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TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY 

Town Board Meeting​
February 18th, 2026 

Town Hall​ ​ ​ 6 PM 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~​
AGENDA 

Meeting called to Order​
Pledge of Allegiance 

1.​ Community Reports 
2.​ Public Hearing: Local Law Amending Senior Citizen Property Tax 

Exemption 
3.​ Public Hearing: Local Law Amending Veterans Property Tax Exemption 
4.​ Supervisor’s Comments 
5.​ Legislative Reports 
6.​ Approval of Minutes 
7.​ Introduce Local Law Waiving Residency Requirement for Town Assessor 
8.​ Approve Establishment of Official Town of Putnam Valley Facebook Page 
9.​ Districts:  Authorize Solicitation of Bids for LPID Truck 
10.​ Appoint Climate Smart Communities Task Force Charter Members 
11.​ Approve Award of Cimarron Road Culvert Project 
12.​ Approve Award of 22 Peekskill Hollow Road Building Demolition Project 
13.​ Approve Roaring Brook Lake Preservation Committee Appointments 
14.​ Approve Neighborhood Business Committee Appointments 
15.​ Parks & Recreation: 

a.​ Approve February 2026 Refunds 
b.​ Approve February 2026 Personnel Changes 

16.​ Finance:   
a.​ Budget Transfer and Amendments 
b.​ Audit of Monthly Bills 

17.​ Public Comment [Three-Minute Time Limit Per Person] 

Adjournment 

Next Town Board Meeting:  Work Session, Wednesday, March 11th, 2026, 5 PM 

 

                                                   TOWN BOARD MEETING 

Wednesday, January 28, 2026 
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6:00 PM 

 
 

PRESENT:​ ​          Supervisor Jolicoeur 
                                         Councilman Brooks 
                                         Councilman Russo 
                                         Councilwoman Howard 
 
ABSENT:                        Councilman Luongo 
 
ALSO PRESENT: ​         Town Clerk Michelle Stephens 
                                         Deputy Clerk Amy Cargain 
                                         Town Counsel David E. Daniels 
                                         Town Counsel Lillian Mead 

 

Supervisor Jolicoeur opened the meeting at 6:05 pm with the Recitation of the Pledge of 
Allegiance, followed by a moment of silence by Councilman Brooks to honor First 
responders. Members of the military, for those we have lost, and for Community 
members who observe Ash Wednesday and Ramadan 

 

COMMUNITY REPORTS 

Ambulance Corps Report 

Presenter: Lieutenant Cole (Putnam Valley Volunteer Ambulance Corps) 

Lieutenant Cole reported the following activity for January: 

●​ Total calls responded to: 73 
●​ Motor vehicle accidents: 12 
●​ Mutual aid calls to other districts: 6 
●​ Total personnel standby and response hours: 589 hours 
●​ Storm standby deployments: 2 

He emphasized the critical importance of clearly visible house numbers, noting that the 
lack of visible addresses significantly delays emergency response times and could 
impact life-saving care. 
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He also encouraged residents to volunteer, stating that opportunities exist for both 
operational and support roles, including administrative committees, event planning, 
and facility support. Training is provided, and volunteers of all ages are welcome. 

STATE ASSEMBLYMAN MATT SLATTER UPDATE 

Assemblyman Slater provided a legislative update, focusing primarily on the ongoing 
energy cost crisis and state budget developments. 

Energy Costs and Utility Bills 

Assemblyman Slater explained that utility bills consist of three components: 

1.​ Delivery rate (regulated by the Public Service Commission) 
2.​ Supply rate (unregulated, approximately 44% of the bill) 
3.​ Taxes, fees, and surcharges (approximately 12%) 

He stated that: 

●​ Delivery rates have not increased since May. 
●​ The recent spike in bills is primarily due to increased supply costs driven by cold 

weather and high demand. 
●​ Transportation costs for natural gas from southern states contribute to higher 

prices in New York. 

He recommended residents: 

●​ Check whether they have outdated "day/night meters," which expose customers 
to higher supply volatility. 

●​ Consider switching to standard meters. 
●​ Explore assistance programs such as HEAP and budget billing options. 

Assemblyman Slater also reported leading a coalition requesting the Governor to: 

●​ Issue energy rebate payments using state reserve funds. 
●​ Temporarily suspend utility-related taxes and surcharges. 
●​ Expedite development of new baseload power generation. 

State Budget Overview 

Key budget highlights included: 

●​ Total proposed state budget: $260 billion 
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●​ Medicaid spending: $122.6 billion 
●​ Education funding: $39.6 billion statewide 

Putnam Valley Central School District is expected to receive: 

●​ 3.2% increase 
●​ Approximately $557,000 in additional state aid 

Transportation and Infrastructure 

Assemblyman Slater noted that: 

●​ The Hudson Valley has the worst-rated roads and bridges in New York State. 
●​ He is advocating for increased CHIPS funding for local roads. 
●​ He proposed a tax credit of up to $1,000 for vehicle damage caused by potholes. 

Environmental and Infrastructure Grants 

He also discussed: 

●​ Clean water infrastructure funding opportunities 
●​ Septic replacement program advocacy for Lake Peekskill and other lake 

communities 
●​ Environmental Protection Fund maintenance at $425 million 

SEQRA Reform Proposal 

Assemblyman Slater explained proposed changes to environmental review procedures, 
including statutory timelines for review completion. He emphasized the importance of 
maintaining local control and requested feedback from municipal officials. 

Putnam Valley Central School District Report 

Presenter: Sam Olivero 

The Board reported several upcoming events and district developments: 

Upcoming Events: 

●​ Young Artist Exhibition and Auction: February 28 at Tompkins Corners Cultural 
Center 

●​ Elementary Musical: March 13 
●​ Middle School Musical: March 21–22 
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●​ High School Musical (Into the Woods): April 17–19 

The district has begun its annual budget development process and expects to remain 
within the state tax cap. 

