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PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING

6:00 P.M.

IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

WORK SESSION

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2014

CONTINUATION OF THE PUBLIC HEARING ON THE PROPOSED 2015 TOWN/HIGHWAY/DISTRICT PRELIMINARY BUDGET

Work Session Agenda
1.  Appoint Ethics Board Member-M. Parker

2.  Authorize Settlement of Assessment Review-TM# 72.-1-24.2

3.  Authorize Supervisor to Sign Contract-Cornerstone Telephone

4.  Appoint Member to Roaring Brook Lake Preservation Committee

5.  Review 11-19-14 Agenda

PUTNAM VALLEY TOWN BOARD

PUBLIC HEARING

6:00 p.m.

WORK SESSION

WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 12, 2014

PRESENT:
            Supervisor Tendy

                                    Councilwoman Whetsel

                                    Councilwoman Annabi

                                    Councilman Mackay

                                    Councilman Luongo

ALSO PRESENT:
Town Clerk Eileen Royael

                                    Town Counsel Zutt

                                    Finance Director Angelico

CONTINUATION OF PUBLIC HEARING ON 2015 TOWN/HIGHWAY/ DISTRICT BUDGET

Supervisor Tendy opened the Public Hearing at 6:04 p.m.   He noted that there have been various cuts to various lines last week, but the town Board has agreed to put the Putnam Valley Volunteer Fire Dept. at $900,000, LOSAP at $185,000, and proposes to keep the Putnam Valley Library at the 2014 level $278,307.00 and the Putnam Valley Ambulance Corps at the 2014 level $245,893.  Other than those changes, he doesn’t know where else we can cut.  He recommends taking $125,000 out of the fund balance, which would bring the budget at a 3% increase.
Councilwoman Annabi suggests that the library be reduced by $10,000 and keep the Putnam Valley Ambulance at the 2014 level.

Councilwoman Whetsel asked what the increase would be if we took another $50,000 out of the fund balance.  If we took $175,000 we would still be close to 11% that the auditors recommend we have in the fund balance.  Does not want to increase the budget by 3%, if we keep doing that year after year, the residents won’t be able to afford it.

Finance Director Angelico responded it would be 2.48%.

Councilwoman Annabi asked the captain of the Putnam Valley Ambulance Corps. How did they come up with $278,615 on the paperwork they submitted, when the town gave them $245,893.
Captain of the Putnam Valley Ambulance Corps responded the difference was from donations and fund raising.  She told the Town Board that they requested $305,700 as the ambulance corps would be turning over the billing money, they upped the amount to cover the difference.

Supervisor Tendy noted that they have never received any billing money from the ambulance corps.

Councilman Luongo stated that the Town Board may not be comfortable at a 3% increase, but depleting our fund balance would be a mistake.  Four years down the road we may have to have a 10% increase due to not enough money in the fund balance.  

Supervisor Tendy agrees with Councilman Luongo.  He noted that a home assessed at $500,000 would have a $71.16 increase and a home assessed at $200,000 would have a $28.46 increase.

Councilman Luongo feels that the Town Board has taken from where it can; our actual town departments have come in with very tight budgets.

Supervisor Tendy stated that it comes down to what everyone agrees on taking out of the fund balance.  Next year, the towns will be responsible to meet the tax cap in order for the residents to get a refund check.

Councilwoman Annabi is uncomfortable at a 3% increase and uncomfortable with the fund balance reduction.  In order for us to get below 2% we would have to take more money from the fund balance.  Still looking for things to cut in the budget.

Councilman Mackay agrees with Councilman Luongo in regard to depleting the fund balance. He feels it is not reality that they can get the budget below 2%.

Councilwoman Annabi noted that maybe there are some departments that could cut their budgets by $100,000 that would bring it below 2%.

Councilman Luongo told the Town Board we would need to cut roughly another $150,000 to bring it down to the 1.56%.

Anthony Bondi told the Town Board that he is here as a resident.  He sits as the Chairperson for the Ethics Board.  He thanked the Town Board for all that they do and feels they should get a raise.  Other Town Boards in Putnam County receive a higher salary and feels that the Town Board member’s salary should be increased to $15,121.08 a cumulative rate of inflation for the last nine years.  He has no problem paying an extra $5 of his tax money for this.

