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     PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD

REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 19, 2014

 7:00 P.M.
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

AGENDA

1. Pledge of Allegiance

2. Supervisor’s Opening Comments

3. County Legislator Oliverio’s Report

4.  Approval of Town Board Minutes

                    

       5.  School District Report

                  
                      6.  Authorization to Go Out to Bid-Grass Cutting District 
                    


 Properties

                 

       7.  Discussion& Presentation on Proposed Incentive Zoning  
                     


Application-J.Palumbo

                 

       8.  Discussion on Proposal to Purchase Town Property-S. Munsell

                

       9.  Amend Resolution # R14-110 Authorizing Supervisor to Sign a
                    


 Extension of the Putnam Valley Ambulance Contract- Change

                    


 To Extension of the 2013 Contract on a Month to Month Basis

                    


 Pending Resolution of Contractual Matters

                 

     10. Discussion on Oregon Corners




     11. Authorization to attend OSHA 30 Hour Course- S. Manno 
DEPARTMENTS

12. Parks & Recreation
a. Personnel Appointments 
      b.  Refunds

      c. Appoint Groundskeeper/Rec. Assistant

13. Building Department

                           


a.  Report for February

  DISTRICTS

14.   A. Lake Peekskill

        1. Lake Peekskill Report

        2. Authorize Advertisement for Two Seasonal 


 Laborers

        3. Authorize Advertisement for Beach Monitors

        4. Authorization to Surplus 2000 International Garbage

          Truck and Advertise for Bids for the Sale or Scrap of

          This Equipment

      B. Lookout Manor

        1.  Authorize to Advertise for Seasonal District 
           Laborer     

                
      C. Oscawana Lake

        1.  Authorize to Advertise for Harvester Operators

      D. Roaring Brook Lake 
     1. Authorize Advertisement for Lake Supt.
   E. Wildwood Knolls

        1. Adopt Wildwood Knolls Facilities Warrant

      F.  Barger Pond
         1. Authorize to Advertise for Seasonal District 
           Laborer     

                
 15.  Public Comment

 16.  Budget Transfers and Amendments

 17.  Audit of Monthly Bills

PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD

7:00 P.M. 
REGULAR TOWN BOARD MEETING

WEDNESDAY, March 19, 2014

Present:

Supervisor Tendy

                                           Councilwoman Whetsel




Councilwoman Annabi

 

              Councilman Mackay

                                           Councilman Luongo

Absent:                          Town Counsel Zutt

Also Present:
             Town Clerk Eileen Royael

Supervisor Tendy opened the Town Board Meeting at 7:00 p.m.
AMENDMENTS TO THE AGENDA

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION #R 14-112
RESOLVED that the Town Board amend the agenda to add the following:

#5a Captain Velardi and Captain Vincent Martin-Putnam County Sheriff’s Dept.
#12 D Authorize Supervisor to Sign Truck Lease as per Resolution #R13-330

14D2- Discussion on Valve Closing and Lake Ice

10a- Authorize Supervisor to Sign County Contract-Youth Bureau Grant
Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.
AMENDMENT TO AGENDA
Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION #R 14-113
RESOLVED that the Town Board amend the agenda to add the following:

Add Executive Session to discuss contractual and personnel matters.
Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.
SUPERVISOR’S OPENING COMMENTS

Supervisor Tendy announced that Senator Gipson will be holding a “Tax Relief” meeting at the Putnam Valley Town Hall on March 20, 2014 from 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
Supervisor Tendy asked that if any residents get any type of mailings that are not signed, throw them away. There has been a mailing in Roaring Brook that had misinformation and the accusations that were made that were false.
Supervisor Tendy would like to make Oregon Corners more attractive by putting a walkway by the stream, landscaping, and a walkway over the stream and maybe hang some flowering plants. There have been many ideas over decades on how to beautify Oregon Corners and nothing has been done. We have lost some businesses there and he feels by doing some of these projects it will help bring businesses into town. He also would like the Town Board to look at the present code, as some of the restrictions maybe too stringent. He is also asking Putnam County to help make the former George’s Superstation more attractive by making the area look nice. Supervisor Tendy asked residents to be careful driving as spring is here and to avoid hitting the animals.  
Victor Tishop commented that in Putnam Valley on the junction of Wood Street and Bryant Pond Road, there is a very large cucumber magnolia tree; he believes it is the biggest one in the state. He is going to get certified arborists to look at it and he has contacted the DEC. 
Supervisor Tendy added that he saw Dr. Ruth at the Putnam Valley Ambulance Corps., she is a fascinating woman and her life goes back to the Israeli Army. It was well attended and by speaking to some of the residents he learned what great artists we have here in Putnam Valley. The first Putnam Valley Jazz Festival will be held on May 31st from 12 noon to 8 p.m. and June 1st from 1:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m., the County is also involved in this and this is another way to bring tourism to Putnam Valley.
COUNTY LEGISLATOR’S REPORT