Athletic achievements included: 

●​ Competitive cheerleading team winning the State Championship 
●​ Wrestling team winning Sectional Championship 
●​ Over 90% of student-athletes maintain academic averages above 90% 

TOMPKINS CORNER CULTURAL CENTER 

Linda Thornton gave the following report 
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Commission for the Conservation of the Environment (CCE) / Climate Smart 
Communities Update 

Beth Gorman gave the following report 

The Putnam Valley Commission for Conservation of the Environment (CCE) advises 
Town boards on environmental impacts, conducts and maintains studies and 
inventories of the Town’s natural/man-made resources and open spaces, educates the 
public, coordinates with partner groups and agencies, and recommends plans, 
programs, and local-law changes to protect and improve environmental quality. A 
summary of recent CCE activities is summarized below: 
Natural Resource Inventory (NRI) Adoption. A NRI compiles information on important, 
naturally occurring features within the municipality such as geology, soils, streams, 
wetlands, forests, wildlife, and related cultural resources. In March 2019 the Putnam 
Valley NRI was published and brought before the Town Board, which “accepted” the 
document with the intention to “adopt” at a later date. The CCE advises that the Town 
Board formally adopt the NRI. Adoption clarifies the relationship of the Putnam Valley 
NRI to the municipality, which in turn will strengthen future grant opportunities.  
Open Space Inventory (OSI) Exploration. An OSI builds on an NRI and serves as a 
guide for conservation, recreation, and land use planning decisions. The CCE is 
exploring grant opportunities to develop an OSI with minimal financial impact to 
Putnam Valley. 
Climate Smart is a New York State program to assist local governments in reducing 
greenhouse gas emissions while saving taxpayer dollars. Putnam Valley has appointed 
volunteers to serve in a local Climate Smart Task Force to inventory our town's current 
sustainability efforts and strategize for future actions. Members of the Public can 
expect more activity and events (such as Earth Week, see below) from the Climate 
Smart Task Force. Updates can be found through social feeds and CCE 
announcements. 
Earth Week. A week of Earth Day-themed events is scheduled in April, including nature 
walks, speakers, hikes, and social events to showcase our community's 
beautiful natural resources. The event is coordinated in partnership with Putnam 
Valley's Climate Smart Task Force and the CCE. Future updates will be provided with 
event details.  
Membership. The CCE has a newly approved member, Michael Towle. Mike works in 
local government in Connecticut and has a background in Environmental Science. The 
CCE still has a vacant seat. If interested, please reach out to: CCEofPV@gmail.com 

 

 

mailto:CCEofPV@gmail.com
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Putnam Valley Library 

Joe Ferraro gave the following report: 
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Parks and Rec/Fire Department 

Frank DiMarco gave the following report 
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HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT  

Shawn Keeler gave the following report 

Good evening, ladies and Gentlemen 
I’d like to take a moment to thank the men and women of the Highway Department for 
their continued hard work and dedication over the past 4 years. 
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Also, would like to thank the guys for working through the storms so far this year. Of 
the 7 weekends in 2026, we have had 1 full weekend with no over time. Hopefully, we 
are done with winter, and spring will be here, so we can get started on our projects.  

Some of you may have heard of a road salt shortage, which is the case, but I confirmed 
that Putnam County and I should start receiving our orders as early as tomorrow. 
Fingers crossed 

Between snow events, we have been out removing snow from the edges of roads and 
snow banks throughout town 

We have been out cold patching and have finalized our list of roads we plan on 
Blacktopping in 2026. I have met with the milling contractor already and will be 
meeting with the Blacktop contractor within the next month to get on their schedules 
for the end of June or beginning of July. 

Brook Falls Road culvert project is underway and should be completed by the end of 
March beginning of April.  The Cimmaron Road culvert project is awaiting bid approval 
and will begin sometime in May. New Hill and Horton Hollow are both in the final 
phases of design and should be going out to bid mid to late Spring. 

The phones at the highway are monitored 24 / 7, and I ask residents with issues to call 
us and not post on Facebook, as we don’t troll for complaints.  

I can always be reached in my Office 845-526-3333, on my cell 845-745 -0795 and 
SKEELER@PUTNAMVALLEY.GOV 

309 Days till Christmas 

 
 

AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA 

Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 

RESOLUTION #R26-130 

ADD 16C. APPROVE CONTRACT WITH PUTNAM VALLEY VOLUNTEER 
AMBULANCE CORPS. 

ADD 16D. APPROVE PAYMENT FOR BROOK FALLS ROAD CULVERT PROJECT 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 
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PUBLIC HEARING: LOCAL LAW AMENDING SENIOR CITIZEN PROPERTY TAX 
EXEMPTION 

Supervisor Jolicoeur opened the Public Hearing 

Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried 

The Board revisited the proposal, which had been held open from the prior meeting 
pending additional financial analysis. 

The incoming Town Assessor provided estimated fiscal impacts. Based on his 
calculations: 

●​ Estimated tax impact for a non-exempt homeowner with a property assessed at 
$500,000 would be approximately $15 per year. 

●​ The estimated tax rate per $1,000 of assessed value would increase from 
approximately 4.009580 to 4.033120. 

●​ Approximately 217 residents currently receive the exemption; however, the final 
number of additional applicants remains unknown. 

Board members expressed support for the amendment, noting the modest financial 
impact and the benefit to qualifying senior residents. 

The Supervisor clarified that the exemption applies only to the town portion of 
property taxes, not county, school, or special district taxes. 

Public Comment 

No additional public comments were received. 

Closure of Public Hearing 

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to close the public hearing.​
Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried. 

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to adopt the amended Local Law 

RESOLUTION #R26-131 

 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, followed by a Roll Call 
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Dated: 2/18/2026 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Moved: Supervisor Jolicoeur 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Seconded: Councilman Russo 

Motion passes/ fails:​Ayes 4        Nays    0 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         AYE​ NAY​ ABSTAIN 

 

PRESENT/ABSENT​Councilwoman Howard​ X​ ____​ ____ 

PRESENT/ABSENT ​Councilman Luongo​​ ____​ ABSENT​  

PRESENT/ABSENT ​Councilman Brooks​X​ ____ ​ ____ 

PRESENT/ABSENT​Councilman Russo​ ​ X​ ____​ ____ 

PRESENT/ABSENT ​Supervisor Jolicoeur​ X​ ____​ ____ 

 

 

 

                                                                                    _____________________________ 

                                                                                     Michelle Stephens, Town Clerk 

 

 

Town of Putnam Valley Local Law No. 1 of 2026 

LOCAL LAW TO AMEND ARTICLE I OF CHAPTER 108 OF THE TOWN CODE OF 
THE TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY BY INCREASING THE INCOME THRESHOLD OF 

THE SENIOR CITIZEN PROPERTY TAX EXEMPTION 
 

BE IT ENACTED, by the Town Board of the Town of Putnam Valley, Putnam 
County, New York, as follows: 
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Part 1. Title 
 
This Local Law shall be known as the “Local Law to Amend Article I of Chapter 
108 of the Town Code of the Town of Putnam Valley by Increasing the Income 
Threshold of the Senior Citizen Property Tax Exemption.” 
 
Part 2. Enactment 
 
This Local Law is adopted and enacted pursuant to the authority and power granted by 
§ 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York. 
 