Priscilla Keresey, President of the Putnam Valley Library Board appreciates that the Town Board has raised their budget line to the 2014 level, as the library operates on a shoe string.  Contrary to what people believe, the library being closed still has expenses. They paid their employees, electric, heating bill and etc.  They were unable to do any fundraising or rent out the community room this past year.  As a citizen, she believes the library, ambulance corps and the fire department is what town government raises our taxes for.
Councilwoman Annabi asked if anyone can rent out the community room at the library.  If someone wants to give a class, can they.

Priscilla Keresey told her yes and the rates change if the library is open or if it is closed.

Supervisor Tendy motioned to continue the public hearing on a daily basis until November 19, 2014. Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried.

WORK SESSION
Supervisor Tendy opened the Work Session at 6:30 p.m.
APPOINT ETHICS BOARD MEMBER-M. PARKER

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION #R14-290
RESOLVED that the Town Board appoint Marilyn Parker as a member of the Ethics Board effective November 12, 2014 through December 31, 2014.
Seconded by Councilwoman Whetsel , unanimously carried.

AUTHORIZE SETTLEMENT OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW-TM# 72.-1-24.2

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION #R 14-291
BE IT RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Putnam Valley does hereby authorize the settlement of the assessment review proceeding instituted by Irvine D. Flinn, for the assessment roll of 2014 for Camp Collins Road (72.-1-24.2) as shown on the attached Consent Order and Judgment; and
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the Town Board of the Town of Putnam Valley does hereby authorize Robert Tendy, Supervisor, Kyle Barnett, Esq. of Van DeWater & Van DeWater, LLP and Sheryl Luongo, Town Assessor to sign such papers as are necessary to effectuate said settlement.
Dated:
November 12, 2014

Putnam Valley, New York

Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi
Roll Call Vote

Councilman Luongo-Aye

Councilman Mackay-Aye

Councilwoman Annabi- Aye

Councilwoman Whetsel-Aye

Supervisor Tendy-Aye

Motion carried with five ayes
At an IAS Term of the Supreme Court of the State of New York, held for the County of Putnam, at 20 County Center, Carmel, New York on the _______ day of ____________, 2014.

PRESENT:  Hon. Victor G. Grossman, J.S.C. 

SUPREME COURT OF THE STATE OF NEW YORK

COUNTY OF PUTNAM

-------------------------------------------------------------X

In the Matter of the Application of 

IRVINE D. FLINN,




CONSENT ORDER AND JUDGMENT





Petitioner,


- against - 




Index No.:  14-1409

ASSESSOR OF THE TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY,

and the BOARD OF ASSESSMENT REVIEW FOR

THE TOWN OF PUTNAM VALLEY,

Respondents.


--------------------------------------------------------------X


Petitioner having heretofore served and filed the Notice of Petition and Petition to review an assessment made by the Town of Putnam Valley for the assessment year 2014 upon certain property located in the Town of Putnam Valley and designated as Tax Grid No. 72.-1-24.2 the tax maps and assessment rolls of the Town of Putnam Valley; and 

The issues of these proceedings having duly come before an IAS Term of this Court, and the Petitioner having appeared by Thomas Whyatt, Esq., of Oxman Tulis Kirkpatrick Whyatt & Geiger, LLP, and the Respondents having appeared by Kyle W. Barnett, Esq., of Van DeWater & Van DeWater, LLP, for the Town of Putnam Valley, and the parties having agreed to a settlement of these proceedings, it is 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DETERMINED that the assessment on the property designated as Grid Number 72.-1-24.2 (Camp Collins Road) on the tax map and assessment rolls of the Town of Putnam Valley for the assessment year 2014, is hereby reduced, corrected and fixed for the assessment roll as follows:  

