
T O W N  O F  P U T N A M  V A L L E Y  M A R C H  1 8 ,  2 0 2 0  

T O W N  B O A R D  M E E T I N G   P A G E  | 140 

 

 
PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD 

TOWN BOARD MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18, 2020 

6:00 PM 
 

 

 
Pledge of Allegiance 
 

1. Departmental Reports 
2. Supervisor’s Comments 
3. Legislative Reports 
4. School Report 
5. Approval of minutes 

 
Facilities 
 

6. Amend Resolution #R20-121 
 

7. Parks and Recreation: 
 

A. Approval of the landscape bid for fertilizer, for Town Park etc. 
B. Staff Additions/Changes 
C. Refunds 

 
8. Building and Zoning: 

 
A. Daily Fee Report for January 2020 
 

9. Acceptance of the Climate Smart Pledge 
 

10. Public Comment 
 

11. Audit of monthly bills 
12. Budget Transfers and Amendments 
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PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD  
TOWN BOARD MEETING 

WEDNESDAY MARCH 18, 2020 
6:00 PM 

 
 

PRESENT:  Supervisor Oliverio 
Councilman Luongo 
Councilwoman Annabi 
Councilman Smith 
Councilwoman Whetsel 

 
ALSO PRESENT:  Town Clerk Sherry Howard 
           Town Counsel Robert Lusardi   
 
 
Pledge of Allegiance and moment of silence for our armed forces.  
 
 
DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
Presented by Councilwoman Annabi 
 
Supervisor Oliverio read a statement from Dede Farabaugh, Director of the Putnam 
Valley Free Library. In short the statement relayed that due to the COVID-19 virus the 
library is closed until the end of March. No penalties will be charged for overdue books, 
videos etc. You can access all of the library’s digital content on-line. You can even sign 
up for a library card on our website. Please stay safe. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S COMMENTS  
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio  
 
Supervisor Oliverio said these are trying times. Please keep in mind that due to the 
Governor’s mandate the Town Hall staff is just a skeleton crew and you must make an 
appointment to see someone. We can always scan documents to you, or respond by 
phone. If you have a question or would like to make an appointment please call (845) 
526-2121. This is everywhere including schools, bars, restaurants, stores – these are 
surreal times. It is restricted usage much like the Great Depression and WW II. We will 
survive this as we did the Spanish Flu. In addition, the first two (2) meetings of the 
month may be cancelled, we are discussing that. Make sure you are practicing social 
distancing, washing your hands well, and please stay safe. 
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS CONTINUED 
 
Councilwoman Whetsel read a statement from the CCE: 

  
 
Supervisor Oliverio said the Highway Department, Fire Department and the Ambulance 
Corp are consumed with many other important things right now and do not have time to 
give a report.  
 
COUNTY LEGISLATOR REPORT 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
Supervisor Oliverio said tonight our Legislators are meeting at the County. There is a lot 
of information coming out of the County right now. A State of Emergency has been 
declared. Please go to PutnamcountyNY.gov to see all of the information you need. 
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SCHOOL REPORT 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
Supervisor Oliverio said school is closed and we don’t know for how long – they may 
not reopen at all this year. Councilwoman Annabi said there will be no graduation 
ceremonies or proms. In Albany they are discussing the situation with the Regents and 
AP exams. She added that this does not change the hard work and dedication these 
students put in and we are very proud of them.  
 
ACCEPT TOWN BOARD MINUTES 
 
Presented by Councilman Luongo 
 
RESOLUTION #R20-128 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize the Supervisor to approve the minutes from 
the February 12th, February 19th, and March 4th, 2020 Town Board Meetings. 
 
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried 
 
AMEND RESOLUTION #R20-121 
 
Presented by Councilwoman Annabi 
 
RESOLUTION #R20-129 
 
RESOLVED that the Putnam Valley Town Board amend Resolution #R20-121 to reflect 
the corrected price of the seven (7) Dell Vostro laptop computers @$629.00 each and 
seven (7) Notebook Cases at $19.99 for a total of $4,542.93; this expenditure was not 
budgeted and will need to be taken from the General Fund.  
 
Seconded by Councilman Smith, unanimously carried 
 
APPROVAL OF FERTILIZER BID FOR THE TOWN PARK 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
Councilwoman Whetsel seconded for discussion.  
 
