
 

T O W N  O F  P U T N A M  V A L L E Y              N O V E M B E R  1 4 ,  2 1 0 8                        

T O W N  B O A R D  M E E T I N G                                   P a g e  | 363 

 

 
PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 14, 2018 

6:00 PM 
 

 
1. Pledge of Allegiance 
2. Departmental Reports 
3. Special Presentation by County Executive O’Dell and Sheriff Langley on Oregon 

Corners Women’s Center and possible relocation of Parks and Recreation 
4. Supervisor’s Opening Comments 
5. School Report 
6. County Legislator Report 
7. Tax Cap Resolution 
8. Resolve to approve the 2019 Fire Department Budget 
9. Resolve to approve the 2019 Town/Highway/District budget 
10. Set Public Hearing date for the NRI 
11. Set Public Hearing date for the Food Truck Law 
12. Authorize Supervisor to accept the Town Board Minutes from October 17th. 
13.  Set hearing for Fire Fighter Cancer Law. 

 
DEPARTMENTS 

 
Highway Department 

 
14. Request to go out to bid for materials 

 
         Building Department 
 

15. Daily Fee Summaries Report 
 

        Parks and Recreation 
 

16.   Personnel 
17.  Refunds 

 
   Districts 
 

18. Mill Ponds Operator request for proposal 
19. Appointments to Lake Peekskill Youth Committee  
20. Budget Transfers 
21. Public Comment 
22. Audit of Monthly Bills 
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PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD 

REGULAR MEETING 
WEDNESDAY NOVEMBER 14, 2018 

6:00 PM 
 
 
 
PRESENT:              Supervisor Oliverio 
                                  Councilwoman Annabi 
    Councilman Mackay 
              Councilman Luongo 
    Councilwoman Whetsel 
 
ALSO PRESENT:      Town Clerk, Sherry Howard 
              Town Counsel, William Florence 
      
 
Supervisor Oliverio welcomed everyone to the meeting and said there will only be two 
meetings this month as next week is Thanksgiving.  
 
Pledge of Allegiance and moment of silence for our armed forces 
 
PROCLAMATION 
 
Presented by Councilperson Annabi 
 
Councilperson Annabi said that the Town Board Members are all wearing purple tonight 
to bring awareness to a very rare medical condition known as KCNB1. Our proclamation 
tonight is to honor and recognize our own 2nd grader Sydney who has the 12th 
diagnosed case of KCNB1 out of only 65 people worldwide known to have this genetic 
mutation. Sydney’s Mother said that there is no cure as it is a random genetic mutation 
which causes epilepsy and developmental delays. Supervisor Oliverio said she and her 
family are remarkable.  
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DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS 
 
Presented by Councilperson Annabi 
 
Fire Department Chief David Anderson reported on the Department’s calls for the month 
of October 2018: 
 
 1 Structure Fire 
 1 Standby/mutual aid  
 1 rescue 
 1CO Detector 
 8 PIAA’s 
 4 Wires Down 
 6 Automatic Alarms 
 2 EMS Assists 
1 Investigation 
1 Fuel Leak/Spill 
1 Propane Leak 
1 Person in Distress  
 
 28 calls for the month – 5369.06 man hours. Chief Anderson thanked the men and 
women that come out and do this hard job month in and month out. It is getting cold 
outside – please have your chimneys cleaned before you use them. 
 
SUPERVISOR’S OPENING COMMENTS 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
Supervisor Oliverio said we were supposed to have a special presentation by County 
Executive Mary Ellen Odell and Sheriff Langley but unfortunately they had a conflict; but 
they will be here in December. They will be discussing the swapping of buildings – the 
Parks and Recreation Department will be moving to the old Sheriff’s Building at Oregon 
Corners. A Woman’s Resource Center will also be opening there too - and the old Parks 
and Recreation Building will house some of the County Deputies. Supervisor Oliverio 
wished everyone a very Happy Thanksgiving. 
 