	ASSESSMENT ROLL
	ASSESSMENT
	REDUCED ASSESSMENT
	AMOUNT OF REDUCTION

	2014
	$436,500
	$280,000
	$156,500


and, it is further


ORDERED, ADJUDGED AND DECREED, that the officer or officers having custody of the aforesaid assessment rolls and the tax rolls of the Town of Putnam Valley shall make or cause to be made upon the proper books and records of said Town the entries, changes and corrections necessary to conform said assessment to such corrected and reduced valuation; and it is further 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DETERMINED that there shall be audited, allowed and paid to the Petitioner by the Town of Putnam Valley or the Putnam County Commissioner of Finance, the amounts, if any, paid as Town and Town Special District taxes any other ad valorem taxes, against the original assessment in excess of what said  taxes would have been if the said assessment had been made as determined herein together with interest as provided by the respective laws of the State of New York provided, however, if said refund is paid by the Town of Putnam Valley within ninety (90) days of service upon the Town of Putnam Valley a copy of this Order together with a Demand for Payment said refund shall be paid without interest; and it is further 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DETERMINED, that there shall be audited, allowed and paid to the petitioner by the County of Putnam the amounts, if any, paid as County and County Special District taxes against the original assessment in excess of what said taxes would have been if said assessment had been made as determined herein together with interest as provided by the respective laws of the State of New York, provided, however, if said refund is paid by the County of Putnam within ninety (90) days of service upon the County of a copy of this Order together with a Demand for Payment said refund shall be paid without interest; and it is further

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DETERMINED that there shall be audited, allowed and paid to the Petitioner by the Putnam Valley Central School District the amounts, if any, paid as School District taxes against the original assessment in excess of what said taxes would have been if said assessment had been made as determined herein together with interest as provided by the respective laws of the State of New York, provided, however, if said refund is paid by the Putnam Valley Central School District within ninety (90) days of service upon the County of a copy of this Order together with a Demand for Payment said refund shall be paid without interest; and it is further

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DETERMINED that the refunds hereinabove directed to be paid shall by paid by check payable to the order of Oxman Tulis Kirkpatrick Whyatt & Geiger, LLP, as attorneys for Petitioner, who are to hold the proceeds as trust funds for appropriate distribution, and who are to remain subject to the further jurisdiction of this Court in regard to their attorneys' lien, pursuant to Judiciary Law §475, and it is further 

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DETERMINED that to the extent any taxes or assessments are unpaid and have already been billed for the Town, School, County and special districts in accordance with the original assessed valuation, the officer or officers having custody of the assessment rolls and/or the tax rolls shall forward to the petitioner a new bill or bills, taxing said petitioner on the basis of the final total assessed valuation as stipulated herein, and it is further

ORDERED, ADJUDGED and DETERMINED that this Order and Judgment hereby constitutes and represents full settlement of the tax review proceedings herein, and that there are no costs or disbursements awarded to, by, or against any party and that upon compliance with the terms of this Order and Judgment, the above proceedings shall be, and the same hereby are, settled and discontinued with prejudice.  
ENTER





____________________________________






    HON. VICTOR G. GROSSMAN, J.S.C.

Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi
Roll Call Vote

Councilman Luongo-Aye

Councilman Mackay-Aye

Councilwoman Annabi- Aye

Councilwoman Whetsel-Aye

Supervisor Tendy-Aye

Motion carried with five ayes

AUTHORIZE SUPERVISOR TO SIGN CONTRACT-CORNERSTONE TELEPHONE

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION#R14-292
RESOLVED that the Town Board authorize the Putnam Valley Supervisor to sign a three year renewal contract with Cornerstone Telephone Company for phone service at Town Hall.  The contract reflects an approximate increase of $300.00 from the last three year contract.
Seconded by Councilman Luongo, unanimously carried 

APPOINT MEMBER TO ROARING BROOK LAKE PRESERVATION COMMITTEE

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION#R14-293
RESOLVED that the Town Board appoint Jan Iuzzolino to the Roaring Brook Lake Preservation Committee effective November 12, 2014 through December 31, 2014.
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried
AMENDMENT TO THE AGENDA 

Presented by Supervisor Tendy

RESOLUTION #R 14- 294
RESOLVED, that the Town Board amend the agenda to add an Executive Session to discuss Cornu litigation, seek legal counsel for possible proposed legislation and contractual matters in regard to the Teamsters Union.

Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried.

REVIEW 11-19-14 AGENDA

Supervisor Tendy reviewed the 11-19-14 agenda with the Town Board members, no comments were made.
Supervisor Tendy moved to go into Executive Session at 6:37 p.m. to discuss Cornu litigation, seek legal counsel for possible proposed legislation and contractual matter in regard to the Teamsters Union. No further business taking place.
Seconded by Councilwoman Annabi, unanimously carried.

Respectfully submitted,









Eileen Royael









Town Clerk  11-14-14