Part 3. Amendment of the Town Code 
 
Article I, Chapter 108: “Senior Citizens Exemption” of the Town of Putnam Valley Code 
is amended as follows: 

 
§ 108-3 is amended in its entirety and restated to read as follows: 

 

“§ 108-3 (A): Pursuant to the provisions of the Real Property Tax Law, the real property 
owned by one or more persons, each of whom is 65 years of age or over, shall be 
exempt from taxation up to a maximum of 65% of the assessed valuation thereof, as 
hereinafter provided. 

§108-3 (B): All of the provisions, conditions and requirements of § 467 of the Real 
Property Tax Law and amendments thereto shall apply to the application for and the 
granting of such exemption on the assessment rolls of the Town as they apply to the 
Town of Putnam Valley except that no exemption shall be granted if the income of the 
owner or the combined income of the owners of the property for the applicable 
income tax year immediately preceding the date of making application for exemption 
is less than $58,400.  

 

 

§108-3 (C): Real property owned by persons 65 years or over shall be exempt from 
certain Town taxes pursuant to Real Property Tax Law § 467, up to a maximum of 65% 
of the assessed valuation pursuant to the following schedule: 
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Annual Income Percentage of Assessed Value Exempt 
from Taxation 

Less than or equal to $47,000  65% 
More than $47,000 but less than $48,000 60% 
More than $48,000 but less than $49,000 55% 
More than $49,000 but less than $50,000 50% 
More than $50,000 but less than $51,000 45% 
More than $51,000 but less than $52,000 40% 
More than $52,000 but less than $53,000 35% 
More than $53,000 but less than $53,900 30% 
More than $53,900 but less than $54,800 25% 
More than $54,800 but less than $55,700 20% 
More than $55,700 but less than $56,600 15% 
More than $56,600 but less than $57,500 10% 
More than $57,500 but less than $58,400 5% 

 
 

§108-3 (D): The income of the owner or the combined income of the owners of the 
property for the income tax year immediately preceding the date of the application for 
exemption from all sources, as set forth in § 467, must be less than $58,400. “Income 
tax year” shall mean the twelve-month period from which the owner or owners file a 
federal personal income tax return or, if no such return is filed, the calendar year. When 
title is vested in either the husband or wife, the combined income of both may not 
exceed such sum.” 
 
§ 108-5 is amended in its entirety and restated to read as follows: 
 
“§ 108-5. Applications for exemption. 
 

A.​ The Town shall notify or cause to be notified each person owning residential real 
property in the Town of the provisions of this article. The provisions of this 
section may be met by a notice or legend sent on or with each tax bill to such 
persons reading, “You may be eligible for senior citizen tax exemptions. For 
information, please call or write your Town Assessor at your Town Hall.” Failure 
to notify or cause to be notified any person who is in fact eligible to receive the 
exemption provided by this section or the failure of such person to receive the 
same shall not prevent the levy, collection and enforcement of the payment of 
the taxes on property owned by such person.  
 

B.​  Application for such exemption must be made by the owner or all of the owners 
of the property on forms prescribed and furnished by the Town Assessor’s office, 
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shall furnish the information and be executed in the manner required or 
prescribed in such forms and shall be filed in such Assessor’s office on or before 
the taxable status date of March 1. 
 
 
 
 

C.​ At least 60 days prior to the taxable status date of March 1, the Town Assessor’s 
office shall mail to each person who was granted exemption pursuant to this 
section on the latest completed assessment roll an application form and a notice 
that such application must be filed on or before the taxable status date and be 
approved in order for the exemption to be granted. Failure to mail any such 
application form and notice or the failure of such person to receive the same 
shall not prevent the levy, collection, and enforcement of the payment of the 
taxes on property owned by such person.” 

 
Part 4. Severability 
 
The invalidity of any part or provision (e.g., word, section, clause, paragraph, sentence) 
of this Local Law shall not affect the validity of any other part of this Law which can be 
given effect in the absence of the invalid part or provision. 
 
Part 5. Effective Date 
 
This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon the filing with the Office of the 
Secretary of State of the State of New York, in accordance with the applicable 
provisions of law, and specifically, Article 3, Section 27 of the New York State 
Municipal Home Rule Law. 
 

 

PUBLIC HEARING: LOCAL LAW AMENDING VETERANS' PROPERTY TAX 
EXEMPTION  

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to open the Public Hearing 

Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried 

The Board reported receiving additional information from the Putnam County Real 
Property Tax Office. 

Key findings included: 
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●​ Eligibility requirements are highly restrictive. 
●​ The veteran must be 100% permanently disabled due to service-related injuries. 
●​ The veteran’s home must be specially adapted to accommodate the disability. 
●​ It is likely that fewer than 10 residents, and possibly none currently residing in 

Putnam Valley, would qualify. 

Board members emphasized the importance of supporting disabled veterans and 
expressed support for adopting the amendment despite the limited fiscal impact. 

 

Public Comment 

A resident asked for clarification regarding the distinction between: 

●​ Standard veterans’ exemption, and 
●​ Disabled veterans’ exemption. 

The Board clarified that the amendment specifically applies to the exemption for 
veterans with 100% service-connected disability, as defined under New York State law. 

No further public comments were received. 

Closure of Public Hearing 

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to close the public hearing.​
Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried 

 

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to adopt the local law amending the Veterans’ 
Property Tax Exemption 

RESOLUTION #R26-132 

 

Seconded by Councilman Brooks, followed by a Roll Call 

Dated: 2/18/2026 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Moved: Supervisor Jolicoeur 
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​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Seconded: Councilman Brooks 

Motion passes/ fails:​Ayes 4        Nays    0 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​         AYE​ NAY​ ABSTAIN 

 

PRESENT/ABSENT​Councilwoman Howard​ X​ ____​ ____ 

PRESENT/ABSENT ​Councilman Luongo​​ ____​ ABSENT​  

PRESENT/ABSENT ​Councilman Brooks​X​ ____ ​ ____ 

PRESENT/ABSENT​Councilman Russo​ ​ X​ ____​ ____ 

PRESENT/ABSENT ​Supervisor Jolicoeur​ X​ ____​ ____ 

 

 

                                  Town of Putnam Valley Local Law No. 2 of 2026 

 

LOCAL LAW TO AMEND ARTICLE III OF CHAPTER 108 OF THE TOWN CODE OF 
THE TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY TO UPDATE THE VETERAN’S EXEMPTION TO 

INCLUDE A FULL EXEMPTION FOR SERIOUSLY DISABLED VETERANS 
 

BE IT ENACTED, by the Town Board of the Town of Putnam Valley, Putnam 
County, New York, as follows: 
 
Part 1. Title 
 
This Local Law shall be known as the “Local Law to Amend Article III of Chapter 
108 of the Town Code of the Town of Putnam Valley to Update the Veterans 
Exemption to Include a Full Exemption for Seriously Disabled Veterans”. 
 
