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PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD 

WORK SESSION 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 04, 2020 

5:00 PM 
 

 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
Supervisor’s Comments  

 
1. Resolved to ratify the 2020 budget 
2. Authorize the Supervisor to sign Badey and Watson proposal for surveying 

services associated with the Bell Hollow Road Bridge. 
3. Discussion - Community Choice Aggregation 
4. Discussion – Daytime Noise Ordinance  
5. Discussion – Political Signage 
6. Audit of Monthly Bills 
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PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD 

WORK SESSION 
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 04, 2020 

5:00 PM 
 
 

 
 
PRESENT:  Supervisor Oliverio 
   Councilman Smith 
   Councilman Luongo 

Councilwoman Annabi 
Councilwoman Whetsel 

 
ALSO PRESENT:  Town Clerk Sherry Howard 
           Town Counsel Robert Lusardi 
  
 
 
 
 
SUPERVISORS COMMENTS 
 
Supervisor Oliverio welcomed everyone to our Work Session meeting.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance and moment of silent meditation for our troops. 
 
Supervisor Oliverio said we are going to be ratifying the budget tonight.  
 
This year due to covid, in lieu of a group gathering for Veteran’s Day, the Town Board 
will be presenting a wreath in the front of Town Hall; and then we will be going to Lake 
Peekskill and the VFW Hall. It will be brief and we will not be inviting the Public. 
Veteran’s Day is much different from Memorial Day in that Memorial Day honors those 
who lost their lives fighting for us and our Country; while on Veteran’s Day we thank our 
Veteran’s for their service.   
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RESOLVED TO ADOPT THE TOWN/HIGHWAY/DISTRICT 2021 BUDGET  
 
Presented by Town Clerk Howard 
 
RESOLUTION #R20-290 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board adopt the final 2021 Town/Highway and District 
Budget with a Tax Increase of 1.55%, which is under the tax cap for 2021. 
 
Seconded by Councilman Luongo for discussion. 
 
Councilman Luongo said what we did using our Fund Balance this year was a very 
prudent move with what is going on this year. Beyond that, it is the fact that we are 
conservative with our money – we watch what is going on. Each and every Manager 
and Department Head watches what they spend – it is a group effort by us to put this 
together. Councilman Luongo said he wishes they could take enough money out of the 
Fund Balance to have a 0% tax increase but that is not feasible for the simple fact that 
the money taken out of the Fund Balance is a false income. Every time you take money 
out of that bank you have to make it up the following year. If you do it too much it 
becomes insurmountable. Supervisor Oliverio thanked Maria Angelico the Town’s CFO 
for all of her hard work on the budget. We are very fortunate because we have been so 
frugal between the years 2019-2020 that the Fund Balance we were going to use last 
year to lower the taxes was never expended, so we can use that money to help lower 
the taxes this year. 
 
Councilman Luongo added that it also helped that we have set up some long term 
contracts such as the Fire Department and Town Hall Managers Contract. This helps in 
knowing in advance what we need to spend. 
 
Councilwoman Annabi said the Districts and the Town Board work together at their 
budget meetings to get everything they need; and that their money gets spent wisely. 
They work very hard. The increases we all face are the State Mandates - we have no 
choice but to pay these. She does think this budget is fair and she is happy they stayed 
below the tax cap. Councilwoman Whetsel said everybody put in all their energy to keep 
the amount of the increase low. She thanked all the Department Heads for their input 
and for responding in a reasonable way. 
 
ROLL CALL VOTE 
 
COUNCILMAN SMITH   ABSENT 
COUNCILMAN LUONGO   AYE 
COUNCILWOMAN ANNABI  AYE 
COUNCILWOMAN WHETSEL  AYE 
SUPERVISOR OLIVERIO   AYE 
 
By a vote of 4 AYES and 1 Absent Town Board Member the Motion Carries. 
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AUTHORIZE THE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN THE BADEY AND WATSON PROPOSAL 
FOR SURVEYING SERVICES ASSOCIATED WITH THE BELL HOLLOW ROAD 
BRIDGE 
 
Presented by Councilman Luongo 
 
RESOLUTION #R20-291 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Supervisor to sign the Badey and 
Watson proposal for surveying services associated with replacing the Bell Hollow Road 
Bridge in the Town of Putnam Valley. The cost is $6,350.00, and the survey will be 
delivered within 20 business days of authorization, subject to inclement weather. 
 
