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 PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD

PUBLIC HEARINGS

6:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2015

WORK SESSION

PUBLIC HEARINGS

6.00 P.M.

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON A PROPOSED LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW-3C.

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE 2016 PUTNAM VALLEY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT CONTRACT

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE 2016 PRELIMINARY TOWN/HIGHWAY AND DISTRICT BUDGET

                                                  IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON A RESOLUTION TO PARTIALLY EXEMPT ELIGIBLE VETERANS RESIDING IN COOPERATIVE APARTMENTS FROM LOCAL TOWN TAXATION

                                                 WORK SESSION AGENDA

1.  Discussion on Proposed Local Law-Rental Registration

2.  Award Transfer Station Bid

3.  Review of 11-18-15

PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD

PUBLIC HEARINGS

6:00 P.M.

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2015

PRESENT:
Supervisor Tendy

         

Councilwoman Whetsel

         

Councilwoman Annabi

         

Councilman Mackay

         

Councilman Luongo

ALSO PRESENT: 
Finance Director Maria Angelico




Deputy Town Clerk Patricia Rau

                  

Town Counsel Florence      

TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON A PROPOSED LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW-3C.
Supervisor Tendy opened the Public Hearing at 6:01 p.m.

AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA

Presented by Supervisor Tendy 

RESOLUTION # R 15-273
RESOLVED, that the Town Board amend the agenda to add an immediate executive session regarding potential assessment litigation and personnel. 

Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried

The Public Hearing resumed at 6:20 pm. 
Town Attorney Florence explained that we can exceed the tax levy of .73%. The law allows communities that take steps to decreases spending to override the levy. This local law is the mechanism to do that and without the local law we cannot override the tax levy. 

Supervisor Tendy said that meeting the .73% tax levy was impossible without raiding the fund balance. 

Councilwoman Annabi said that last year she said she didn’t want to go over and that we shouldn’t have last year because now we can’t make it this year. 

Supervisor Tendy replied that going over the tax levy doesn’t leave us with less money. If we had met it last year, we’d have no money this year. 

Councilwoman Annabi said she disagreed and that because of last year we can’t make up for this year and that we are digging ourselves a bigger hole. 

Supervisor Tendy said he didn’t understand her logic. 

Councilman Luongo asked how much we took out of fund balance last year.

Finance Director Angelico replied $125, 000. 

Councilman Luongo said if we take anymore we’re going to be hurting next year. There is nothing we can guarantee to refill the balance.  He feels that as troublesome as it is to increase taxes, it is a prudent move because we won’t have the money and we will needs to sign loans and will be further in the hole. 
Supervisor Tendy said that its not as if we’re increasing the taxes to buy things, it’s so we can function as we are now. State mandated increases make it impossible to not increase without raiding the fund balance. Eventually, we won’t have a fund balance and the state will tell us to cut and 20 years down the road there will be no town government. 
AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA

Presented by Supervisor Tendy 

RESOLUTION # R 15-274
RESOLVED, that the Town Board amend the agenda to adopt a local law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law 3-C.

Seconded by Mackay, carried with four ayes and one nay from Councilwoman Annabi. 
ADOPT LOCAL LAW TO OVERRIDE THE TAX LEVY LIMIT ESTABLISHED IN GENERAL MUNICIPAL LAW 3-c

Presented by Supervisor Tendy 

RESOLUTION# R15-275
RESOLVED that the Town Board adopt a local law to override the tax levy limit established

In the General Municipal Law 3-c for the fiscal year of 2016.

LOCAL LAW No. 1 of the year 2015

Town of Putnam Valley, County of Putnam

A local law to override the tax levy limit established in General Municipal Law 3-c

Section 1. Legislative Intent

It is the intent of this local law to override the limit on the amount of real property taxes that may be levied by the Town of Putnam Valley, County of Putnam pursuant to General Municipal Law Sect. 3-c, and to allow the Town of Putnam Valley, County of Putnam to adopt a town budget for (a) town purposes (b) fire protection districts and (c) any other special or improvement district governed by the town board for the fiscal year 2016 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the “tax levy limit” as defined by General Municipal Law Sect. 3-c.

Section 2. Authority

This local law is adopted pursuant to subdivision 5 of General Municipal Law Sect. 3-c, which expressly authorizes the town board to override the tax levy limit by the adoption of a local law approved by vote of sixty percent (60%) of the town board.

Section 3. Tax Levy Limit Override

The Town Board of the Town of Putnam Valley, County of Putnam is hereby authorized to adopt a budget for the fiscal year 2016 that requires a real property tax levy in excess of the limit specified in General Municipal Law Sect. 3-c.

Section 4. Severability

If any clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or the application thereof to any person, firm or corporation, or circumstance, shall be judged by any court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid or unconstitutional, such order or judgment shall not affect, impair, or invalidate the remainder thereof, but shall be confined in its operation to the clause, sentence, paragraph, subdivision, or part of this Local Law or in its application to the person, individual, firm or corporation or circumstance, directly involved in the controversy in which such judgment or order shall be rendered.

Section 5. Effective Date

This local law shall take effect immediately upon filing with the Secretary of State.

Dated: Putnam Valley, New York


November 4, 2015

Seconded by Councilman Mackay. 
Voting in Favor

 
Hon. Louie Luongo


AYE

Hon. Steve Mackay


AYE




 

Hon. Jacqueline Annabi

NAY




 

Hon. Wendy Whetsel


AYE

Hon. Supervisor Tendy

AYE 



      

MOTION CARRIED WITH FOUR AYES, ONE NAY FROM COUNCILWOMAN ANNABI

Supervisor Tendy moved to close the public hearing at 6:29pm. 
TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE 2016 PUTNAM VALLEY VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT CONTRACT

Supervisor Tendy opened the Public Hearing at 6:30 p.m.