Part 2. Enactment 
 
This Local Law is adopted and enacted pursuant to the authority and power granted by 
§ 10 of the Municipal Home Rule Law of the State of New York. 
 
Part 3. Amendment of the Town Code 
 
Article III, Chapter 108: “Veterans Exemption” of the Town of Putnam Valley Code is 
amended to add § 108-12F entitled “Seriously disabled veteran full exemption pursuant 
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to Real Property Tax Law § 458-a(11) which shall read as follows: 
 
F.  Seriously disabled veteran full exemption pursuant to Real Property Tax Law § 
458-a(11). 
 
The primary residence, within the meaning of such term under Real Property Tax Law § 
458-a, of any seriously disabled veteran shall be fully exempt from taxation and special 
district charges, assessments and special ad valorem levies provided that such veteran 
meets all of the following requirements:  
 
(a)(i) was discharged or released therefrom under honorable conditions; or  
 
(ii) has a qualifying condition, as defined in section one of the Veterans’ Services Law, 
and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such 
service; or   
 
(iii) is a discharged LGBT veteran, as defined in section one of the Veterans’ Services 
Law, and has received a discharge other than bad conduct or dishonorable from such 
service; and 
 
(b) (i) is considered to be permanently and totally disabled as a result of military 
service; and  
(ii) is rated one hundred percent disabled by the United States Department of Veterans 
Affairs; and (iii) has been rated by the United States Department of Veterans Affairs as 
individually unemployable; and 
 
(c) is eligible for pecuniary assistance from the United States government, or has 
received pecuniary assistance from the United States government and has applied such 
assistance  
: 
 
toward the acquisition or modification of a suitable housing unit with special features 
or movable facilities made necessary by the nature of the veteran’s disability; and 
 
(d) the application and other requirements for exemption as specified in Real Property 
Tax Law § 458-a. 
 
Part 4. Severability 
 
The invalidity of any part or provision (e.g., word, section, clause, paragraph, sentence) 
of this Local Law shall not affect the validity of any other part of this Law which can be 
given effect in the absence of the invalid part or provision. 
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Part 5. Effective Date 
 
This Local Law shall take effect immediately upon the filing with the Office of the 
Secretary of State of the State of New York, in accordance with the applicable 
provisions of law, and specifically, Article 3, Section 27 of the New York State 
Municipal Home Rule Law.  
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SUPERVISORS COMMENTS 

Supervisor Jolicoeur expressed appreciation for the support and welcoming 
environment provided by Town Board members and staff since assuming the position, 
noting that the experience has been both a learning and growth opportunity. 

Town Park Trail Accessibility Grant Application 

She reported that the Town has submitted a grant application to enhance the trail 
network at Town Park, with a strong emphasis on improving accessibility. 

The project specifically focuses on trails adjacent to the Putnam Valley Friendship 
Center, which serves as an important resource for the Town’s senior population by 
providing: 

●​ Nutritious meals 
●​ Social services 
●​ Exercise and wellness programs 

The proposed trail improvements are intended to extend wellness opportunities 
outdoors, allowing seniors to safely access walking trails and natural spaces. 

She also noted that approximately 22.4% of Putnam Valley residents are under the age 
of 19, and improving access to outdoor spaces will benefit youth and families by 
providing opportunities to engage with nature, which supports mental health and 
overall well-being. 

Updates will be provided as the grant review process progresses. 

Community Announcements and Upcoming Events 

The Recreation Director announced the following upcoming community events: 

●​ Putnam Valley Grange Pop-Up Farm Store​
February 26, 2026​
4:00 PM – 8:00 PM 

●​ German-American Club Membership Meeting and St. Patrick’s Day Dinner​
March 22, 2026​
3:00 PM 

●​ Bulk Drop-Off Event at Town Hall​
April 18, 2026 

●​ Community Shred Event at Town Hall​
April 19, 2026 
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Residents were reminded that: 

●​ A donation box for non-perishable food items remains available at Town Hall to 
support the Putnam Valley Food Pantry. 

●​ A diaper and wipes donation collection, organized by Assemblyman Matt Slater’s 
office, will continue through the end of the month. 

 
Property Tax Exemption Application Deadline Reminder 

The Recreation Director reminded residents that applications for property tax 
exemptions must be submitted to the Assessor’s Office no later than: 

Monday, March 2, 2026, at 3:00 PM 

 

LEGISLATIVE REPORT 

Legislator Bill Gouldman gave the following report 

                                     Putnam Valley Town Board Meeting 2/18/2026 

Thank you, Madam Supervisor. I would like to congratulate you on your new position, 
and I hope you have a good year. 

 
** The Putnam County’s Annual Tree and Shrub Seeding Sale is back.  Cornell 
Cooperative Extension and Soil and Water Conservation have teamed up again to offer 
a wonderful selection of trees and shrubs.  They will be offering native trees, shrubs, 
and perennials that support birds and pollinators.  Order early so you can get the 
species that you are looking for.  Check with the Cornell Cooperative website and look 
for the annual tree & shrub seeding sale.  This is a great opportunity, so please take 
advantage of it.  Be sure to shop before the deadline of March 27.  Plants will be sold 
online only, on a first-come first-reserved basis. 
 
** Did you know that the Office of Senior Resources offers Caregiver Support Groups? 
Whether you are taking care of an older adult in Putnam County or long-distance, the 
OSR is here to help.  Each month, they host Caregiver Support Groups at all the 
Friendship Center locations with others experiencing similar challenges and receive 
emotional support, helpful resources and guidance.  Contact them at 845-508-1700 ext 
47110 for more details on all their caregiver support services. 
 
** Unclaimed funds are money owed to New Yorkers dating back to the 1940’s.  I have 
teamed up with the New York State Comptroller’s office, and we are encouraging 
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residents to search for forgotten money, belonging to them, at the Putnam Valley 
German American Club on Wednesday, March 25th, from 4:30 pm to 6:30 pm. The State 
Comptroller’s Office will be in Putnam Valley. They will be helping people who may 
have money in that account. 

 

There are 156,900 unclaimed accounts, valued at $27,336,000, still owed to Putnam 
County residents. 

From 2024-25, claims paid to Putnam County were 2,171 total accounts valued at 
$1,726,062. 
There are about 28 million reasons why Putnam residents should be at the Putnam 
Valley German American Club on March 25th. When a person forgets about an old bank 
account, utility deposit or many other types of accounts, that money can eventually be 
turned over to the State Comptroller’s office. We are trying to raise awareness about 
unclaimed funds. It’s your money, you should claim it. 
 