County Legislator Oliverio commented on County Executive Mary Ellen O’Dell’s “State of the County Address”. He noted that she said a lot of things except what she will be doing in 2014. The county is in decent shape and the budget process for 2015 has begun.
APPROVAL OF TOWN BOARD MINUTES

Presented by Supervisor Tendy 
RESOLUTION # R 14-114
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the Town Board Minutes of February 12, 2014 and February 18, 2014

Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried.
SCHOOL DISTRICT REPORT

Supervisor Tendy told the residents that they can go onto the Putnam Valley Central School District website at pvcsd.org to find out what is happening at the school.
County Legislator Oliverio added that the Putnam Valley School Board did not approve the Veterans Exemption, he is hoping that the School Board re-examines this for 2015.
Councilman Mackay added that Patrick O’Grady, a student at the Putnam Valley High School, has been invited to study in Paris, France. Patrick is an incredible athlete, student and musician. To help Patrick go to Paris you can go onto the website www.gofundme.com/79ytbg#.
PUTNAM COUNTY SHERIFF DEPT-CAPTAIN VELOTTI AND CAPTAIN MARTIN

Captain Velotti and Captain Martin of the Putnam County Sheriff’s Department read off the police activity in Putnam Valley for the year 2013. Crime is down and they assured the town that they are stepping up their patrols.
Councilwoman Annabi asked what the residents can do to stay safe.
Captain Velotti and Captain Martin told the residents to lock their cars, homes and possibly install alarms and motion detector lights. If they see anything suspicious they can call the Putnam County Sheriff’s Dept.
A resident wanted to know if there is a way that we can find out immediately what is going on in Putnam Valley.
Captain Velotti and Captain Martin responded that there is not because of ongoing investigations.
Some complaints made to the Sheriff’s Dept. were that at the north end of Roaring Brook Lake the ATV’s are on the roads, commercial vehicles are traveling Peekskill Hollow Road and cars are speeding on Tanglewylde Road and Dennytown Road.
UPDATE ON LIBRARY CONSTRUCTION PROJECT

Priscilla Keresey and Kathleen McLaughlin gave an update on the Library Construction Project. Kathleen McLaughlin told the residents that the main library is closed due to a crack on the children’s floor. The residents can still order books, videos on line through the Mid-Hudson Library System, and can be picked up in the Community Room seven days a week. Residents can also still get a library card and right now the library is not taking any book donations. Construction will begin in mid-April.
Priscilla Keresey added that the HVAC needs to be moved before construction begins. We have had some communication problems with the Building Department which has caused delays. Residents can get updates on the library by going onto Facebook or to the library’s website.
AUTHORIZATION TO GO OUT TO BID-GRASS CUTTING DISTRICT PROPERTIES

Presented by Councilwoman Annabi

RESOLUTION #R14-115
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize District Clerk Judy Travis to go out to bid on grass cutting the district properties.
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried

DISCUSSION & PRESENTATION ON PROPOSED INCENTIVE ZONING APPLICATION- J. PALUMBO

David Steinmetz representing FC Putnam Soccer Sports located at 7 Bryant Pond Road told the Town Board that Mr. Palumbo (owner) would like to make better use of this property year round but constructing an indoor soccer field. Tonight is an informal pre-submission to see if the Town Board is interested. There is 13 ½ acres of property that is in a R3 Zoning, three outdoor soccer fields, soccer clinics, camps, it is just a wonderful place. The indoor soccer field that Mr. Palumbo is proposing is 150ft x 100ft and is designed to look like a barn, keeping with the rural character of the area. This building is not currently permitted in a R3 zone and Mr. Palumbo is interested in giving an amenity to the town under the Incentive Zoning law. Mr. Palumbo is not a developer but there are a number of different things that could be done one of them is the notion that if the town buys the Tompkins Corner Methodist Church and with the help of Mr. Palumbo’s brother it could be restored. There have also been other ideas as far as giving the town an amenity such as a metal storage building at the highway department. Before we file the application we would like to know if this is a good vision for the property. What would the town feel would be an appropriate amenity?
Supervisor Tendy told me Mr. Steinmetz that the amenity should directly benefit the residents of Putnam Valley especially the Peekskill Hollow Road neighbors.
Councilwoman Whetsel told Mr. Steinmetz that there is a not for profit group who are looking to take over the Tompkins Church as they do not want this historic building being under the control of the town. The group is very excited to obtain this historic building.
Councilman Mackay noted that there is a need for a steel building at the highway department.
Councilwoman Annabi added that this indoor soccer facility is a definite asset to the town.
Priscilla Keresey, asked how the town values an incentive.
Supervisor Tendy responded that he does not put a monetary value on the amenity. He also added that he has had a number of meetings with the owner of the church and does not know anything about a not for profit group obtaining it. If the town had an opportunity to purchase that church for $200,000 and save a historic building he would like to do that.  
Councilman Mackay added that Mr. Palumbo gives to our community. He allows the high school to use his fields for free; we need to keep the kids occupied year round.
Victor Tishop likes the design of the building and applauds Mr. Palumbo for his design. He also would like to see the church be obtained by a not for profit group to have music and art displayed, it would bring tourism to our town.
County Legislator Oliverio suggested that Mr. Palumbo allow the old barn on the property to be used for the arts.
Supervisor Tendy believes that this application has a lot of merit and would like to see this project move forward.
Hugo Palumbo urged the Town Board to make a decision, as they are looking for two things:

1- What does the Town Board think of the concept of the plan.
2- What is the right benefit to give the town as an incentive- they need a time frame.
Supervisor Tendy told the Palumbo’s that they should be able to have answers for them at the April Town Board meeting.
DISCUSSION ON PROPOSAL TO PURCHASE TOWN PROPERTY-S. MUNSELL

Supervisor Tendy told the residents that a letter came in the mail that a resident wants to purchase a home and the adjoining lot that is owned by the town. This vacant lot that the town owns is assessed at $154,000, and the town has no use for this land. The property is located on Rock Hill Road and the highway superintendent has recommended that if we sell the property we may want to keep a 17 foot strip along the road for town’s use. If we can get a good amount of money for this property, he is in favor of selling it.
AMEND RESOLUTION #R14-110 AUTHORIZING SUPERVISOR TO SIGN AN EXTENSION OF THE PUTNAM VALLEY AMBULANCE CONTRACT

Presented by Councilwoman Whetsel

RESOLUTION #R14-116
RESOLVED that the Town Board amend Resolution #R14-110 authorizing Supervisor to sign an extension of the 2013 Putnam Valley Ambulance Contract to a month to month basis pending resolution of contractual matters.
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried.
DISCUSSION ON OREGON CORNERS

Supervisor Tendy discussed the businesses that we lost at Oregon Corners. We will be spending the next few weeks talking about what we can do to pump money into Oregon Corners. I have spoken to our Financial Director and we have money in our fund balance to do this.
Patty Villanova responded that she believes this is a wonderful idea as it looks terrible. We don’t have good traffic at Oregon Corners and we need to try and get service industry into the town.
Supervisor Tendy agrees it is a location issue and feels that we have to make it look nicer to get more business into Oregon Corners. We got a grant for a long term study on what we can do to improve Oregon Corners. There have been a lot of ideas over the years but nothing has been implemented, and this Town Board needs to take action. Also, looking at our laws at many levels, while keeping in mind our environmental responsibilities.
AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN COUNTY CONTRACT-YOUTH BUREAU GRANT

Presented by Councilwoman Annabi

RESOLUTION #R14-117
RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize the Town Supervisor to sign the contract with the Putnam County Youth Bureau. This contract authorizes the Youth Bureau to disburse grant funding to the town for the Putnam Valley Senior Center and the Putnam Valley Volunteer Ambulance Corps programs.
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried.
AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN 2014 PUTNAM COUNTY REAL PROPERTY SERVICE CONTRACT

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION #R14-118
RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize the Town Supervisor to sign the 2014 Putnam County Real Property Service Contract.
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried.
AUTHORIZATION TO ATTEND OSHA 30 HOUR COURSE-S.MANNO
Presented by Councilman Luongo