SCHOOL DISTRICT REPORT 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
School Superintendent Fran Wills said congratulations to the Town on the passing of 
the day camp project. She continued by saying our schools are busy with programs 
such as the wonderful recent production of Lost in Yonkers. The International Dinner is 
planned for tomorrow night, and we will be announcing the appointment of a new 
Assistant Middle School Principal.  
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The institution of the “later start” has been in play and has been effective. Our new 
community lunch schedule at the High School has worked out very well. The 
transportation scheduling has improved, and our fall athletic programs have been 
completed. Our winter programs such as basketball, wrestling and cheerleading are just 
beginning. Everyone is now vying for space which leads to our need for more room. For 
over a year we have been meeting with a representative committee for a proposed 
facilities project. This project will not incur any more tax payer debt as we will be able to 
fund this since we have a debt retirement payoff due in two (2) years. By adhering to the 
tax cap, taxpayers have received rebates. In fact we have left millions of dollars in the 
hands of residents. This debt that is being retired is not the High School but rather other 
building projects from the past in the District. Debts have also been refinanced in the 
past at lower interest rates. This is how we do our fiscal planning. “Why?” – We have 
based our planning on the most current educational research on how students learn 
best. We want to promote cognitive, social and emotional learning to achieve high 
academics and emotional wellness. “What?” – We turn to the Middle School which has 
not been renovated since its construction in the 1970’s. We need the basics there - 
such as energy efficient windows, bathrooms, modern library/media center, bigger 
classroom space and a cafeteria/ kitchen space where food can be cooked – not just 
warmed. We need a multi-use, all weather use, all year space as an antidote to fight the 
rising tide of drug abuse and depression. It can used to promote wellness for all our 
students.  
 
Dr. Luft spoke next. He thanked the Board for allowing them to share the information on 
this project. “How?”- For over a year the Facilities Planning Committee has been 
meeting and prioritizing the needs of the District. We remain committed to transparency 
so the taxpayer can make an informed decision. A question that has come up is “why is 
there so much to be done right now at once instead of keeping up with the five (5) year 
facilities plan that was in place?” When the state set the tax cap it prohibited us from 
doing those types of projects within our operating budget. We knew the Middle School 
repairs etc. would cost around two (2) million dollars but was not feasible to do within 
our operating budget. So when you don’t have the money those repairs are held off - 
and as more of these repairs are held off you have to wait for an opportunity for our debt 
to begin to fall off. When that happens, it is an opportunity to reinvest that debt to 
address the areas that we need. Our only other recourse would be to replace a few 
windows a year and that would be a never ending cycle. We also can’t go out to bond 
every year either. There are a lot of things the School District needs, and this bond will 
not cause a tax increase on our residents. If the community decides it is not worth it the 
money it will go back on the tax rolls – for the average homeowner that would be about 
$20.00 per month. There is a much research that says that there is a direct correlation 
between how good our schools are to how much our homes are worth. We are more 
than willing to answer any questions you have – transparency is of the upmost 
important to us. 
 
 
 



 

T O W N  O F  P U T N A M  V A L L E Y              N O V E M B E R  1 4 ,  2 1 0 8                        

T O W N  B O A R D  M E E T I N G                                   P a g e  | 367 

 

 
 
 
Supervisor Oliverio asked Dr. Luft to respond to a rumor that is going around which 
says that resident taxes will go up $20.00 if the bond does pass. Supervisor Oliverio 
said it is just like the camp bond – there will be no tax increase. Dr. Luft said that 
Supervisor Oliverio is correct. He said we can take this opportunity and do this work for 
no tax increase or we can return $20.00 a month to the average homeowner if the bond 
does not pass. There are information and videos available on our website. We have 
also sent out a mailer to every resident. Supervisor Oliverio asked if the bond passes 
what is the time frame for the work to be done.  Dr. Luft said by the time they go through 
the approvals and the bidding process that could be over a year alone. We are hoping 
to begin construction in the spring on 2020; and do most of it in the summer months 
when school is closed. The vote is being held on December 4th from 6:00 AM – 9:00 PM 
at the Putnam Valley Elementary School. 
 
 
COUNTY LEGISLATOR REPORT 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
The County Legislator’s apologized for not being here. Councilperson Annabi gave a 
report for Legislator Gouldman: 
 
The HEAP (heating) Program opened November 13th; it is an important benefit for low 
income home owners and renters who pay their fuel and utilities. Please call the 
Department of Social Services at 845-808-1500 if you need assistance. 
 
It is Daylight Savings Time, which is a good time to change the batteries in your smoke 
detector.  
 
November 1st is the beginning of open enrollment for qualified health plans; it goes until 
December 15, 2018. Go to Newyorkstate.gov for more information. 
 