Seconded by Councilwoman Whetsel, unanimously carried 
 
Supervisor Oliverio said the Bell Hollow Road Bridge is in need of repair. The steps are 
to survey it, map it out, go to specs, go to bid, and then have it repaired. Councilwoman 
Annabi said she thought this bridge belongs to the County. Supervisor Oliverio said no, 
that is the Horton Hollow Bridge. Supervisor Oliverio said our Highway Crew will make 
sure this bridge gets done very quickly.  
 
DISCUSSION COMMUNITY CHOICE AGGREGATION 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
Town Attorney Lusardi has been speaking to the Attorney from the Community Choice 
Aggregation. He gave the Town an update on what he has discovered – Town Attorney 
Lusardi said what the Community Choice Aggregation Program entails is that the Town 
would have to enact a local law which basically says that most of the electric users in 
Town, (who have not chosen their own provider), would go into a pool that would be 
serviced by a renewable energy provider. There are administrators that would be 
retained by the Town contractually to administer the program. The Program is on an 
opt-out basis – so if you are a homeowner in the Town and you are receiving electric 
service, NYSE&G will still be your line service provider; but the supplier of the energy 
which passes through those lines to your home would go to a renewable energy 
provider. This renewable energy would be from solar, wind or hydro power. The sources 
of the renewable energy would contract with the Town through an administrator – in this 
case it is Joule Assets who are one (1) of four (4) administrators selected by the State 
of New York to administer the CCA program. They as the agent for the Town would take 
bids for the renewable energy. Part of the agreement is that the supplier of the 
renewable energy would have to come in at a lower number then what NYSE&G has 
charged in the proceeding 12 month period.  
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If a homeowner doesn’t want to be part of this program they could opt-out at any time 
and go with whoever they want as a supplier. This program was conceived and 
established by New York State a couple of years ago to promote the use of renewable 
energy, particularly solar energy. They created this ability for Towns or groups of Towns 
to get together to make the most of their ability to get and use renewable energy.  
 
Town Attorney Lusardi said the in order to go forward the Town would have to enact a 
Local Law to participate in the CCA program. Town Counsel Lusardi provided a sample 
law that could be duplicated to the members of the Town Board. Town Attorney Lusardi 
said he received a call from and spoke to the Counsel for Joule. There are some 
contractual liabilities that the Town would have here. We would have a contract with 
Joule and the Town would have some responsibilities under the orders of the Public 
Service Commission. For example, there are potential liabilities for confidentiality of 
customer records. Supervisor Oliverio agreed that this is a concern. Attorney Lusardi 
added that there are also record keeping requirements. He further added that Joule is a 
big company which has been vetted; and is only one (1) of four (4) companies 
authorized by the State to administer this program. Joule will indemnify the Town 
against these liabilities for the most part i.e. hacking, and if customer information is 
compromised and/or any issues with record keeping. They will deal with the customers 
including the opt-ins and opt-outs. They handle the contracts with the renewable energy 
suppliers, there is a lot of work that they do. There is also the possibility that Joule could 
go out of business, be negligent, or ineffective in what they do. If they do that than they 
would be in breach of their agreement and the Town and we could go with another 
agent. The attorney from Joule will check into what insurance policy there is and if the 
Town could be added on as an additionally insured, this is an important point.  
 
Supervisor Oliverio asked Town Attorney Lusardi if there was anything that was said 
that made him uncomfortable. Counsel Lusardi said as long as when we negotiate the 
contract we make sure we are indemnified and that we are added to their insurance – 
then I think we are okay.  
 
Counsel Lusardi said that when he spoke to Jeff Domansky and Joule’s Attorney they 
both held that the contract will be at a price that is lower than what NYSE&G charged 
for the preceding 12 months; and that price will stay fixed for the two (2) year term of the 
agreement, it would not go up or down.  So, Attorney Lusardi said, what could happen, 
(and did happen in Phillipstown), is that the price of energy could go down and the 
residents could be paying more. It is not the usual circumstance but it could happen. If 
that did happen, under this program, you could then opt-out if you so choose, then you 
could opt-back in again when the rates go down. 
 
Councilman Smith joined the meeting at this time.  
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Supervisor Oliverio asked if we needed a certain number of people to join in order to 
qualify for the program. Town Attorney Lusardi said we would be a part of a group of six 
(6) or seven (7) other Towns and they did not indicate that there was a minimum.  
 
Councilwoman Whetsel said there were some questions as to whether the renewable 
energy is definitely coming from New York State and not anywhere else such as out of 
state or Canada. This would encourage more renewable energy projects in our State. Is 
there a guarantee that this is clean renewable energy from wind, hydro or solar and 
would not include gas because there have been a lot of complaints about fracking.  
 