In hard times, this money can help stretch your budget, so you have more to spend on 
essential things. I encourage residents to make the effort to find out if any of the almost 
28 million dollars in unclaimed funds, currently being held by the state, belongs to 
them.” 
 
Be proactive. See if the state has any of your money.  
 
If you have an idea that would improve how County Government works, please reach 
out to me. 
 
I would like to thank the residents who have contacted me about issues they need help 
with.  If I can correct the problem, I will.  So please, if you have an issue, my door is 
open, just give my office a call at 845-808-1020.    Thank you 
 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

Presented by Councilman Brooks 

RESOLUTION #R26-133 

           RESOLVED, that the Putnam Valley Town Board authorizes the Supervisor to 
accept the Town Board meeting minutes from January 21st & January 28th, 2026    

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried, 
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INTRODUCE LOCAL LAW WAIVING RESIDENCY REQUIREMENT FOR TOWN 
ASSESSOR 

Presented by Councilman Russo 

RESOLUTION #R26-134 

 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD 

Identifier: Introducing Local Law No. 4 of the year 2026: Waiving the Residency 
Requirement for the Town Assessor 
 

Local Law No. 4 of the year 2026 entitled “Local Law Waiving the Residency 
Requirement for the Town Assessor” (“Local Law”), a copy of which is annexed hereto 
as Exhibit A. 
 
​ WHEREAS, ___________________ has introduced this proposed local law for the 

Town of Putnam Valley, to be known as Town of Putnam Valley Proposed Local Law 

No. 4 of the year 2026 entitled “Local Law Waiving the Residency Requirement for the 

Town Assessor”; 

WHEREAS, the Town Supervisor has certified the immediate need for the 

passage of said local law pursuant to Section 20 of the New York Municipal Home Rule 

Law; and 

​ BE IT RESOLVED, that a public hearing be held in relation to the proposed Local 

Law as set forth in the form of notice, hereinafter provided, at which hearing parties in 

interest and citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard, to be held at the Town Hall 

located at 265 Oscawana Lake Road, Putnam Valley, New York on 3/4/2026 at 6 p.m., 

Prevailing Time, and that notice of said meeting shall be published in the official 

newspaper of general circulation in the Town of Putnam Valley by the Town Clerk, at 
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least three (3) days  before such hearing and that such notice shall be in the following 

form: 

 

                                      NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

TAKE NOTICE that the Town Board of the Town of Putnam 

Valley will hold a public hearing at the Town Hall located at 

265 Oscawana Lake Road, Putnam Valley, New York on 

3/4/2026 2026, at 6 o’clock p.m., Prevailing Time on the 

following proposed local law with the text of such Local 

Law to be in the form attached hereto and made a part 

hereof as Exhibit A: 

Local Law No. 4 of the year 2026 entitled “Local Law 
Waiving the Residency Requirement for the Town Assessor” 

 
TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that copies of the 

aforesaid proposed local law will be available for 

examination at the Town of Putnam Valley Town Hall, 265 

Oscawana Lake Road, Putnam Valley, New York, and on the 

following webpage of the Town of Putnam Valley website: 

www.putnamvalley.gov  

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE, that all persons interested 

and citizens shall have an opportunity to be heard on said 

proposal at the time and place aforesaid. 

http://www.putnamvalley.gov
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DATED: ​ Putnam Valley, New York 
​ ​ 2/19/2026 
 
          MICHELLE STEPHENS, TOWN CLERK   
 
 
Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried 

 

APPROVE ESTABLISHMENT OF OFFICIAL TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY FACEBOOK 
PAGE 

 
Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 
 
Supervisor Jolicoeur stated that the Town Board has officially established the Town of 
Putnam Valley Facebook page as the town’s primary source for news, meeting updates, 
and important community information. This page was created to provide residents with 
a clear, reliable, and nonpartisan place to receive official town communications. A 
Town Board–approved Social Media Policy governs the page to ensure transparency 
and consistency. We encourage residents to follow and share the page to stay informed 
about town news and announcements. 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-135 
 

RESOLUTION OF THE TOWN BOARD OF THE TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY 
ESTABLISHING THE OFFICIAL TOWN FACEBOOK PAGE​

 
Resolution No. 135 – 2026 

​
Date: February 2/18/ 2026 

  
WHEREAS, the Town Board of the Town of Putnam Valley (“Town”) seeks to 

enhance transparency and provide timely, accurate information to residents regarding 
Town services, programs, emergency notifications, and public meetings; and 

 
WHEREAS, Social media platforms, including Facebook, are widely used by 

residents and can aid the Town’s outreach when managed with appropriate controls; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town recognizes its obligations under the New York State Public 

Officers Law, including the Freedom of Information Law (FOIL) and the Open Meetings 
Law (OML), and the Town’s obligations under the New York State Archives Records 
Retention and Disposition Schedule LGS-1 for records management; and 
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WHEREAS, the Town Board intends to designate a single, official Facebook page as 

an informational channel only and to adopt administrative procedures for content, 
records retention, and public interaction consistent with applicable law and 
constitutional principles; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Town wishes to ensure accessibility, emergency posting protocols, 

and continuity of operations through role-based administration, archiving, and staff 
training. 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that: 
 
1.​ Establishment & Name. The Town Board hereby authorizes the establishment of 

the official Facebook page of the Town under the name “Town of Putnam Valley” 
(the “Official Page”), located at: 
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=61587379017045 (or such other URL 
as may be designated by the Town Supervisor).  The Town Board authorizes the 
Town Supervisor and his/her designee to take such actions as may be necessary 
to implement and operate the page.  
 

2.​ Purpose. The Official Page is an informational platform to disseminate Town 
news, service updates, meeting notices, emergency notifications, public health 
and safety information, and other official communications.  

 
3.​ Content Scope.  

 
o​ Permitted content includes: meeting notices and agendas; links to Town 

website materials; service alerts; event announcements; program 
registrations; press releases; public safety and emergency updates; and 
other communications approved by the Town Supervisor or designee. 
 

 
4.​ Implementation.  

 
o​ The Town Supervisor is authorized to take all steps necessary to 

implement this Resolution, including finalizing settings, page verification, 
archiving tools, and publishing Exhibit A. 
 

5.​ Effective Date.  
o​ This Resolution shall take effect immediately. 
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Motion made by: _Supervisor Jolicoeur___________________​
Seconded by: __Councilman Brooks__________________​
Vote: Aye __4__ Nay 0 Absent __1__ Abstain ____ 
Adopted this 18th day of February 2026 by the Town Board of the Town of 
Putnam Valley. 
 