County Legislator Gouldman thanked the residents who have called him with their 
concerns. If there is a problem he can help with he is happy to do so. Please call him as 
his door is always open - 845-808-1020. 
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TAX CAP RESOLUTION 
 
Presented by Councilperson Luongo 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-317 
 

RESOLVED that the Town Board enact a local law to override the Tax Levy Limit 
Established in general Municipal Law 3-C for the fiscal year 2019. 
 

LOCAL LAW No. 3 of the year 2018 
Town of Putnam Valley, County of Putnam 

 
A local law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law 3-c 
Section 1. Legislative Intent 
It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes 
that may be levied by the Town of Putnam Valley, County of Putnam pursuant to 
General Municipal Law Sect. 3-c, and to allow the Town of Putnam Valley, County of 
Putnam to adopt a town budget for (a) town purposes (b) fire protection districts and (c) 
any other special or improvement district governed by the town board for the fiscal year 
2019 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by 
General Municipal Law Sect. 3-c. 
 
Section 2. Authority 
This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law Sect. 3-c, 
which expressly authorizes the town board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption 
of a local law approved by vote of sixty percent (60%) of the town board. 
 
Section 3. Tax Levy Limit Override 
The Town Board of the Town of Putnam Valley, County of Putnam is hereby authorized 
to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2019 that requires a real property tax levy in excess 
of the limit specified in General Municipal Law Sect. 3-c. 
 
Section 4. Severability 
If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the 
application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be judged 
by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or 
judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be 
confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this 
Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or 
circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall 
be rendered. 
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Section 5. Effective Date 
This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State. 
 
Dated: Putnam Valley, New York 
  November 14, 2018 
 
Seconded by Councilperson Mackay.  
 

  Voting in Favor  Voting Against 
   

Hon. Louie Luongo    AYE    
Hon. Steve Mackay    AYE        
Hon. Jacqueline Annabi   AYE           
Hon. Wendy Whetsel   AYE   
Hon. Supervisor Oliverio   AYE  
 
MOTION CARRIED WITH FIVE AYES AND 0 NAYS 
 
RESOLVE TO ADOPT THE 2019 FIRE DEPARTMENTS BUDGET 
 
Presented by Councilperson Annabi 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-318 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board adopt the 2019 final Putnam Valley Volunteer Fire 
Department Budget. 
 
Seconded by Councilperson Mackay 
 
 

  Voting in Favor  Voting Against 
   

Hon. Louie Luongo    RECUSE    
Hon. Steve Mackay    AYE        
Hon. Jacqueline Annabi   AYE      
Hon. Wendy Whetsel   AYE   
Hon. Supervisor Oliverio   AYE  
 
 
MOTION CARRIED WITH FOUR AYES, COUNCILMAN LUONGO RECUSED 
HIMSELF. 
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ADOPT 2019 TOWN/HIGHWAY/DISTRICT BUDGET 

 

Presented by Councilperson Whetsel 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-319 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board adopt the Final 2019 Town/Highway and District 
Budget (without the Fire Department) with a tax increase of 2.84%. minus the 
Assessor’s Salary included. 
 
                                                                  Voting in Favor  Voting Against 

   
Hon. Louie Luongo    AYE    
Hon. Steve Mackay    AYE        
Hon. Jacqueline Annabi   AYE      
Hon. Wendy Whetsel   AYE   
Hon. Supervisor Oliverio   AYE  
 
 
Seconded by Councilman Mackay   
 
MOTION CARRIED WITH FIVE AYES. 
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ADOPT 2019 TOWN/HIGHWAY/DISTRICT BUDGET 

 

Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-320 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board adopt the Final 2019 Town/Highway and District 
Budget (without the Fire Department) with a tax increase of 2.84%. with the Assessor’s 
Salary included. 
 
                                                                  Voting in Favor  Voting Against 

   
Hon. Louie Luongo    RECUSE    
Hon. Steve Mackay    AYE        
Hon. Jacqueline Annabi   AYE      
Hon. Wendy Whetsel   AYE   
Hon. Supervisor Oliverio   AYE  
 
Seconded by Councilman Mackay   
 
MOTION CARRIED WITH FIVE AYES; COUNCILMAN LUONGO RECUSED 

HIMSELF. 

 

Councilman Luongo is married to Assessor Sheryl Luongo and recused himself to avoid 
any appearance of impropriety. 
 