Councilwoman Whetsel said she recently got some information about the toxic 
chemicals used in fertilizer. She would like to do some research on what is in the 
chemicals being used and maybe try to use a greener method. The areas around the 
lakes have been contaminated due to the use of fertilizers; so she hesitates to jump in 
and say okay. Supervisor Oliverio said he knows that in Putnam County you cannot use 
phosphates or nitrogen based fertilizers.  
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Councilwoman Annabi said we have had this discussion before and McKinney is a 
green company. They know the fertilizer is going onto the fields where kids play so they 
are very sympathetic to that. Councilwoman Whetsel said she wishes they would just 
come in here briefly and say what exactly is in the chemicals they use. Supervisor 
Oliverio said they are on a time line with baseball season etc. Councilwoman Annabi 
said on the second page of the contract it states that McKinney will be supplying labels 
and product ingredients to the Parks and Recreation Department and she can ask 
Frank DiMarco to see it.  
 
RESOLUTION #R20-130 
 
RESOLVED that the Putnam Valley Town Board authorize the Supervisor to award the 
annual turf care bid to McKinney Landscaping Corporation and allow the Town 
Supervisor to sign the contract in the amount of $6,125.00 for the Town Park and the 
Rotary Field on Sunset Hill Road. McKinney Landscaping Corporation was the lowest 
bidder of those who responded. Proposals are attached. 
 
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, Councilwoman Whetsel voted Nay – By a vote of 
4 ayes to 1 nay the Resolution passes. 
 
Councilman Smith also said he was interested in knowing what chemicals are being 
used and would do some research. 
 
PARKS AND RECREATION REFUNDS 
 
Presented by Councilman Smith 
 
RESOLUTION #R20-131 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following Parks and Recreation refunds: 
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Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried. 
 
 PARKS AND RECREATION PERSONNEL 
 
Presented by Councilman Luongo 
 
RESOLUTION #R20-132  
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following Parks and Recreation 
Personnel: 
 

1. Stephanie Monaghan, Rec Ass’t @ $11.80 per hour. 
2. Megan Stephens, Rec. Ass’t, @ $11.80 per hour. 

 
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried. 
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BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT- FEBUARY 2020 
 
Presented by Councilwoman Annabi 
 
RESOLUTION #R20-133 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board accept the Building Department daily fee report and 
summary for the month of February 2020, for filing with the Town Clerk. 
 
Seconded by Councilman Smith, unanimously carried. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE CLIMATE SMART PLEDGE 
 
Presented by Councilman Smith 
 
Councilman Smith said we are accepting the same Pledge as the County used. We will 
now be open to all the grants and advantages that the Pledge allows us. We can now 
move our Town forward.  
 
RESOLUTION #R20-134 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the Climate Smart Community Pledge. 
 
WHEREAS, Putnam Valley believes that climate change has impacted our local and 
global environments; and  
WHEREAS, the effects of climate change has increased the need for actions that will 
protect our infrastructure, economy, farms and ecological communities, including native 
fish and wildlife populations, reduce the spread of invasive species, protect drinking 
water supplies and recreational opportunities, and reduce potential threats to the health 
and well-being of our citizens; and 
WHEREAS, Putnam Valley believes that our response to climate change provides us 
with an unprecedented opportunity to save money and to build livable, energy –
independent and secure communities, vibrant innovation economies, healthy and safe 
schools, and resilient infrastructures; and 
WHEREAS, Putnam Valley believes the scale of greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions 
reductions required for climate stabilization will require sustained and substantial efforts; 
and 
WHEREAS, Putnam Valley believes that even with a reduction in emissions today, 
communities would still be required to adapt to the effects of climate change for 
decades to come; therefore now be it 
RESOLVED, that Putnam Valley, in order to reduce greenhouse gas emissions and 
adapt to a changing climate, adopts the New York State Climate Smart Communities 
Pledge, which comprises the following 10 elements: 

1. Build a climate-smart community 
2. Inventory emissions, set goals, and plan for climate action. 
3. Decrease energy use. 
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4. Shift to clean, renewable energy. 
5. Use climate-smart materials management. 
6. Implement climate-smart land use. 
7. Enhance community resilience to climate change. 
8. Support a green innovation economy. 
9. Inform and inspire the public. 
10. Engage in an evolving process of climate action. 

 
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried. 
 
Supervisor Oliverio thanked Councilman Smith and Councilwoman Whetsel for bringing 
this to us. It’s a great thing. 
 
AUDIT OF MONTHLY BILLS 
 
Presented by Councilwoman Whetsel 
 
RESOLUTION #R20-135 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following bills, after audit, being paid:   
 
 

VOUCHER NUMBERS  AMOUNTS  
 
3402-30619    $107,508.21 

 
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried. 
 