RESOLUTION #R14-119
RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize Susan Manno to attend an OSHA 30 hour course given at Yorktown Technical Center at the cost of $420.00 beginning in May 2014.
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried.
PARKS AND RECREATION PERSONNEL APPOINTMENT
Presented by Councilman Mackay 
RESOLUTION #R14-120
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following personnel appointment:

1. Patricia Citarella, Day Camp Input, @ $12.00 per hour.
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried.
PARKS AND RECREATION REFUNDS

Presented by Councilman Mackay 
RESOLUTION #R14-121
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following refunds:

Gary Bertram




$225.00

914 Hudson Avenue



Men’s Softball

Peekskill, New York 10566

 
Got Sponsor

Arlynn Delventhal



$35.00

83 Walnut Road



Chess

Lake Peekskill, New York 10537

Withdrawal

Jeanine Altreche



$60.00

101 Chestnut Street



Spanish

Cortlandt Manor, New York 10566
      Withdrawn

Aldona Pulmanis



$50.00 
PO Box 189




PVCC

Putnam Valley, NY 10579

      Withdrawn

Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried

APPOINT GROUNDSKEEPER/REC. ASSISTANT

Presented by Councilman Mackay 
RESOLUTION #R14-122
RESOLVED, that the Town Board appoint Craig Cotone as a Groundskeeper/Recreation Assistant at Step 2 of the 2014 CSEA Contract at an annual salary of $35,755.00 effective April 1, 2014, there will be a probationary period.
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried.
AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN TRUCK LEASE AS PER RESOLUTION #R13-330

Presented by Councilwoman Whetsel 
RESOLUTION #R14-123
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the Town Supervisor to sign the truck lease for the Ford350, dump truck from Park Ford of Mahopac. The lease is being held by First Niagara, amount financed is $38,300.00 with an interest amount of 3.370% to be paid in 5 yearly installments beginning in March 2015, yearly payment $8473.60.
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried
BUILDING DEPARTMENT REPORT

Presented by Councilman Mackay 
RESOLUTION # R14-124
RESOLVED that the Town Board accept the Building Department report for the month of February 2014, for filing with the Town Clerk.
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried.
LAKE PEEKSKILL REPORT
Councilwoman Annabi reminded the Lake Peekskill residents that this Saturday, March 22nd at 9:30 a.m. will be a district meeting for the residents of Lake Peekskill. Immediately following will be a meeting to set up “Neighborhood Watch” with Deputy Schmidt.
AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT FOR TWO SEASONAL LABORERS

Presented by Councilwoman Annabi 
RESOLUTION # R 14-125
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the District Clerk to advertise for two temporary 2014 seasonal laborers for the Lake Peekskill Improvement District.
Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.
AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT FOR BEACH MONTIORS

Presented by Councilwoman Annabi 
RESOLUTION # R 14-126
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the District Clerk to advertise for Beach Monitors for the 2014 Season in Lake Peekskill.
Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.
AUTHORIZATION TO SURPLUS 2000 INTERNATIONAL GARBAGE TRUCK AND ADVERTISE FOR BIDS FOR THE SALE OR SCRAP OF THIS EQUIPMENT

Presented by Councilman Luongo
RESOLUTION #R14-127
RESOLVED, that the Town Board declare the 2000 International Garbage Truck, VIN# IHTGGAHT3YH276669 as surplus equipment and authorize the District Clerk to advertise bids for the sale or scrap of this equipment.
Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.
AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE FOR SEASONAL DISTRICT LABORER

Presented by Councilwoman Annabi 
RESOLUTION # R14-128
RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize the District Clerk to advertise for a seasonal laborer for Lookout Manor for the 2014 season.
Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.
AUTHORIZATION TO ADVERTISE FOR HARVESTER OPERATORS

Presented by Councilwoman Whetsel  
RESOLUTION # R 14-129
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the District Clerk to advertise for three Harvester Operators for the 2014 season for Lake Oscawana.
Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.
AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT FOR LAKE SUPERINTENDENT

Presented by Councilwoman Annabi 
RESOLUTION # R 14-130
RESOLVED, that the Town Board authorize the District Clerk to advertise for a Lake Superintendent for the Roaring Brook Lake District.
Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.
DISCUSSION ON VALVE CLOSING AND LAKE ICE