 
AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-321 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board Add the following to the agenda: 
 
#13A – Amend hiring date of Laborer of Highway Departments Teamster’s position form 
11/19/2018 to 11/26/2018. 
#13B – Award bid to Fanning Electric Co. for electric generator at $89,860.00. This was 
the lowest and most reasonable bid. 
#13C – Approve letter of support to Putnam County Planning for Grant application to 
enhance the County’s Shuttle Bus Service. 
 
Seconded by Councilperson Mackay unanimously carried  
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SET PUBLIC HEARING FOR THE NATIONAL RESOURCE INVENTORY 
 
Presented by Councilperson Whetsel 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-322 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board set a Public Hearing for December 5th at 6:00 PM to 
adopt the National Resource Inventory information. 
 
Seconded by Councilperson Mackay unanimously carried  
 
SET PUBLIC HEARING DATE FOR FOOD TRUCK LAW 
 
Presented by Councilperson Mackay 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-323 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board set a Public Hearing for December 5th for a Local 
Food Truck Law immediately following the Public Hearing for the National Resource 
Inventory. 
 
Seconded by Councilperson Luongo, unanimously carried  
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES  
 
Presented by Councilperson Luongo 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-324 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize the Supervisor to approve the minutes from 
the October 17th Town Board Meeting. 
 
Seconded by Councilperson Annabi, unanimously carried. 
 
SET PUBLIC HEARING FOR FIREFIGHTER CANCER LAW 
 
Presented by Councilperson Annabi 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-325 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board set a Public Hearing for the State Mandated Fire 
Fighter Cancer Law on December 5th 2018 immediately following the Public Hearing on 
the Food Truck Law. This money comes from the Town’s Budget not the Fire 
Department’s Budget.  
Seconded by Councilperson Mackay, unanimously carried. 
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AMEND HIRING DATE OF LABORER HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT TEAMSTERS 
POSITION FROM 11/19/18 TO 11/26/18 
 
Presented by Councilperson Whetsel 
 
Supervisor Oliverio said we had an amendment for a hiring but we are going to void that 
amendment. I am asking the Board to revisit this. Attorney Florence said we are going 
to override the motion and put it into abeyance. 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-326 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board is moving to override the appointment from last week 
and are going to put the motion into abeyance until further notice.  
 
Seconded by Councilperson Annabi, unanimously carried. 
 
AWARD BID TO FANNING ELECTRIC CO. FOR ELECTRIC GENERATOR AT 
$89,860.00. 
 
Presented by Councilperson Whetsel 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-327 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize the Supervisor to accept the bid from 
Fanning Electric for the Town Hall Generator Project in the amount of $89,860.00 and 
authorize the Town Supervisor to sign the contract with Fanning Electric in accordance 
with bid specifications. All bids have been reviewed by Renato Martins Electrical 
Engineer with Kohler Ronan and this is his recommendation for the project. 
 
The Town received three bids, they are as follows – 
 
JARS Electric Corporation  $178,000.00 
The NY-Conn Corporation  $107,000.00 
Fanning Electric   $89,860.00 
 
Seconded by Councilperson Mackay, unanimously carried. 
 
Councilman Luongo did some research because he is sometimes leery of the low 
bidder. He discovered that they are a reputable company and there should be no 
problems. He then asked what we are going to do with the old generator. Supervisor 
Oliverio said it will be going to the Parks and Rec. garage in the park because they have 
no back up. The price includes them removing it and bringing it to the park. 
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APPROVE LETTER OF SUPPORT TO PUTNAM COUNTY FOR GRANT 
APPLICATION TO ENHANCE THE COUNTY’S SHUTTLE BUS SERVICE 
 
Presented by Councilperson Mackay 
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RESOLUTION #R18-328 
 
RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize the Town Supervisor to send a letter of 
support to Putnam County for a grant application to enhance the County’s Shuttle Bus 
Service.  
 
Seconded by Councilperson Mackay, unanimously carried. 
 
Supervisor Oliverio said this will be an app. for your smart phone which will tell you 
where the buses are - such as if they are late or delayed - this requires some updated 
technology. 
 
HIGHWAY DEPARTMENT REQUEST TO GO TO BID FOR MATERIALS 
 
Presented by Councilperson Luongo 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-329 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Highway Department to advertise in the 
November 21, 2018 Edition of the Putnam County News and Recorder for materials to 
be used by the Highway Department in 2019. Bids are returnable on December 5, 2018 
at 2:00 PM. 
 