BUDGET TRANSFERS AND AMENDMENTS 
 
Presented by Councilman Luongo 
 
RESOLUTION #R20-136 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following budget transfers:   
 
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried. 
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PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
Resident Mike Busman read the following: 
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Supervisor Oliverio said we have a stay of three (3) years now – but what you are 
asking is reasonable and pursuable.  
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Supervisor Oliverio asked Town Attorney Lusardi can we move on making Peekskill 
Hollow Road a Rural Collector Route. Supervisor Oliverio said he wrote a letter to the 
County stating that Peekskill Hollow Road is designated a Historical Road. 
 
Councilwoman Annabi read parts of the following e-mail out loud into the minutes. It 
was written by resident Susan Kimble who lives in Floradan Estates. 
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Supervisor Oliverio said he sent out the Building Inspector, our Zoning Code Officer, 
and our rotating Building Inspector to check on this situation. They all said it is a legal 
fire pit and they are only burning logs. The family said they enjoy it and sometimes they 
even cook their meals there. The only way to fix this is to pass a law outlawing back 
yard fire pits and we can’t change a law for the benefit of one (1) person. That would 
have a devastating domino effect. Councilwoman Annabi said Ms. Kimble is saying that 
they are burning branches and leaves in it which is illegal. Supervisor Oliverio said 
every time they have inspected it, it has only been large logs. Councilman Luongo said 
even with the burning ban we have now, fire pits using natural wood are exempt from 
that. It can’t be leaves though. The reason for the burning ban is because the amount of 
smoke an open burn creates disturbs migrating birds; and also the fact that this is the 
driest time of the year. Councilman Smith said should we have increased vigilance in 
this area because the pictures he saw showed building materials being burned. 
Councilwoman Annabi said she was told the Code Enforcement Officer was not allowed 
on the property; but the rotating building Inspector said that he was on the property and 
it is a legal fire. Councilwoman Whetsel asked if we could pass something that says if a 
neighbor has a health issue exacerbated by smoke burning could be limited? 
Supervisor Oliverio said this sounds like we would be targeting one (1) person. He 
believes that this is a civil matter. Councilwoman Whetsel said if you have asthma or 
COPD this could be harmful and why should one (1) person’s rights supersede 
another’s? Town Attorney Lusardi said in the law there two causes of action that one (1) 
neighbor can bring against another. One (1) is a nuisance where you use your property 
in a way that disturbs the way a neighbor uses theirs.  
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The other is trespass, where the smoke and burning embers would be trespassing onto 
the neighbor’s property. Both of those are applicable to circumstances where somebody 
is burning persistently and intensely. Under our Zoning Code we can point to our 
General Performance Standards which applies to noise, light, smoke and so forth. 
Under the code you cannot have a use which causes dust, smoke, and fumes to travel 
across onto the neighbor’s property, it’s not the fire pit itself. It has to be a use that is not 
unreasonable. That neighbor could attain an attorney to take care of this.  
 
Councilman Luongo said about the Corona Virus that people might not be aware of, he 
came across the first place today that would not accept cash. Cash is very dirty. This 
could hurt a lot of people. He added that you can order a lot of things on line, like toilet 
paper. Please leave groceries and things you really don’t need for others, don’t hoard. 
The wipes that we use to kill germs have to be left on surfaces for four (4) minutes to 
work. Be kind to one another, we are all we’ve got to get through this. 
 
Councilwoman Annabi reminded everyone to complete the Census. You probably 
already got your code in the mail, so now go on- line and complete it. You need to be 
entered into the system, this is how we are able to receive money from the State for our 
CHIPS fund, school funding etc. The Census is anonymous they are basically going by 
your zip code. It is a basic questionnaire. 
 
Councilman Smith said the Putnam Valley Food Pantry remains open. The Grace 
Methodist Church has changed its distribution method. You now line up at the High 
School and you proceed down where they will come outside with a bag of food for you.  
 
Supervisor Oliverio moved to go into Executive Session at 6:47 PM to talk about a 
contractual matter concerning the Fire House.  No business will be conducted 
afterward. We are not sure if we will be having the first two (2) meetings of the month – 
it depends on what the Governor says about public meetings. Councilwoman Annabi 
added that you can always contact us by e-mail – our addresses are on our website. 
Supervisor Oliverio said you can call him at Town Hall or contact him on Facebook.  
 
Supervisor Oliverio closed the meeting at 6:47 PM.  
 
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried.  
 
 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
 
Sherry Howard 
Town Clerk  
03-20-2020 