Supervisor Oliverio asked the Town Board to please look at all of the documents given 
to them, review them again, and it will be put on the agenda first thing for 2021.  
 
Councilwoman Annabi asked if the Town has responsibilities for the administration part 
of this program. Town Counsel Lusardi responded that under this program there are 
certain responsibilities which the Contractor has (the Town being the Contractor) such 
as protection of information and record keeping. If it was going to cost the Town another 
position then it’s not attractive and so Joule does all that. They take the phone calls; 
they handle the preservation of information, the communication with the customers, and 
all the record keeping. The Town would have certain administrative responsibilities 
primarily with respect to negotiating the contract and cooperating with Joule.  
 
Councilwoman Annabi asked if there was a possibility of having a franchise agreement 
with Joule like the one (1) we have with Optimum. Attorney Lusardi does not think so, 
and none of that has been discussed.  Part of the rates that people pay does go to 
administration, it’s a very small part of the bill.  
 
Councilman Smith said he noticed due to the pandemic the price of the electric went 
down a little below the 12 month average. If we entered into this now we would be 
averaging this low price. This is a good position to be in rather than when things were 
going up high. 
 
Attorney Lusardi said NYSERDA, (which is a State Agency), has a web page with 
model laws and model contracts we can draw from to help Municipalities participate in 
this program. This is the local law that Attorney Lusardi used with some modifications. 
In order for a Town to participate in this program an “enabling law” has to be enacted. 
The local law itself does not make you have to do it, but you need it for the 
authorization. It goes through the standard local law process, so you need at least one 
(1) Public Hearing. Another law would not be necessary to go ahead with the contract. 
For residents to participate and opt-in and opt-out there cannot be a fee. 
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Councilman Smith said it is illegal for another supplier to charge you to opt-in to their 
program is you opt-out of this one (1) at some point. This is closely supervised by the 
Public Service Commission. The education and public reaching out is done solely by 
Joule and Hudson Valley Energy, they are responsible to do that, nothing falls on the 
Town Board or the Town Employees.  
 
Councilman Smith added that a resident enquired if there was enough New York State 
clean energy upstate to go around. He said Mr. Domansky did note that only about one-
third (1/3) of what is available is in use and that he foresaw more opportunities coming 
on-board. As of right now it is absolutely available but Councilman Smith was not sure if 
this was going to last forever, so let’s do it now. 
 
Supervisor Oliverio said we can start this and do the Enabling Law in January. 
 
 
DISCUSSION DAYTIME NOISE ORDINANCE 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio  
 
Supervisor Oliverio said he has Wetlands Inspector/Town Planner Bruce Barber putting 
together a noise ordinance based upon other Towns. We will discuss it and see where it 
goes. We did have residents that spoke at our zoom meeting about how disruptive this 
can be in a neighborhood. We need something to regulate something like a radio or 
music blasting for hours. 
 
 
DISCUSSION POLITICAL SIGNAGE 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
Supervisor Oliverio said we discussed having the political signage go up on public 
property no earlier than 45 days before an election -then taking them down no more 
than (1) week after the election. They should also be no bigger than 3’ x 3’ which is nine 
(9) square feet, no big billboards all over the place. Some Towns no longer allow them 
at all on Public Property, but you can put up whatever you want on Private Property. 
Councilman Luongo would rather have one (1) large sign with the whole team on it 
rather than a bunch of small individual signs. Supervisor Oliverio said those huge ones 
that used to be used a long time ago were dangerous because they used to block 
drivers vision. 
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AUDIT OF MONTHLY BILLS 
 
Presented by Councilwoman Annabi 
 
RESOLUTION #R20-292 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following bills, after audit, being paid:   
 
 
VOUCHER NUMBERS  AMOUNTS 
 
 32642-32830   $60,173.72 
 
 32581-32760   $78,947.28 
 
 32625-32814   $651,721.28 
 
 32815-32848   $6,366.98 
 
Seconded by Councilwoman Whetsel, unanimously carried. 
 
Supervisor Oliverio said we are not having a meeting next week due to Veteran’s Day. 
The week after that Councilwoman Annabi will be giving some individual Girl Scouts a 
silver star for the large amount of work they did at our camp this summer.  
 
Supervisor Oliverio motioned to go into Executive Session at 5:42 PM to discuss a 
personnel matter. No action will be taken after.  
 
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried. 
 
Supervisor Oliverio adjourned the meeting at 5:44 PM. 
 
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried. 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
Sherry Howard 
Town Clerk  
11-12-2020 