Seconded by Councilperson Mackay, unanimously carried. 
 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT- OCTOBER 2018 
 
Presented by Councilperson Annabi 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-330 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board accept the Building Department daily fee report and 
summary for the month of October 2018, for filing with the Town Clerk. 
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 Seconded by Councilperson Luongo, unanimously carried. 
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PARKS AND RECREATION – PERSONNEL APPOINTMENTS 
 
Presented by Councilperson Whetsel 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-331 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following additions/changes to 
personnel: 
 
Olivia Roman, PV Children’s Center, @ $10.40 per hour. 
Jack Goldenberg, PV Children’s Center, @ $10.40 per hour. 
 
Seconded by Councilperson Annabi, unanimously carried. 
 
PARKS & RECREATION- REFUNDS 
 
Presented by Councilperson Mackay 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-332 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following refunds: 
 

Rachel Shields   $500.00 
46 Ridgecrest Road   LPCC Rental 
Lake Peekskill, NY 10537  Refund Deposit 
 
Mandi Meenan   $50.00 
130 Wiccopee Road  Basketball 
Putnam Valley, NY 10579  Overpayment 
      

Seconded by Councilperson Luongo, unanimously carried. 
 
MILL POND WATER OPERATOR REQUEST FOR PROPOSAL 
 
Presented by Councilperson Luongo 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-333 
RESOLVED, that the Town accept the proposal for Mill Pond Water District Water 
Operator from CEMCO Water and Wastewater Specialists, Inc., 59 Healy Lane, 
Stormville, NY 12528 and authorize the Supervisor to sign a one year contract for 
services for the year 2019. 
 
Two Proposals were received and a summary of both are attached. The second bidder 
did not submit the required non-collusion affidavit and is therefore disqualified. 
Seconded by Councilperson Mackay, unanimously carried. 
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APPOINTMENTS TO LAKE PEEKSKILL YOUTH COMMITTEE 
 
Presented by Councilperson Annabi 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-334 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board appoint the following Lake Peekskill residents to the 
Lake Peekskill Youth Committee. 
 
Cheryl Brown 
Jennifer Melendez 
Lynn Casey 
 
Seconded by Councilperson Luongo, unanimously carried. 
 
BUDGET TRANSFERS 
 
Presented by Councilperson Whetsel 
 
RESOLUTION #R18-335 
 
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the budget amendments and transfers for 
fiscal year: 
 
Seconded by Councilperson Annabi, unanimously carried 
 
PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
There was no Public Comment. 
 
Councilperson Luongo said please be careful cooking for Thanksgiving. Supervisor 
Oliverio said make sure if you are deep frying a turkey that it is completely defrosted 
otherwise it will explode and it is very dangerous. Councilperson Luongo also said it 
looks like it is going to snow tomorrow night; please take care and caution and make 
sure you clean off your car thoroughly.  Please make sure if something happens you tell 
the proper authorities - don’t just put it on Facebook. 
 
Councilperson Annabi said that this past Sunday we had our Veteran’s Day Ceremony. 
The turn-out was great with lots of Girl Scouts and Boy Scouts in attendance.  
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She also gave a shout out to Putnam Valley Florist for the great job they did with all of 
the wreaths. Please shop local – we have a lot of places you can go to - this includes 
Cold Spring etc. Spend your money in Putnam County if you can – support your local 
Mom and Pop shops.  
 
Supervisor Oliverio motioned to go into Executive Session at the end of the meeting 
concerning a personal matter.  
 
Seconded by Councilperson Mackay, unanimously carried 
 
AUDIT OF MONTHLY BILLS 
 
Presented by Supervisor Oliverio 
 
RESOLUTION # R18-336 
 
 RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following bills, after audit, being paid:   
 

VOUCHER NUMBERS  AMOUNTS  
  
 25073-25226   95,897.80 
 

Seconded by Councilperson Mackay, unanimously carried. 
 
Supervisor Oliverio closed the meeting at 6:51 PM. He said there will be no further 
business conducted after the Executive Session.  
 
Seconded by Councilperson Annabi, unanimously carried.  
 

 
Respectfully Submitted 
 
 
Sherry Howard 
  11-16-2018 

 
 
 
 
  