Supervisor Tendy told the residents that last week postcards went out to Roaring Brook Lake residents with false allegations. Roaring Brook Lake Dam has a valve that opens and closes to control the lake level, depending on the time of the year. It is normally closed around March 15th but this year there is a tremendous amount of ice on the lake and if it is closed it will damage properties. The coves on the lake have shallow water and in the winter it looks muddy. The valve is still open as water is entering the lake from seven different streams, if we close it there will be flooding and a lot of damage.
Ron Fiorentino, Roaring Brook Lake Dam Custodian told the Town Board that the lake has always been lowered for the winter to allow residents to do repairs, freeze out the weeds in the lake and protect the spillway. When the ice starts to break up we will begin slowly to close the valve.
Supervisor Tendy added that he has received phone calls demanding that the valve be closed.
Ron Fiorentino told the Town Board that the valve cannot be closed until the ice breaks up, if we close it and the ice rises up it is guaranteed to take out a lot of properties.
Councilman Mackay noted that if the experienced Dam Custodian says to keep the valve open, then it stays open.
Councilman Luongo added that there are so many advantages of lowering the lake, it lessens the damage to private properties, freezes the weeds and gives residents opportunity to do repairs.
ADOPT WILDWOOD KNOLLS FACILITIES WARRANT

Presented by Councilwoman Annabi  
RESOLUTION # R 14-131
RESOLVED, that the Town Board adopt the 2014 Wildwood Knolls Facilities Warrant, 19 families at $100.00 each, total $1900.00

Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.
AUTHORIZE ADVERTISEMENT SEASONAL LABORER

Presented by Councilwoman Annabi 
RESOLUTION # R14-132
RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize the District Clerk to advertise for a seasonal laborer for Barger Pond.
Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.
PUBLIC COMMENT

Patty Villanova discussed the Putnam Valley vs. Cornu Case. She noted that this case has been in and out of the courts for two decades and that she believes that the town has spent hundreds of thousands of dollars on the litigation. In 2011 the Cornus were evicted from their home, she would like the Town Board to tell her why they are continuing this litigation. Why won’t the town let them allow these senior citizens to do the repairs?
Supervisor Tendy understands what Ms. Villanova is saying but this case is in litigation. The town’s attorney and the Cornu’s attorney are authorized to discuss this and we are not.
A Planning Board member added that while Mr. Cornu was being violated for the construction he did on his home, he continued doing structural changes.
Councilwoman Annabi announced that this Saturday at 3:00 p.m. the Putnam Valley Historical Society will be holding a Penny Social at the Putnam Valley Ambulance Corps building. Also this weekend the Niese Maple Farm will be having a Maple Festival. On April 5th, the Parks and Recreation will be holding their annual “Egg Hunt” and Town Day is on September 20th.
Town Clerk Royael announce that on Saturday, March 22nd from 2:00 p.m. -5:00 p.m. Putnam County will be having a “Free Rabies Clinic” at South Putnam Animal Hospital on Baldwin Place Road in Mahopac.
BUDGET TRANSFERS & AMENDMENTS

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION #R 14-133
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following budget transfers and amendments as submitted by bookkeeper Marianne DeSantis: 
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Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried.
AUDIT OF MONTHLY BILLS

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION # R 14-134
RESOLVED, that the Town Board approve the following bills, after audit, being paid: 
VOUCHER NUMBERS


AMOUNTS



6716-6742, 6765-6774, 


6793-6806, 6812,
833-6840, 6873-6879, 
6882, 6884-6886, 
6889-6890, 6892,
6895-6904, 6908, 
6911-6915




$767,297.16

6682-6689, 6743-6750, 
6752-6758, 6813-6832, 
6841, 6851-6856, 6909, 
6910, 6916-6926, 
6926-6931




$172,399.21

6932-6957, 6989-6997, 
6999-7007




$69,226.74

6715, 6751, 6759-6764, 
6807-6810, 6842-6850, 
6880-6883, 6887, 6888, 
6891, 6893-6894, 
6905-6807, 6827, 6928, 
6998, 7008-7012



$44,479.47

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried.
Supervisor Tendy motioned to go into Executive Session to discuss a contractual and personnel matter at 9:45 p.m. with no further business taking place.
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried.








Respectfully submitted,







Eileen Royael








Town Clerk 3-26-14