 
 
 
                                                         EXHIBIT A 

Town of Putnam Valley Social Media Policy  
 

1.​ PURPOSE 
 
The Town of Putnam Valley (the “Town”) maintains social media accounts for the 
purpose of communicating with the members of the public. Social media refers to the 
creation and exchange of information among individuals through Internet-based 
applications. This includes but is not limited to information in the form of text, 
pictures, videos, links to other sites, or any other type of communication posted to the 
approved social media site. Examples of social media sites include, but are not limited 
to: Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, and YouTube. It is understood that social media is an 
evolving communications tool and that new resources may be become available over 
time. This policy gives direction to Town employees, elected officials, volunteers, and 
other authorized affiliated persons and organizations that utilize the Town’s 
electronic/computer resources to access social media websites and engage in social 
networking for Town purposes. The Town has an overriding interest and expectation in 
deciding what is published on behalf of the Town through social media and in 
establishing guidelines for the use of Town social media by Town officials.  
 
All content posted on the pages, including comments submitted, those removed, and a 
list of subscribers or “followers”, is considered a public record and subject to the New 
York State Freedom of Information Law. Any content removed and/or hidden by the 
Town, based on the guidelines below, will be retained and maintained by the Town 
Clerk pursuant to the record retention policy.  
 
The Town has established the following guidelines for the creation and use of the 
Town’s social media sites. The Town shall establish an “official” town-wide social media 
site(s), and the Site Administrator shall be the Town Supervisor, or any person 
approved by the Town Supervisor and the Town Board, from time to time.  
 

2.​ INTENT  
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This policy is intended to enable and encourage civil communication and positive 
engagement with members of the public. The Town intendeds to disseminate 
information to the public in the most effective ways possible and looks to obtain 
feedback from the public in the same way.  
 
The Town recognizes the potential exposure in online communication, as well as the 
legal requirements related to all forms of official communication. As such, this policy 
intends to protect the Town, its employees and its elected officials from the potential of 
harmful conduct related to online communications and establish a set of requirements 
and guidelines to support an effective method of communication while complying with 
applicable legal standards. 
 

3.​ CONTENT  
​​ 
It is the goal of the Town to have a cohesive online presence and as such, centralized 
social media accounts through which official information is disseminated. Maintaining 
and updating social media sites will be used strictly for conveying information about 
the Town to the public and engaging with residents where appropriate. The Town’s 
official website will be the primary and predominant Internet presence. Wherever 
possible, content posted to the Town’s social media sites will also be available on the 
Town’s official website. All content should be complementary of the Town’s website 
and content posted on the social media sites should contain links to the Town’s official 
website.  
 

a.​ INTEGRITY OF INFORMATION 
 

Any person or department who is not a Site Administrator wishing to post content to 
any official social media site, shall submit a request to the Site Administrator with all 
necessary information and media, including text, photos/videos and links. The 
communications manager has the right to approve or deny the request based on the 
guidelines contained herein. Only content approved by the Site Administrator shall be 
posted.  
 

b.​ OWNERSHIP 
​​ 
All Town-designated accounts are considered the property of the Town and as such, do 
not transfer if the Site Administrator terminates employment with the Town, or no 
longer serves in a capacity consistent with social media account management with the 
Town.  
 

4.​ CONDUCT  
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Employees representing the Town via its social media sites shall conduct themselves at 
all times as representatives of the Town and in accordance with the Employee 
Handbook and other applicable policies.  
 
On official Town social media pages, Town employees shall not share personal 
information about him or herself or other Town employees except as required for Town 
business. Town employees are strongly discouraged from using personal accounts to 
comment on or post information to Town social media sites and from posting 
information regarding official town business on other social media sites. This includes 
any usage of or participation in Town social media sites from outside the workplace.  
 

5.​ ACCOUNT MANAGEMENT 
 
All social media sites maintained by the Town shall clearly set forth that they are 
maintained by the Town as the Town’s “official” social media accounts. The following 
disclaimer may appear on all Town social media sites where possible.  
 
The Town shall be the sole owner of all social media accounts and reserves the right to 
not publish or remove any postings which contain inappropriate content, including, but 
not limited to: 
 

●​ Potentially libelous comments;  
●​  Obscene or racist comments;  
●​ Derogatory or inflammatory comments about an individual’s gender, race, age, 

disability, religion, or national origin;  
●​  Personal attacks, insults, or threatening language;  
●​ Private, personal information offered without express consent;  
●​ Comments unrelated to the topic of discussion;  
●​  Hyperlinks to materials not directly related to the discussion;  
●​ Material known to be plagiarized;  
●​ Commercial promotions, including for-profit advertisements or products for 

sale;  
●​ Content appearing to be “spam”;  
●​  Comments pertaining to organized political activities, including political 

endorsements;  
●​ Any content that is not deemed to be in the best interest of the Town.  

 
Town social media sites are intended to be informational. Users should not use these 
forums for making any official communications to the Town; for example, reporting 
crimes or misconduct, reporting dangerous conditions, requesting an inspection, giving 
notice required by any statute, regulation or ordinance, such as, but not limited to, 
notices of claims. 
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It is understood that the Town of Putnam Valley’s social media sites are not maintained 
24 hours a day, 7 days per week and immediate responses to any requests via post, 
email, direct message, etc. may not occur. The Town reserves the right to not reply or 
decline to reply to any/all comments posted to its social media accounts. It is also 
understood that the Town will not automatically “friend”, “like”, “follow” or “connect” 
to users who follow, comment or “like” Town posts. 
 
If comments are related to the topic at hand, and do not otherwise violate the 
above-listed proscriptions, then the content must be allowed to remain, regardless of 
whether it is favorable or unfavorable to the Town.  
 
Content posted by a member of the public to any Town social media site shall not 
reflect the opinions or policies of the Town. 
 

6.​  TERMS OF SERVICE  
 
All social media sites maintained by the Town shall clearly set forth that they are 
maintained by the Town as the Town’s “official” social media accounts. Employees 
administering social media accounts should be aware of the Terms of Service (TOS) of 
each social media site. Each has its own unique TOS that regulates how users interact 
using that particular form of media. Anyone with access to any official Town site should 
regularly consult the TOS as they are updated regularly. 
 
 
AUTHORIZE SOLICITATION OF BIDS FOR LIPD TRUCK 
 
Presented by Councilwoman Howard 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-136 
 
         RESOLVED, that the Town Board’s authorization to solicit bids for the purchase of 
a new pickup truck for the Lake Peekskill Improvement District (LPID).  The new 
vehicle will replace the 2011 Ford F-250 pickup, which has reached the end of its 
service life. 