Councilwoman Annabi said the Fire Department was diligent with their contract. It was originally $942,000 and after she and Councilman Mackay talked to them, they got it down to $918,000, excluding LOSAP.

Supervisor Tendy moved to close the public hearing at 6:31pm. Seconded by Councilman Mackay
TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON THE 2016 PRELIMINARY TOWN/HIGHWAY AND DISTRICT BUDGET

Supervisor Tendy opened the Public Hearing at 6:31 p.m.

Supervisor Tendy asked Finance Director Angelico for a rundown of where the budget currently is. 
Finance Director Angelico said that we were currently at 2.98% and this was a result of the following changes at the previous meeting

· Putnam Valley Volunteer Fire Department contract- $918,000

· Reduce Transfer Station Contract by $10,000 to $25,000

· Reduce both the Supervisor and Town Clerk base salary by $5,000

· Increase the Putnam Valley Volunteer Ambulance Corps by 5% over last year to $258,188

· Put the court line back to $10,180

· Reduce A.1420.424 (law-contractual) by $1,000, bringing it to $1,500

· Reduce A.1440.411 (MS4) by $1,700 bringing it to $1,500

· Reduce A.1620.440 (Building Supply) by $3,500 bringing it to $20,000

· Increase Millponds by $20,000 to cover expenses for water system
· Take $25,000 out of fund balance 

No public comments.

Supervisor Tendy moved to close the public hearing at 6:34 pm. Seconded by Councilwoman Whetsel.
TO HEAR PUBLIC COMMENTS ON A RESOLUTION TO PARTIALLY EXEMPT ELIGIBLE VETERANS RESIDING IN COOPERATIVE APARTMENTS FROM LOCAL TOWN TAXATION

Supervisor Tendy opened the Public Hearing at 6:34 p.m.

Town Counsel Florence explained that veterans who own residences are all eligible for partial exemptions depending on their service and injury. The veterans administration scales the rates and the Town can cream an exemption status.  This is to add another category to allow veterans who live in co-ops to get them. This can be done by local law, ordinance, resolution. If we want to of it quickly, he recommends passing a resolution.
Councilwoman Annabi read an e-mail from Bishop Bondi regarding this exemption: 
“I have asked Councilmember Annabi to make the following statement on my behalf:

I rise to support the extension of Veteran’s Exemptions to those Veterans who happen to live in Co-op communities in Putnam Valley. 

Though only about 6 people are affected, to continue to deny them is a travesty of justice as the benefit is extended to everyone else.  

I commend the Town Board for taking up this item on my request and ask that you pass the resolution.

Respectfully,

Archbishop Anthony J Bondi”
Town Assessor Luongo stated that it is not just six people, there are multiple co-ops. She asked Town Counsel Florence what was being done about the other veterans. 
Town Counsel Florence replied that she was referring to the cold war veterans. He stated that this was far too complicated to discuss now. Any community has the option and we can discuss that at a later time after we do more research and discussion. 

Town Assessor Luongo stated that she felt the language referring to Real Property was misleading as people in co-ops do not own Real Property.

Town Counsel Florence replied that it says people who own shares of stock in a co-op.

Councilwoman Annabi suggested the sit down and make it clearer. 

Supervisor Tendy replied that if they re-write it, there will need to be another Public Hearing. He said that if it applies to both then it is clear. He said the new language covers and adds to the law, applying to the co-op shares and that there is no need to write it- it will come out the same. 
Supervisor Tendy moved to close the public hearing at 6:43 pm. Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried

WORK SESSION

Supervisor Tendy opened the Work Session at 6:44. 

Discussion on Proposed Local Law-Rental Registration

Supervisor Tendy said that this was something Building Inspector Rich Quaglietta wanted to the Town Bard to look at. Currently, a lot of rental units are being rented without certain certification like fire inspections, heat ect. This would require a person who owns rental property to register and pay a fee for inspections and the Town will insure it is habitable. Just last month we had a house rented without heat. It would also make a requirement that they give proper contact information so the Town can reach them. This law will help to make sure people aren’t taken advantage of.

Councilwoman Annabi would like the law to extend to commercial buildings.

Town Supervisor Tendy replied that the commercial law already requires this. 

Councilwoman Annabi asked if current rentals would be grandfathered in. 

Town Supervisor replied that they will not be grandfathered in. 

Town Councilman Mackay asked about a number of unrelated people living there. Like 30 people living together.  

Supervisor Tendy said there is an occupancy requirement in the New York State Property Code. 

Award Transfer Station Bid

Presented by Supervisor Tendy 

RESOLUTION # R 15-
RESOLVED, that the Town Board award the bid for compaction, transport and disposal of solid waste at the Transfer Station to AA Carting and Rubbish Removal at a rate of $87.49 per ton for the year 2016.
Seconded by Councilman Mackay, unanimously carried

Review of 11-18-15

Supervisor Tendy read through the agenda for November 18, 2015. Councilwoman Annabi asked to add the adoption of the Veterans Exemption and a resolution to set the Public Hearing for the rental law. 
Councilman Luongo reminded everyone that next Wednesday is Veterans Day. The Town will be holding a service next Wednesday and he asked residents to please come out and remember what veterans have done for us and what they sacrificed to do it. 

Supervisor Tendy added that the Town Hall service will be at 11am followed by one at the memorial in Lake Peekskill and one at the VFW. 
Supervisor Tendy moved to close the Work Session at 6:55pm.
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried.








Respectfully submitted,








Patricia Rau








Deputy Town Clerk 







11-5-2015
