM AGENDA 
 
APPROVE SPCA DOG CONTROL OFFICER CONTRACT 
REMOVED FROM AGENDA 
 
AUTHORIZE COMPUTER LEASE PURCHASE AGREEMENT WITH HEWLETT 
PACKARD 
Presented by Councilwoman Howard 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-200 
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                   RESOLVED, that the Putnam Valley Town Board authorize the Town 
Supervisor to sign a Lease Agreement with Hewlett Packard Enterprise Financial 
Services, 200 Connell Drive, Berkley Heights, NJ 17922, for the replacement of 11 
desktop computers for town staff for a cost of $18,059.25.    The lease payments will be 
$533.82 a month for 36 months (3 years) with a $1.00 buy-out option.  This Agreement is 
for the purposes of upgrading equipment on a rolling basis.    Equipment will be provided 
through CDW Government and is part of the Hewlett-Packard Information Technology 
Umbrella State Contract.  Funding has been included in the 2026 Budget.  This is subject 
to final approval of the contract by the Town Attorney.  
 
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 
 
 
APPROVE NEW SEIZURE FEE SCHEDULE FOR SHELTER SERVICES 🐕 
Presented by Councilman Russo 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-201 
 

                   RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following new seizure fees, as 
requested by Putnam Humane, which will be assuming responsibility for shelter services: 
🐾 

 First Pick-Up: $30 for the first day, plus $25 for each additional day 

       Second Pick-Up (within one year): $50 for the first day, plus $25 for each additional 
day 

           Subsequent Pick-Ups: Each occurrence will increase by $25 over the previous fee, 
plus $25 for each additional day, and will include the issuance of an appearance ticket by 
the Dog Control Officer (DCO) 

Councilman Russo made a motion to strike through the second sentence as Putnam 
Humane didn’t request changes to the fees 

Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried 
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APPROVE STANDARD WORKDAY RESOLUTION 

Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 

RESOLUTION #R26-202 

                  RESOLVED, that the Putnam Valley Town Board amend Resolution #R25-184 
and add a new Standard Workday Resolution.  In addition, I respectfully request that the 
Putnam Valley Town Board hereby establish the following workdays for elected and 
appointed officials and will report the following days to the New York State and Local 
Employees Retirement System based on the record of activities maintained and 
submitted by these officials to the Clerk of this body.  This amendment to the Resolution 
is to add Town Supervisor Alison Jolicoeur and Councilman CJ Brooks to the NYSLRS 
Retirement system. 
 
Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 

 

APPROVE ENGAGEMENT OF MICHAEL TOWLE FOR MS4 SUPPORT SERVICES 

Presented by Councilman Brooks 

RESOLUTION #R26-203 

                    RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the engagement of the 
services of Michael Towle for the purposes of providing assistance with MS4 mapping 
and training at an hourly rate of $95.00 per hour per diem, for a limited capacity of 50 
hours, for a maximum cost of $4,750.00.  Michael will be developing the work plan, 
which includes the process for data collection and preparing it for the GIS, designing the 
data scheme to comply with MS4 requirements, build the field collection application, and 
train staff on data collection and data preparation.  The funding for Michael’s services 
will be appropriated from the $21,600 awarded to the Town through the Non-Agricultural 
Nonpoint Source Planning and MS4 Mapping Grant (NPG) for the Town’s MS4 Mapping 
Project. 
 
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried. 
 
 
DISCUSS TOWN DAY FEES FOR NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 💲 
 
Presented by Councilman Luongo 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-204 
 

TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD RESOLUTION NO. 204 OF 2026 
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ESTABLISHING TOWN DAY BOOTH FEES AND AUTHORIZING WAIVER​
OF SUCH FEES FOR QUALIFYING NOT-FOR-PROFIT ORGANIZATIONS 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Board has determined to conduct Town Day as a 

Town-sponsored civic and community event for the benefit of Town residents; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Town Board finds that Town Day serves authorized municipal 

purposes, including civic engagement, community development, cultural enrichment, 
education, recreation, historical and public-information programming, and the promotion 
of the general welfare of the Town and its residents; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Board further finds that participation in Town Day by 

certain not-for-profit organizations may provide direct public benefits to the Town and its 
residents through educational displays, cultural or historical exhibits, demonstrations, 
performances, youth activities, public-health information, community outreach, 
volunteer recruitment, and similar programming and services; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town Board wishes to establish a standard booth fee for private 

entities participating in Town Day, while also authorizing the waiver of such fee for 
qualifying not-for-profit organizations whose participation is determined by the Town to 
advance the public purposes of Town Day and to provide fair and adequate consideration 
to the Town in the form of such participation and related public benefit; and 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the booth fee for any private entity 

participating in Town Day shall be Fifty Dollars ($50.00) per booth; and be it further 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby authorizes waiver of the Town Day 

booth fee for a not-for-profit organization that is determined by the Town to satisfy the 
criteria set forth in this Resolution; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that in order to qualify for such waiver, the not-for-profit organization 

must be participating in Town Day in a manner that advances one or more authorized 
municipal purposes of the event, including civic, cultural, educational, recreational, 
historical, public-information, youth, community-service, or similar public-facing 
purposes beneficial to Town residents; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Town shall grant such waiver only where it determines that 

the not-for-profit organization’s participation will provide identifiable public benefits in 
connection with Town Day, which may include, without limitation, educational materials, 
demonstrations, performances, exhibits, children’s programming, community outreach, 
historical displays, public-health information, or volunteer and civic engagement 
activities; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby finds and determines that, where the 

foregoing criteria are satisfied, the not-for-profit organization’s participation in Town Day 
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constitutes consideration to the Town and that the value of such participation and public 
benefit is at least reasonably equivalent to the Fifty Dollar ($50.00) booth fee being 
waived; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that no separate application for fee waiver shall be required from a 

not-for-profit organization, and the determination whether a not-for-profit organization 
meets the foregoing criteria may be made by the Town Board based upon the 
organization’s known or proposed participation in the event and the public benefit 
expected to be provided; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that any waiver granted pursuant to this Resolution shall be based 

upon the nature of the organization’s participation in Town Day and the public purposes 
thereby served, and not solely upon the organization’s status as a not-for-profit 
organization; and be it further 

 
RESOLVED, that this Resolution shall take effect immediately and shall apply to 

Town Day 2026 and thereafter unless modified or rescinded by further resolution of the 
Town Board. 
 
Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried 
 
 
 
APPROVE PAYMENT TO MAX GARFINKLE AS INTERIM WETLANDS INSPECTOR 
Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-205 
 

                     RESOLVED, further to Resolution #R26-190 approving the hiring of 
Max Garfinkle as an Interim Wetlands Inspector for three months while Bruce Barber is 
out, that the Town Board approve the hourly rate of $70.00 in payment of said services at 
no additional cost to the Town. 
 
Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 
 
 
REVIEW CONSENT JUDGMENT IN SETTLEMENT OF TAX CERTIORARI 
PROCEEDING 
 
Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-206 
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Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to approve the consent, judgment, and authorize the 
Town Attorney to execute it. 
 
Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried 
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Counsel explained that the property had previously been subdivided; however, the 
assessment had not been adjusted following the subdivision. The Assessor determined 
that it was appropriate to reduce the assessment proportionally based on the acreage 
that had been separated from the original parcel. 
 
 
DAILY FEE REPORT SUMMARY APRIL 1-30, 2026 
 
Presented by Councilman Russo 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-207 
 
 

 
 
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 
 
 
 
🎤 PUBLIC COMMENT 

During the public comment portion of the meeting, several residents addressed the Town 
Board on procedural, financial, infrastructure, environmental, and community matters. 

Meeting Process and Public Comment Structure 
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One speaker advocated for a dedicated public comment period specifically tied to 
agenda items before board action occurs. The resident expressed concern that 
commenting after votes limits meaningful public participation and context. 

Tax Assessments and Budget Impacts 

❓ Questions were raised regarding a subdivision-related tax assessment and whether 
resulting tax adjustments would shift burdens onto other taxpayers. Discussion also 
focused on how reductions from successful tax certiorari challenges affect local budgets, 
particularly the library budget, since library funding is based on approved tax levy 
expectations. Board members explained that the county guarantees town tax payments, 
including library portions. 

Library and School District Matters 

A resident thanked attendees and organizers for a recent library candidate meeting, 
describing it as well-attended and productive. The public was also reminded of the 
upcoming school budget vote, trustee election, and library budget vote. 

Animal Shelter / Kennel Operations 

Questions were asked regarding proposed changes to the SPCA contract and the future 
of the town kennel operation. Town officials explained that new state regulations and 
stricter operational requirements — including issues related to water supply and 
sanitation standards — have made continued operation of the current kennel facility 
difficult. 

Waiver of Fees and Nonprofit Policy 

Residents questioned the town’s policy regarding fee waivers for nonprofits and public 
events. Specific discussion centered on sewer-related fees, Town Day activities, and 
previous requests involving local organizations. Town officials stated that guidance from 
the New York Association of Towns supported the town’s ability to waive certain fees 
when a clear public purpose exists. 

Electric School Bus Resolution 

Multiple speakers praised the board for adopting a resolution concerning electric school 
buses. Speakers described the mandate as financially burdensome for school districts 
and taxpayers, while acknowledging that transportation technology continues to evolve. 
Concerns were expressed about potential impacts on educational programming if 
districts are required to absorb major transportation costs. 

Brook Falls Road Culvert Replacement Project 
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Board members and residents discussed the Brook Falls Road culvert replacement 
project, including approval of a payment exceeding $933,000 for construction work 
associated with storm recovery from July 2023. Officials noted that FEMA 
reimbursement is expected. Additional discussion addressed bridge closures, 
construction timelines, and the long history of flooding and storm damage in the area. 

Hudson Highlands Property Discussion 

❓ Questions were raised about plans involving a Hudson Highlands property and 
whether public access opportunities may eventually be available. Officials indicated that 
the organization currently controls the property but has allowed some municipal use. 

Memorial Day Event Announcement 

The board announced that the town’s Memorial Day ceremony would be held at Town 
Hall on the Monday preceding Memorial Day, May 25th, with additional scheduling 
information to be publicly distributed. 

 
 
AMENDMENT TO ADD APPROVAL OF PAYMENT FOR BROOK FALLS ROAD CULVERT 
PROJECT 
 
Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-208 
 
                RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve payment in the sum of $933,756.90 to 
T&A Construction, Inc for works performed related to the Brook Falls Rd Culvert 
Replacement Project.  Funding for this project will be reimbursable through FEMA 
following the storm of July of 2023. 
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Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried. 
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Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to close the meeting at 5:42 pm 
 
Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried 
 
Next Town Board Meeting:  Wednesday, May 27th, 2026, 6 PM​
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ [Please Note Date Change] 

 
Supporting Documents can be viewed using the following link 
 
05-13-2026-Town-Board-WORK-SESSION-with-supporting-documents.pdf 
 
The following is the link to watch the meeting in its entirety 
 
Town Board Work Session: May 13, 2026 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                  Respectfully Submitted, 

​  

Michelle Stephens 

Michelle Stephens 
Town Clerk  

                                                                                                                      May 14, 2026 

https://www.putnamvalley.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/05-13-2026-Town-Board-WORK-SESSION-with-supporting-documents.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=efsezvS1JyI