The estimated cost of the replacement truck is not expected to exceed $60,000.  LPID 
will fully fund this purchase, and the expenditure is within the district’s approved 
budget. 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 

 

APPOINT CLIMATE SMART COMMUNITIES TASK FORCE CHARTER MEMBERS  
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Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 

RESOLUTION #R26-137 

              RESOLVED, that the Town Board appoint the following people as 
charter members of the Climate Smart Communities Task Force: 

Allison Hague, CSC Coordinator, Putnam Valley Environmental 
Commission 
CJ Brooks, Town Board Liaison 
Ina Choist, Roaring Brook Lake Preservation Committee 
Jean McGee, Putnam Valley Fire Department 
Mike Priano, prior PV Wetlands Inspector 
Christian Russo, Town Board  
Ralph Smith, Prior Putnam Valley CSC Coordinator 
Dave Spittal, Putnam Valley Central School District 
Mike Towle, Putnam Valley Environmental Commission 
Abby Amunategui, Community Member 
 

Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried 

 

APPROVE AWARD OF CIMARRON ROAD CULVERT PROJECT 

Presented by Councilman Russo 

RESOLUTION #R26-138 

 

                   RESOLUTION TO AWARD CIMARRON ROAD CULVERT REPLACEMENT 
PROJECT  

WHEREAS, the Town of Putnam Valley is in the process of planning and 

permitting a public improvement project to replace the culvert on Cimarron Road 

(“Cimarron Road Culvert Replacement Project” or “the Project”); and 

WHEREAS, the Town underwent a public bidding process for the Project, 

pursuant to the requirements of GML §103 and the Town of Putnam Valley Procurement 

Policy; and 
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WHEREAS, eleven (11) bids were publicly opened, read aloud, and recorded by 

Town representatives on January 12, 2026; and 

WHEREAS, the Town’s Engineer, J. Robert Folchetti & Associates, LLC. 

(“JFRA”), completed an evaluation of the three (3) lowest bids received and submitted 

a “Bid Evaluation and Recommendation to Award Culvert Replacement Construction 

Contract” Report for the Town Board’s review and consideration; and 

WHEREAS, Kingston Equipment Rental, Inc. (“Kingston Equipment”) submitted 

the lowest bid of $1,085,383.50 to perform the work; and 

​ WHEREAS, based on an evaluation of total bid amounts, project experience, 

Dun & Bradstreet (“D&B”) financial reports, and project reference interviews, JFRA 

recommended that the Contract be awarded to Kingston Equipment Rental, Inc. as the 

lowest responsible bidder; and 

​ NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby finds that 

Kingston Equipment Rental, Inc was the lowest responsible bidder for the Cimarron 

Road Culvert Replacement Project; and 

​ BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby awards the Contract 

to Kingston Equipment Rental, Inc for the bid price of $1,085,383.50; and  

​ BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby directs and 

authorizes that a Notice of Award be sent to Kingston Equipment Rental, Inc., 

accordingly. 
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Dated: 2/18/2026 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Moved: Councilman Russo 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Seconded: Councilman Brooks 

Motion passes/ fails:​Ayes 4   Nays 0   

 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ AYE​ NAY​ ABSTAIN 
PRESENT/ABSENT​Councilwoman Howard​ X​ ____​ ____ 
PRESENT/ABSENT ​Councilman Brooks​X​ ____​ ____​  
PRESENT/ABSENT ​Councilman Russo​ ​ X​ ____ ​ ____ 
PRESENT/ABSENT​Councilman Luongo​​ ABSENT​  
PRESENT/ABSENT ​Supervisor Jolicoeur​ X​ ____​ ____ 
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APPROVE AWARD OF 22 PEEKSKILL HOLLOW RD BUILDING DEMOLITION 
PROJECT 
 
Presented by Councilman Brooks 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-139 
 
 
RESOLUTION TO AWARD 22 PEEKSKILL HOLLOW ROAD DEMOLITION PROJECT  
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WHEREAS, the Town of Putnam Valley is in the process of planning and 

permitting a public improvement project to demolish the structure at 22 Peekskill 

Hollow Road (“22 Peekskill Hollow Road” or “the Project”); and 

WHEREAS, the Town underwent a public bidding process for the Project, 

pursuant to the requirements of General Municipal Law (“GML”) §103 and the Town of 

Putnam Valley Procurement Policy; and 

WHEREAS, two (2) bids were publicly opened, read aloud, and recorded by 

Town representatives on December 17, 2025; and 

WHEREAS, the Town’s Engineer, J. Robert Folchetti & Associates, LLC. 

(“JFRA”), completed an evaluation of the two (2) bids received and submitted a “Bid 

Evaluation and Recommendation to Award Structure Demolition Contract” Report for 

the Town Board’s review and consideration; and 

WHEREAS, Frank Rush III General Construction, Inc. (“Frank Rush”) submitted 

the lowest bid of $142,598.00 to perform the work; and 

​ WHEREAS, based on an evaluation of total bid amounts, project experience, 

Dun & Bradstreet (“D&B”) financial reports, and project reference interviews, JFRA 

recommended that the Contract be awarded to Frank Rush III General Construction, 

Inc. as the lowest responsible bidder; and 
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​ NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby finds that 2/ 

Rush III General Construction, Inc. was the lowest responsible bidder for the 22 

Peekskill Hollow Road Demolition Project; and 

​ BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby awards the Contract 

to Frank Rush III General Construction, Inc. for the bid price of $142,598.00; and  

​ BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board hereby directs and 

authorizes that a Notice of Award be sent to Frank Rush III General Construction, Inc., 

accordingly. 

Dated: 2/18/2026 

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Moved: Councilman Brooks  

​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ Seconded: Councilman Russo 

Motion passes/ fails:​Ayes 4   Nays _0_ 

 
 
 
​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ ​ AYE​ NAY​ ABSTAIN 
PRESENT/ABSENT​Councilwoman Howard​ X​ ___​ ____ 
PRESENT/ABSENT ​Councilman Brooks           X       ____​ ____​  
PRESENT/ABSENT ​Councilman Russo​ ​ X​ ____ ​ ____ 
PRESENT/ABSENT​Councilman Luongo​   ABSENT 
PRESENT/ABSENT ​Supervisor Jolicoeur​ X​ ____​ ____ 
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APPROVE ROARING BROOK LAKE PRESERVATION COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
Presented by Councilwoman Howard 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-140 
 
              RESOLVED, that the Town Board reappoint Sam Lee as a member of the 
Roaring Brook Lake Preservation Committee for the term 1/1/2026 through 12/31/2028 
and  
                BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board reappoint John Gromm as 
a member of the Roaring Brook Preservation Committee for the term 1/1/2026 through 
12/31/2028 
         
Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried. 
 
              
APPROVE NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS 
Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 
 
RESOLUTION #R26-141 
 
                RESOLVED, that the Town Board re-appoint Zac Zadrima as a member of the 
Neighborhood Business Committee for the term 1/1/2026 through 12/31/2027; and  
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               Further RESOLVED that the Town Board re-appoint Stephanie Russo as a 
member of the Neighborhood Business Committee (NBC) for the term 1/1/2026 through 
12/31/2027. 
 
Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried. 
 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION: APPROVE FEBRUARY 2026 REFUNDS 
Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 

RESOLUTION # R26-142 

       RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the February 2026 refunds 

Skyla Chapa​ $500.00 
129 Hewitt Street​ LPCC 
Lake Peekskill, NY 10537​ Deposit refund 
 
Jorge Zhinin​ $500.00 
PO Box 254​ LPCC 
Lake Peekskill, NY 10537​ Deposit refund 
 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried 

 

APPROVE FEBRUARY 2026 PERSONNEL CHANGES 

Presented by Supervisor Jolicoeur 

RESOLUTION #R26-143 

                RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the February 2026 Personnel 
Changes. 

1.​ Daniel Cruz, PVCC Childcare Assistant 1, @ $17.00 hr. 
 

Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried 

 

APPROVE CONTRACT WITH PUTNAM VALLEY VOLUNTEER AMBULANCE CORPS 

Presented by Councilman Russo 

RESOLUTION #R26-144 
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                 RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Town Supervisor to 
enter into, and sign a contract with, the Putnam Valley Volunteer Ambulance Corps. for 
the calendar year 2026 for the sum of $306,700.00, which sum was included in the 2026 
Town Budget. 

Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried 

 

APPROVE PAYMENT FOR BROOK FALLS ROAD CULVERT PROJECT 

Presented by Councilman Russo 

RESOLUTION #R26-145 

                   RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve payment in the sum of 
$92,767.50 to T&A Construction, Inc. for works performed related to the Brook Falls 
Road Culvert Project.  Funding for this project will be reimbursable through FEMA 
following the storm of July 2023. 

Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried. 

 

APPROVE BUDGET TRANSFERS AND AMENDMENTS 

Presented by Councilman Brooks 

RESOLUTION #R26-146 

                 RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the attached Budget Transfers and 
Amendments for the fiscal year end 12/31/2025 
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Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried. 

 

AUDIT OF MONTHLY BILLS 

Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to accept the monthly bills 

RESOLUTION #R26-147 

                  RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following bills, after audit, 
being paid: 

 

 



TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY​ ​ February 18th, 2026 
TOWN BOARD MEETING 
​ ​ PAGE 54 
 

VOUCHER NUMBER ​ ​ ​ ​ AMOUNTS 

53916-54158 ​ ​ ​              86,123.01 

53891-54192​ ​ ​                         86,941.12    

54258                                                             855.46 

                                54198-54229                                                   871.17 

                                54122-54147                                               32,386.80 

 

Seconded by Councilwoman Howard, unanimously carried. 

 

PUBLIC COMMENT 

Supervisor Jolicoeur opened the floor for public comment. 

Comment Regarding Harry Silleck Memorial Plaque 

Sam Oliverio spoke regarding a memorial plaque honoring former Town Supervisor 
Harry Silleck, noting that the plaque is currently located behind the former Highway 
Department building at 22 Peekskill Hollow Road. 

Sam explained that: 

●​ The plaque consists of a bronze inscription mounted on granite. 
●​ It commemorates Harry Silleck, who served as Town Supervisor for 

approximately 46 years, making him one of the longest-serving supervisors in 
New York State history. 

●​ The plaque was originally associated with the Peekskill Hollow Road bridge and 
was preserved behind the building following bridge construction. 

Sam expressed concern that the plaque could be damaged during the demolition of the 
building and requested that the Town relocate the plaque to a visible and appropriate 
location, such as near the bridge entrance to Putnam Valley. 

Sam also offered assistance from a local organization to clean or restore the plaque, if 
necessary, at no cost to the Town. 
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The Supervisor acknowledged the concern and stated that the Town would coordinate 
with the appropriate department and contractors to ensure the plaque is protected and 
appropriately relocated. 

Comment Regarding Public Comment Placement on Meeting Agenda 

Joe Ferraro recommended that the Town Board consider allowing public comment 
before voting on agenda items, stating that doing so would allow residents to ask 
questions and obtain clarification before decisions are made. 

He noted that this approach could improve transparency and help prevent 
misunderstandings by allowing context to be provided before votes occur. 

The Supervisor asked whether the recommendation was to allow public comment 
before all agenda items or before individual agenda items. Joe clarified that the 
suggestion was to allow a general public comment period prior to agenda item 
consideration. 

The Board acknowledged the recommendation. 

 

Comment Regarding Departmental Petty Cash Fund 

Jeff Corwin asked about the status of departmental petty cash funds, noting that a 
previously referenced amount of approximately $25 appeared low and may not reflect 
current needs due to inflation. 

The Board acknowledged the comment and noted the suggestion for potential review 
and adjustment. 

No further public comments were made. 

Executive Session 

The Supervisor announced that the Town Board would enter Executive Session for the 
purpose of obtaining legal advice. 

A motion was made to enter Executive Session for legal advice at 7:40 pm 

Seconded by Councilman Brooks, unanimously carried. 

All Town Board members and Town Counsel were present for the Executive Session.  The 
Town Board Meeting reconvened at8:10 pm 
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Supervisor Jolicoeur made a motion to reopen the meeting.   

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried. 

Supervisor Jolicoeur reported that legal matters were discussed with counsel for 
advisory purposes only, and no decisions were made, and no actions taken during the 
Executive Session. 

Councilman Brooks made a motion to close the meeting.​
 

Seconded by Councilman Russo, unanimously carried.​
 

The meeting was adjourned. 

 

Next Town Board Meeting:  Work Session, Wednesday, March 11th, 2026, 5 PM 

Public Hearings:  

1.​ Local Law Waiving Residency Requirement for Town Assessor 

March 4th, 2026  

 

 

All supporting documents can be found using this link 

 

02-18-2026-Town-Board-MEETING-with-supporting-documents.pdf 

Click below for the video of the meeting  

Town Board Meeting: February 18, 2026 

 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Michelle Stephens 
Michelle Stephens 

Town Clerk 

https://www.putnamvalley.gov/wp-content/uploads/2026/02/02-18-2026-Town-Board-MEETING-with-supporting-documents.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Qr1q6riCS2I
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February 20th, 2026 
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